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H following ſheets, wh n firſt - » 
- publiſhed, were annexed to the 53 


1 Memoirs of the Kings of France 
« of the Race of Valois,” in the „r 
1776. At the deſire of many perſons, = 7 
| they are now given to the world ſepa-. 2-6 
1 tate, with conſiderable corrections. „ 
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1 prepare myſelf ith plea 8 
: ſame minute narration o the events * 5 


which diverſify my ph 1 als n 1 
my laſt round the BT Oe e 2 3 


I landed in this kingdom, at 
on Wedneſday evening. r ruins = the 5 
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Seraftatibh, as th y f ; 
Nate they were left on the re-em 
tho Engliſh'in 2738. The to 
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= 
preſſes a ſtranger with no high ideas of opu- 


lence or commerce. It is a wretched collec- 
tion of houſes crouded together in a ſandy | 


valley cloſe to the ſhore ; dirty, mean, and 


irregular. The ſituation +" in the center 
of the channel, and between the two Capes of 
Barfleur and La Hogue, has made it always 


* 


important in the eye of policy. WW & 


If Havre de Grace has been ever eſteemed 
with reaſon, the key of High Normandy, 


Cherbourg is equally ſo of the Lower. Du- 
ring the many reigns in which it was ſubject _ 
to the Engliſh government, our princes appear 
to have been ſenſible of its full value. They 


often landed there, when called over by the 
revolts of their barons or ſubjects; and we 


find the Norman. princes, who frequently, re- 
ſided at Wincheſter,. uſually embarking. for 


this port, in preference to any other. A very 
ſtrong garriſon was generally maintained in. it; 


and Charles the ſeventh. terminated his long 
train of victories over the timid and divided 


counſels of our Henry the ſixth, by this i im- 


portant conqueſt, It was re-annexed to the 


crown of France in 1450.—T am ſurprized 


to find' that the French miniſtry have never 


5 . fortified 
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THROUGH FRANCE. 4 
fortified this city. Charles the Bad, king f 
Navarre, into whoſe hands Cherbourg Vas 
ſequeſtered in the fifteenth century, ſurrounded 
it with walls in the Gothic ſtyle of defence, : 
which remained til! Louis the fourteenth's 
Teign, who diſmantled it, witk the intention 
of fortifying it anew,; but the Marquis de 
Barbeſieux, who was then the miniſter of that 
prince, found other mere prefling calls for 


the public money, in the wars which openel 
the preſent e and n his after 


throne * EFF 
About half ca the towns a i 
or rock of prodigious heighth, I aſtended it 


by a long e corn adjoinſ- 
ing mountain. On the top I found à little 
_ convent of Benedictine monks, or Herinits=- 
for ſo they term themſelves he have choſen 
to quit the vale below, and having retired to 
the bleak ſummit, cultivate a few acres of 
round, barren and ſtony, from which the 

-procure with difficulty, a miſerable ſubfiftance. 
One of them, the Superior, after having fhewn 
me the little chapel and refectory, led me to 
the extreme point of the eliff, on-which ſtands 
u „This,“ ſaid ke, « js the ſpot, | 
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« hn route 0 of the un- 
happy prince. Vou remember, no doubt, 
.this part of che Engliſh hiſtory, It is, how- 
very diſputable fact, and there is ae 
any illuſtrious death the cireu 


which are leſs aſcertained chan that in queſ- 


Vinces, with f ignominy, by his- uncle King 
John, finally: diſappeared in 1203. — But ſo 
ar = hong from dere g — the 


ug. to anf n e 3 8 im- 
priſoned in the caſtle of Rouen, of F alaiſe, or 
in that of Cherbourg for theſe eee, all 


There is another. veſtige of — Fagiih 


monarchs yet. in Rog here, which anden 
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ſpoken exactly at the mouth of this rivulet; 


they gave riſe to the name which it retains to 
this day. Not content with ſo ſmall a mark 


of her gratitude, ſhe erected the chapel which 


Lihaye mention'd, and which is called No- 
54. tre Dame du Vœu.“ I went into it. The 


ſlory is there recorded at length. The archi- 


tecture bears every mark of extreme rudeneſs 
and barbariim, ſuch as characteriſed the age in 


Which it was built. Six centuries, which 


have elapſed ſinoe its conſtruction, have looſen- 


Ache ones that en en 


D an ae bon, apparently coeval 


wich the chapel; and oves it; an the wall; in 


Lady du Voeu.”? 


eee eee r 


15 ſaid to have been originally called: Czfars 


mandy, and uncle to William the Conqueror,  - 


duilt.a ſtrong caſtle here, and having come in 


zharaRters almaſt crafed, ws a little inſcrip - 
tion, figniſying, that it was intended for cha- 


— expe: 0 


porion to view it, was fo pleaſed with the ſitu⸗ 6. 
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which lies in the eaſtern part of the Cdutentin, 


THROUGH FRANCE. * 
— aſivew of has 
nions, that he exclaimed in a rapture, Ly 
« eaſtel eſt un cher bourg per mi ' This 
trifling circumſtance was the origin of its pre- 
ſent name. Coins of ſeveral Roman emperors 
have been dug up here at different tines; and 
na gentleman ſhewed me one, in fine preſerva- 
tion, of Antoninus Pius, found only a few 
years ſince. Other traditions confirm this 
fact ; and the beautiful - Val-de-Saire,”* 


near Cape Barfleur; is ſaid to he a corruption 
_ of Val-de-Ceres,“ by which name the 
Romans calted'it, in honour of that ann 
from its extraordinary fertility. | 
Ils leſt Cherbourg yeſterday e ond 
_ after dining at Valognes, a conſiderable town 
arrived here laſt night; ' I would have prop 
ceeded: for Coutances this morning, but the 
marriage of Madame Clotilde to the prince 
' of Piedmont has left the provinees without 
horſes; as they/ are ordered to-Paris, to convey 
the princeſs. and her ſuite to Turin. Pai 
therefore under the neceſſity of ſtaying here 
till to-morrow ; and, for want of other amuſe-" 
ment, I have wandered over this place, and 
its environs. 8 
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hair floats down her back. The balls of 


many ſuch canonized' beauties in the Romiſh 


1 4 6 * 


The town is s ſmall, but ws ruins «fads 
caſtle are very beautiful. It is celebrated in 
the civil wars under Charles the ninth, and in 
thoſe of the League which. followed, in the 
reigns of Henry the third and fourth. The 
architecture of the great church is elegant; it 


Gothic ſtructures had almoſt attained __ 
bigheſt point of beauty and perfection. I 


was nothing in the inſide which eee 
tention, except an altar, and a painting dedi- 


blue mantle looſely uekled over her ſhoulder 


expoſes part of her neck to view, and her fair 


ber eyes are thrown up to heaven in a fine 
frenzy of muſical enthuſiaſm. If there were 


calendar, it would be a dangereus religions 


| be een es enen 
| of piety... HE oi 6 


e continue wy anale, 1 ee. i 
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| Contances Monday, 28th Auguſt, 17277 


8 is Re fix leagues from Gas to this 


city; but the road, even at this ſeaſon of 
the year, is ſo bad; that thoſe of Weſtphalia 


and Brandenburgh. are fine in compariſon. 


The reads of Low Normand)˖ ly are infamous 
to a proverb and I ſhould never have had 
the boldneſs to. venture through them, if I 
had before known how bad they were. Cou- 
tances has, however, in ſome degree, made 
amends for the difficulties I found. in arriving 


at it, and repaid me by the objects it affords 


of entertainment... 2 was . by the 
Romans, who eſtabliſhed a. legion. here, and: 
called it «© Caſtra Conſtantia. 25 They forti- 


fied it with very ſtrong walls, which. remained | 


til Louis the eleventh's.reign;- who demoliſh-- 


png. of f his Ae Charles duke of- Nor 
mandy, refuſed to. admit. a royal garriſon. It 


ſtands on a hill, the e Tick Jaſend. | 


a 
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with pro- igious ra 


being part of the 


A range of hills riſes "fike « a 1 = chi- 
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theatre, and ſurrounds it on every fid 
_kouſes bear all Sew 
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ſtructure and taſte, which is rude to the greateſt 
degree. Many of them have doubtleſs ſtood 
five or fix hundred years ; and on one, the 
ſtyle of which merits peculiar attention, is the 
date 1007 yet remaining in very an cha- 
racters. | 
On he bannt of the kill, in x the center of 
the town, ſtands the cathedral. I have paſſed 
ſeveral hours in the examination, of its ar- 
ehitecture. There is a groteſque beauty ſpread 
over the whole; and the fantaſtic ornaments 
of Gothic building are mixed with a won- 
derful delicacy and elegance in many of its 
parts. It was begun in 1047; and William 
the Conqueror, king of England, aſſiſted in 
perſon at its conſecration ſome years after. 1 
went up to the top of the great center tower, 
to enjoy one of the fineſt proſpedts imaginable. 
The town of Granville appears in front, and 
beyond it the little iſtands of Chauſey. Jer- 
key, at the diſtance of ſeven leagues to the 
| ; north, forms a noble object. The eountfy 
j on all ſides, towards St. Lo, Avranches, and 
Carenten, is a garden, rich, cultivated; and 
' Thaded with woods. They fay that a certain 
barbarous monk, named St. Ereptiole, found- 
d this fee as early 38 the year 430, in the 
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THROUGH FRANCE. xr 
reign of the emperor. Theodoſius the ſecond ;. 
and under the pA. of Celeſtine the firſt.— 
Henry the fifth, King of England, | 
felf maſter of the city in the year 1418, after 
a ſhort ſiege ; but it returned to. the crown of 
France under the declining er of the houſe 
of Lancaſter. - | 
Coutances is large, 5 form 
a conſiderable part of its ſize, and the monks 
of different orders, a great part of its inhabi- 
tants. As it is ſituated at two leagues diſtant” 
from the ſea, and has not any navigable river, 
there is no commerce; but ſome few "—_— 
cial nobleſſe reſide in the place. ” 

LI Lam charmed with the Coutentin : all this | 
ata Low Normandy. is ſo called. From 
Cherbourg to Valognes, it. was mountainous : 
and heachy ; but in general the country is in- 
ferior to no part of the north of Europe. Fine 
_ . acclivities cloathed with wood, and rich vallies 
covered with harveſts, form a moſt pleaſing 

ſcene. There is notwithſtanding an apparent 
penury in the dwellings of the people. The 
Mind of oppreſſion is viſible in their dreſs, their 
| hovels, and their; whole a pearance... I ſaw 
none of thoſe neat and pretty peaſants ſo com- 
mon in our moſt ſecluded villages. 
8812 . The 
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The Coutentin has given birth to ſome | 
Miu men. Thoſe brave and romantic: 
heroes fo famous in ancient ſtory, Tancred, 

and Robert Guiſtard, who, after having mag | 

| pelled the Saracens from Apulia and Calabria, | 

; -founded the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
which they tranſmitted to their deſcendants, . 

g 8 © lle, z little" town not 
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8 | 'I 
| Robert duke of Normandy, 23 "ts William. 
the Conqueror, the moft generous and the- 
moſt neceſſttous prince of his age, mortgaged 
* this part of his dominions to his brother R. 
: before he went to the Holy Land: 
ir I remember right, which he receit 
was only ten thouſand marks, which the ra- 
n Rufus levied on his Engliſh ſubjects. 
You fee I call in hiſtory or tradition: 0 my 
affiſtance every moment. Indeed it is impoſ- 
ſible to travef througi this duchy, where our 
ancient monarchs ſo frequently held their re- 
 fidence, without being continually reminded. 
of ſome of Shot eee whe + to us 
| weſpeRting them. Adieu l. 7 9 HRS! 
by "Wi the evening I ae to oe. 
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HERE. is . no pleaſure greater, : 
{ak AS unic: | 


— — rw ans a 
which it can be-drawnz 'we- uſually liſten with 
extreme readineſs to any addreſſes made to that 
paſſion. I wiſh to Prejuce: you: for a: recital,, 
in · whieh-the! marvellous and: the: aſtoniſhing. 
may predominate ; though you may do me the 
uſtice to believe, they will ever be under the: 
nn of truth. 8115 4% 58 n 21 7915 
| Superſtition, the parent of a thouſand erde 
to mankind; -has; yet given riſe: to ſuch extra- 
ordinary and magnificent ben 1. every” 
age, as almoſt ineline one to pardon h 
and follies. I. am juſt returned. from the ſur-- 
- vey of one of theſe ;\ and I ſhall endeavour to 
addreſs my anne ae, yo 
heart and affections-. ehen en | 
I T' left Coutances Monday evening. . The: 
diſtance to this town is only. fix leagues, 
; — a continuation . ſame agrecable. 
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Nature bas completely fortified. dne Gde by 
its r almaſt ene aſcent, 


or addreſs — ——— ſeals. or 
- mount it. The other parts are ſurrounded. by 
walls fenced with ſemilunat towers in the G- 
.thic manner; but ſuſfciently ſtrong, added to 


„ ˙ —. . . 
* 4 . — 4 2 


a 4 1 . UE; 4 


country NY I have already deſcribed. As: 
J was deſirous to viſit the celebrated + Mont 


„St. Michel,“ I hired two horſes, and ſet 


out early yeſterday morning. It is about 
twenty miles from Granville, and the road 
lying along the ſea-ſhor 
ant. I gat to Genet, a little village, befoxe 
.noan.-. From thence it is only a league to the 
| Mount; but as the: road ig entirely acroſs the 
fands which are only paſſable at low tide, jt 
becomes indiſpenſibly requiſite to procure 2 
guide. I did: ws and _ there wipe. 
— .. 110 95954 ett 


wakes it very plea- 


riſes z in the middle of the _ | 


the advantages of its ſituation, to withſtand any 


attack. At the foot of the mountain, begins 
a ſtreet or town, vulich winds round its bafe to 
_ a condiderable heighth. — 


3 | 575 
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in which priſoners of Rate are confined, and 
other buildings intended for perſons to reſide 
in; and on the ſummit is built the abbey itſelf, 
occupying a prodigious ſpace of ground, and 
of a ſtrength and ſolidity equal to its enormous 
fize, ſince it has withſtood all the ſtorms of 
Jeaven, in this elevated and expoſed ſituation, | 
Ski many -centuries.—T paſſed the whole: 
afternoon in the different parts of the edifice ;; | 
and as the Swiſs who condufted me through 


it, found he could not gratify my curiofity + 


too bene fe we left no 1 Rare or cham- 
The « Sale de ben or knights” bal, 25 
reminded me of that at Marienbourg in Poliſh 
Pruſſta. It is equally ſpacious; But more bar- 
darous and rude, becauſe ſome hundred years 
prior in its conſtruction. Here the knights. 
of St. Michael uſed to meet in ſolemiſ cor 
eation on important occafions.. "They were 
the defenders and guardians of this mountain 
and abbey, as thoſe of the temple, and of St. 
John of Jeruſalem, were of the holy ſepulchre. 
At one end is a painting of the archangel, 
the patron of their order; and in this hall 
Louis the eleventh firſt inſtituted the order, 


0 


— 


c fourteenth. Some months afterw 


„ n r O 0K 


* 


and inveſted with the inſignia of it thar | 
Knights of the croſs of St. Michae. 


* 


WMWe gaſſed on through ſeveral, leſſer rooms 


3 into a long paſſage, on onè ſide of which the 
Swiſs opened a door, and through a narrow: | 
entrance, perfectly dark, he led me,, by a ſe- 


gond door, into an apartment, or dungeorf®- 
for it rather. merited. the latter than · the former 
appellation in the middle, of which ſtood a 


cage. It was compoſed of, prodigious wooden. 


| bars; and the wicket. which admitted perſons 


into it, was ten or twelve inches in thickneſs. ; 
] went into the inſide : : the ſpace i it. compriſed,. | 
was about twelve feet. ſquare or fourteen,, 
and it might be nearly twenty feet in heighth. 
This was the abode of many. « eminent victims 


in former ages, whoſe names and miſeries are 
now forgotten. 


„There was,? ſaid my cs. . 
« * 2 the latter end of the laſt century, a i 
« compiler: of news in. Holland, who had pre- 
- ſumed to print ſome very ſevere reflections 
« on Madame de. Maintenon, and Louis the 
Wards, he 


6. was induced, by a. perſon ſent expreſly. for 
— that ꝑurpoſe, to make a tour into French 


E 5 | «6: Flanders. 


* Dutch dominions, he was put under arreſt, 


« and immediately, by his majeſty's expreſs. 


5 2 — en cg 2 ＋ hep 


2 aue. of 4 Pole years and 
here he, at length, expired. During 


<« the long nights of winter, continued the 


man, © no. candle or fire was allowed him, 
nor was he permitted to have any book. 
He ſaw no human face except that of the 
« gaoler, who came once every day to preſets 
&« him, thro”; 2 hole in the wicket, with his 


little portion of bread: and wine. No in- 


e ſtrument wðas given him with which he 
could deſtroy himſelf ; but he found means. 
e at length toidraw out a nail from the. wood, 
<« with which he cut on the bars of his cage, 
25 ſeveral fleurs de lis and coats of arms, the 
* engraying.of which formed his only em- 
cc ployment : and; recreation. — Theſe I ſaw, 

re very ana, ee 


” 23 


+ 't F 


As I ſtood: 3 „ dreadful. "angina 
cruelty,” I execrated_ the . vengeance of the 


prince, who, for ſo flight / a. treſpaſs could 
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Flanders. The inſtant he had quitted the 


nr 
inflid ſo diſproportionite' and tremendous 4 
puniſhment, and I haſtened out of this ſad 
apartment, impreſſed with foelings ofthe mag 
— — OE = 
lt is\now fifteen voting" aid the Swiſs; 3 
« ſince a gentleman ended his days in that cage; 
it was before the time when I came to reſide 
. «hdres: but there is one inſtance within my 
% own memory. Monſieur de F —, a perſon 
« of rank, was conducted here by command 
4. of the late king, and remained three years 
W hut up in it. I ſed him myſelf every day; 
. but be. w allowed: books and candle ts. 


c touched with — — re- 
« queſted and obtained for him the royal par- 
66 . nen, 5 
6 The nn Ader added he; ; 
<« in this mountain, are fo numerous, that we 
„ know them not ourſelves. There are cer- 
te tain dungeons, called . Oubliettes,“ into 
& 'which they were accuſtomed formerly t6/ 
« let down malefactors guilty of very heinous 
« crimes: they provided theſe wretches' with 
« W and 
1 
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ca they were totally forgotten, and left 
« to periſh by hunger in the dark vaults of 
« the rock. This puniſhment has not ho- 
« ever been inflicted. by Says has laſt 
te or preſent century.” + -- * 

We continued our 0 eb che 
abboy, He led me into a chamber, in one 
corner of which was a kind of 'window-3 be- 
tween it and the wall of the building, was 4 
very deep ſpace or hollow of: near a hundred 
| feet perpendicular, and at bottom was another 
window, opening to dhe fea, It is called 
« The hole af Montgomeri.”” The hiftory 
of it is this. You may recollect that in 
the year 1550, Henry the ſecond king of 
France, was unfortunately killed at a tournas 
ment by the Count de Montgomeri, It was 
not intended on that nobleman's part; and he 
was forced, contrary ta his inclination, to puſh 
the lance againſt his ſovereign, by his exprefs 
command. He was a Hugonot, and having 
eſcaped the maſſacre ' of Paris, made head 
_ againſt the royal forces in Normandy, being 
ſupported by our Elizabeth with arms and 
money. When driven from his fortreſſes in 
: 2 parts, he retired to a rock, called the 
| “ Tombelaine,”* 
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[nd They: croſled the e having placed their 
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remain. ee —— — only 
* « accefible ar Jow tides, — made 


and rendered himſel rd Areaded, 
Ss deſirous. to - ſurprize the Mont 
« St. Michel, he found means to engage 
221 is ate on of the monks reſident: in 
E ent | 7 diſplaying aaa. 
betra) ed him, and e, 41 his 
— — a waited Montgomeri's arrivals 
The Count came, attended by fifty choſan 
rs, deſperate, and capable of any attempt. 


— 1 - 
> * . 


came to the top, 3 diſpatch 


2 in. turn, e me Montgomeri, who 
"eva. . followed 


\ 
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followed laſt, at length difcordre# cht Wert 
and eſcaped with only two of his men, Gi 


| whom he ' regained © the Tombelaine:” : 


They preſerve with great care, the la 
and grappling irons uſed on this occaſion.—. 

You perhaps remember the ſublequent fate of 
the Count himſelf. He was afte obe- 


lieged and taken priſoner by che Marechal de 5 


Matignon, in 1574, at Domfront in 
mandy; and Catherine of Medieis, vrho de- 
teſted him for his having been, tho' inno- 


cently, the cauſe of her huſband's ay e 0 


dered him to be immediately executed. 
The church itſelf detained me a long time, 


and is matter of great curioſity. It i 15 _ "Op 


ported by nine pillars of melt ane nous di 
menſions, which ſtand upon 8 fo id f. TK 
1 did. not meaſure them 3 da far as 
gloomineſs of the place would nn ne to 
form a judgment, I apprehend that each of 
them muſt be five and twenty feet in cireum- 
ference: beſides theſe, there are two others, 
of much inferior ſize, which ſupport the 
center of the church, over which is the tower. 
If the prodigious incumbent weight and the 
| ature of the fituation is conſidered, nothing 


- leſs 3 


— 
—— ——— — i ——— 


— — —— — 


0 see 
leſs maſſy could ſuſtain the building. They - 
ſeem as if they were deſigned to outlive 
the ravages of time, and the convulſions of 
nature.—But before we enter the church it- 
ſelf, I muſt inform you of the abſurd and 
legendary cauſe which firſt produced it. 
In the reign of Childebert the ſecond, king 
of France, there was a biſhop of Avranches + 

named St. Aubert. To this holy man, the 
archangel Michael was pleaſed to appear one 
night, and order him to go to this rock, and 
there conſtruct a church. St. Aubert, who 
ſeems to have been a little incredulous, 
treated it as a dream: the angel came again, 
repeated his injunction, and not being obeyed, 
the third time, he, by way of imprinting it 
on the biſhop's memory, made a hole in his 
ſkull, by touching it with his thumb. In 
the treaſury of the church I ſaw this curious 
ſkull. It is encloſed in a little ſhrine of 
gold, and a chryſtal, which opens over the 
orifice, gratifies curioſity by the minuteſt exa- 
mination of it. The hole is of a ſize and 
ſhape juſtly proportioned to the thumb ſup- 
poſed to have produced it, and whether it ia 
done with a * or by what other means, 
I cannot 
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I cannot. determine. The. biſhop however, 
upon this ſenſible mark of the divine pleaſure, 
delayed no longer; but repairing to the rock, 


1 conſtructed 2 ſmall church, as he had been 


1 commanded. — Here fable ends; and true 
hiſtory, ſupplying its place, informs us, that 
it was. in 966, that Richard the ſecond duke 
of Normandy began to build the abbey. It 
| was compleated about the year 1070, under 
William the Conqueror, tho*- many other 
additions were made to it by W ab- ; 
bots and princess. 

The treaſury is crouded. with 3 
relics, among which ſome. few have a real and 

intrinſic value, There is a fine head of Charles 

the ſixth of France cut in chryſtal, which 
drew my attention. They have got, Heaven 
knows by what means, an arm of Edward the 


- Confeſſor ; and they ſhewed me another, of 


ce St. Richard, king of England.” Who 
| this faint and prince was, I confeſs, is be- 
yond my comprehenſion, I am ſure they 
could not term Richard the firſt ſo, unleſs his 
cruſade againſt Saladine wiped out all his ſins, 
and canonized him. Richard the ſecond has 
no > better pretenſions to ſanctity. I do not 

mention 


mention him who fell at Bokworth ; fo that | 


who this royal faint was, I muſt leave you to 


diſcover. As to the monks, they know no- 1 


ching about it; but they were poſitive he 


was a king of England. An enormous 


golden cockle-ſhell, weighing many pounds, 
given by Richard the ſecond duke of Nor- 


mandy, when he founded the abbey, i is worth | 


remarking. 


In the middle of the choir kakes 2 Rog: 
which is ſaid to have fallen on the head of 


Louis the eleventh, at the ſiege of Beſangon, 


without doing him the ſmalleſt injury. This, 


he conceived, and with reaſon, muſt have 
been owing to ſome divine interpoſition ; for 
the ſtone weighs, I ſhould ſuppoſe, at leaſt 


ten pounds. Louis, though the greateſt 4 


monſter who ever filled a throne, was yet, 


af intervals, exceedingly pious : he uſed to 
come often in pilgrimage to the Mont St, z 


„ Michel ;” and he ordered this ſtone to be 
ſuſpended by a chain in the choir, and left 
the income of certain lands for the maitite- 
nance of prieſts, who were to ſay maſſes for tis 
preſervation from ſo imminent a danger. 


The e the — the cells of 
the 


\ 
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che monks, are all, (or rather they have been) 
very magnificent, and ſpacious; but a. vaſt 
ſum of money is now wanted to put the 
whole in repair, and reinſtate what the lapſe - 
of ages defaces and deforms. One of the 
great towers is cracked and decayed, They 
have written repeatedly to the miniſtry, to 
know his majeſty's pleaſure reſpecting it; 
but no anſwer has been returned. It will 
probably fall ſoon, and muſt neceſſarily, from 
its prodigious heighth and fize, draw with it 
A conſiderable park of * . build- | 
ings. 
The late king 1 this Ebern ſequeſter- | 
ed the revenues of the abbey, which are very. 
ample. A prior is ſubſtituted inſtead of the 
abbot, and the number of monks is reduced 
from thirty to fourteen. Perhaps a few years 
more may even extinguiſh theſe ; and St. Mi- 
chael himſelf, tho compoſed of gold, be melted 
down to ſupport the expence of a bal pars, 


It is at preſent conſidered chiefly as a priſon of 


ſtate, and will probably be repaired more on that 
account, than from motives of piety, or venera- 
tion for its religious origin. 'The apartments 
are at this time occupied by many illuſtrious | 
Ls a 
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priſoners, who have been ſent here hit 68 Lettre > 
de cachet,” for crimes of ſtate. They are 
detained in more ſtrict or eafy confinement; 
according to the royal mandate. There are 
at preſent, eight in one range of rooms, who 
eat at the ſame table together. They are al. 
lowed each a pint of wine; but neither knives 
or forks are ever given them, left they ſhould 
commit ſuicide, to eſcape the horrors of im- 
priſonment. No perſon is permitted to enter 
chat diviſion of the abbey in which they live, 
of can hold any converſation with them. Four 
of theſe were ſent here ſince the acceſſion of his 
preſent majeſty. There are others who have 
the liberty of going into every part of | the 
Mount without reſtraint; but to enjoy this 
permiſſion they muſt be habited as prieſts, and 
of conſequence be known to every one. To 
. eſcape, ſeems almoſt impoſſible hut what 
cannot human ſubtlety effect, when puſhed to 
deſpair? It is only ſixteen days ſince a Mon- 
feur de C-—, who had been confined: ten 
months, ſucceeded in an attempt to liberate 
himſelf, I was ſhewn the place from whence 
be let himſelf down by. a rope: it is near 2 
| hundrod feet OI He croſſed the 


1 ſands 
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lands immediately, while the ſea was lowy 
and it is imagined he has embarked either for 
Jerſey or for England, as 2 eee 30d | 
been received concerning him 

Some apartments are deſtined to a ches of 
wretches yet more deplorable -I mean; to lu- 
natics. There are ſeveral here who are of high 6 
rank. In the cloiſters of the abbey, 2 perſon 
accoſted me in very polite terms. He ap- 
peared to be above fifty years of age; his dreſs 
was mean, and at his button- hole hung acroſs 
of the order of St. Michael, fantaſtically adorn- 
ed with ribbands. His face, tho brown and 
ſickly, was noble, commanding, and'engap- 
ing; his hair, of a deep black, mixed with 
grey, hung floating upon his ſhoulders ;; arid 
over his whole perſon was an air of dignity in 
ruin. It was the Marquis de R—, a noble- 
man of Bretagne, who has been ſhut up here 
five-and-twenty years. He is inlane? but 
harmleſs, and obſerves perfectly all the forms ofi 
politeneſs and good breeding: None but! 
perſons of borne are ever cog W on _ b 
| account; . : bie You 25 watt. 
I choutzhr * age of bülgribnges b. had 
_ at an ea in il Barren anions pd! 
C 2 * 


A tibband in the lame form was tied acroſs. 
their breaſt; and all over their cloaths were 
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chat ewes now content with venerating 
its ſaints at home but will you believe it, 


when I aſſure you, that the number of pil- 
grims who come annually to pay their vows 
to St. Michael at this Mount, amounts to 
between eight and ten thouſand? They are 
moſtly peaſants, and perſons in mean occu- 


pations; but even among the nobility there 
are not wanting thoſe who are induced to 
make this journey from principles of piety. 
The little town at the foot of the Mount is 


ſometimes ſo crowded with them, that not a 


bed is to be procured. . I faw atleaſt fix when 
I was there. They were all young men and 


women. Their dreſs exactly correſponded 


with our ideas of them, as drawn from ancient 


ballads. - Their hats were laced with cockle- 


ſnells round the edges, and on the crown was 
a gilt coronet, above Which was the eroſs. 


placed little images of St. Michael vanquiſh- 
ing the devil. I aſked them, from whene 


they came? they faid, from Champagne 7. 


a very conſiderable diſtance, aeroſs all France. 


n Ba el ene and they 
\ IR 5 SY would 
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would willingly have followed me when I went 
up to the top of the ſteeple ; but the Swiſs, who 
was well accuſtomed to ſee theſe poor devotees - 


. diable?” ſays he, allez, prier le bon Saint 
« Michel; fi vous voulez! Je ne conduis pas le 
« menu peuple l The poor pilgrims retired 
immediately, without a word.—It is. ſaid, that 
the late Dauphin, father of the preſent king, was 
here incognito, about nineteen or twenty years 


ago; and the old man who conducted me acroſs = Fg 


the ſands, aſſured: me that he had the honour to 
be his-royal highneſs's guide, without knowing 
at the time his rank. The character of the 
Dauphin was that of a bigot, and I am not 
at all ſurprized at ſuch a proof of it. Near 
the foot of the mountain, cloſe to the waves of 
the ſea, is a very fine well of freſh water; but 
as it might and would be undoubtedly. taken 
poſſeſſion of by an enemy in caſe of a ſiege, 
they have contrived to form ciſterns in the ſolid - 
rock, proportionate to every other part of the 
building, and capable of containing many hun- 
dred tuns of water; they ſay, more than twelve 
hundred. Indeed, to beſiege the mountain, 
would * an act of madneſs; as a hundred 3 
0 3 : men 


men might defend ; it 1 ten thouſand a 
ſallants, and any number of veſſels; nor could 
it be, x taken, converted e _ of _ 
tiggal benefit. | 2 251 
The town itſelf is Ab as W ain: e He 
jet of curioſity as any other part of the 
Mount. I doubt not that there are many 
houſes. in it above [ve or hx hundred year: | 
old; and I did not fee one which ſeemed to he 
built ſince the-time of Louis the eleventh. The 


Whole number of perſons reſident in the abe 


bey and in the town, does nat exceed a hun - 
gred and eighty, in time of peace. A militia, 
compoſed of the inhabitants, mounts guard, to 
prevent any of the priſoners from eſcaping» 
In time of war there are five hundred ſoldiers 
commonly in garriſon; and they aſſured mes. 
ſo large and numerous are the chambers in 
different parts of the abbey, that thirteen 
thouſand troops might be diſpoſed of there 
without any ſort of 1 inconvenience, or. Ui» 
r 
They ſell little legendary FRED in the 
W and I haye bought them all, in hopes * 
find ſome hiſtorical anecdotes or traditions re- 
. the place, and the various important 
; events 
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events or ſieges it has undergone ; but alas! 
this is a vain attempt. They are all ſtuffed 
with mi iracles and abſurdities, too ridiculous 
to repeat; and St. Michael and St. Aubert | 

are the only heroes who make any figure i in 
theſe. annals. I would moſt willingly have. 
inſpected the archives which are laid up in 
the abbey ; ; but this gratification is not per- 
mitted to ſtrangers. It muſt be a very curious | 
reſearch, ſince it is probable that every king 
af England from William the Conqueror down 
to Henry the third, muſt have been many times 
here from motives of devation or eurioſity. 5 
In the year 1090, Robert duke of Normans 
dy, and William Rufus king of England, ſons 
ef William the Conqueror, beſieged their 
younger brother Henry a long time in the 
Mont St. Michel.“ It muſt be pre- 
ſumed that they were maſters of the foot of 
the rock; for otherwiſe it would be imprac- 
ticable to inveſt it. The prince eould never 
have been reduced to ſurrender from force 
but he was in want of water, and from that 
neceſſity was on the point of yielding up the 
fortreſs, when Robert, with the benevolence 
and generoſity which marked his. character, 
C + | ſent | 


for his conduct; „ Shall we then,“ ſaid 


4 
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ent 'bim fome pipes of wine; and this a | 
(like that which Henry the fourth permitted 
his troops to give the Pariſians,) enabled 
Henry to hold out. Rufus reproached Robert 


be, ſaffer our brother to die of thirſt? 


And what return did he meet with from 


Henry ? An - impriſonment of twenty-eight 
years in a vaulted . of Cardiff W 
* he expirt. 

I fear I have tired you with Þo! minute | 4 
8 of the mountain. I left it this 
morning, and, being conducted by the fame 
guide acroſs the ſands, reached the village of 
Genet at ten. Numbers of people are — | 
ed eyery year in paſſing this place. The ſea 
comes in with a rapidity beyond any idea 
you can form of it, and frequently inter- 


cepts unhappy travellers, Who preſume to 


venture without a guide. I faw, in the 
church-yard of Genet, a grave where five per- 
ſons were buried, who periſhed as they at- 

tempted to paſs within theſe few days, and 


ſimilar accidents are common.—It was noon 
when I returned to Granville, my fancy en- 
tirely occupied with the extraordinary ſcenes. 


e 
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to which I had been a witneſs, and. which I 
have endeavoured to deſcribe to Tu without 
ſtudy or arrangement. : x | 

This town is ſituated very pleafantly on a 

neck of land ſtretching into the ſea. It is 
not ſmall; but the buildings are ſcattered, | 
mean, and irregular, extending near a mile 
from one extremity to the other, part on the 
rock above, and part in the vale below. —It 
is open to the ſea, there being no bay, tho 
they have conſtructed part of a pier to ſhelter 
and protect the ſhipping. Some ſmall re- 
doubts and batteries have likewiſe been erecte d 
during the late war, on the eminences round . 
the place, to defend it from Invaſion; Taman: | 
are of no ſtrength. 1 ol 
It in. thre 0 honed Ls; the better, 
My next will probably be written from fome 


part of Oe” _ en ; 1 
N ke. 
| | . NY. 
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St, Malo, Tueſday, 4h . . 


1 very late Saturday night when I reached 
Avranches; and had I been a Roman Ca- 
tholic, I ſhauld certainly have put both my- 
ſelf and my carriage under the protection of 
the Virgin, ox of ſome ſaint who is the tute- 


ary patron of travellers, before I adventured 


into theſe perilous roads. The chaiſe once 


Nuck faſt for near an hour, and I was obliged 


to employ a dozen peaſants, who with the help 


length lifted it up by main ſtrengtu. 
' - .: : Avranches detained me a few. hours. The 
city is the meaneſt I have yet ſeen in Francs, 


but its ſituation is very fine. The cathedral 


ſtands on. a hill, which terminates abruptly, t the 


front of the church extending to the extreme 


verge of it, and overhanging the precipice. It 


bears the marks of high antiquity, but the 
towers are decayed in many places, tho? its 
original conſtruction has been wonderfully 
Wy While 1 Head near it, one of the 


Fiel 
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prieſts very politely accoſte me, and offer'd, 
as I appeared to be a ſtranger, to give me owe: 
information reſpecting it. 

« The cathedral,” faid he, has been the 
« work of different ages; but the two. weſ- 
« tern towers are ſuppoſed to be ꝛ as old as the 
_ < eighth century, the biſhopric itſelf having 
« been founded about the year 400. One of 
« the Engliſh kings, Henry the ſecond, re- 
« ceived abſolution here from the Papal 
« Nuncio, for the- murder of St. Thomas 
ce a-Becket, i in II 72, and the ſtone on which 
« he knelt the performance of that 
6 ſolemn | ceremony, ſtill exiſts. 38 He car- 
ried mg to look at the ſtone. Its length is 
about thirty inches, and*the breath twelve. 
It ſtands before che north portal, and on it is 
engraved a challee in o commemoration of the 
event, 76 Nl, 
The ruins of t the caftte of Avranches are 
very extenſive, and beneath lies a rich extent: 
of country, covered with 1 and 
abounding in gtain. e 2; 1 

I continued my journey on Sunday at noorl, 
and quitting Normandy, reached the city of 
Dol i in * the ſame evening. At Pon- 
— EE. : — torſo 


+ = 2 | ad 
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torſon the two provinces are 1 by tha 
little river Coeſnon, which forms the boun- 
dary.— Dol muſt detain every perſon who has 
any veneration for the remains of antiquity. þ-4 
Except the epiſcopal palace, which is an ele- 
gant modern building, there is not a houſe 
within the walls, which does not ſeem to have 
been built in ages the moſt barbarous and re- 
mote. The fortifications are in the ſame ſtyle, 
and appear to have been antiently very for- 
midable. Hiſtory confirms this ſuppoſition. 
William the Conqueror twice laid ſiege to Dol, 
and was twice repulſed. In 107 5, Philip king 
_- of F rance forced him to make a haſty retreat 
into Normandy; and when he again attempted 
to make himſelf maſter of it in 1085, Alain 
duke of Bretagne obliged him to retire with 
ſome diſgrace. : Henry the ſecond, 0. ſue- 
ceſsful, carried Dol by ſtorm in 177 3. 
It was a beautiful autumnal evening, and 1 5 
walked hear half a league from the town to 
view a ſingular object of curioſity. In the mid - 
dle of a very large orchard ſtands a ſingle ſtone, 
detween forty and fifty feet high: its circum- 
ference near the baſe equals its heighth, and the 
: form is circular and conical, I is called 
' | | : «6 La | 
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olent.. 6 The ſtone 


cc La Pierre du champ d 


* of the field of lamentation. There are 


no certain accounts when, or n oc 
caſion it was erected; but the traditions 
relative to it are equally numerous and con- 


tradictory. 1 had the pleaſure! to ſee and 


converſe with the gentleman on whoſe: eſtate 
it is ſituated, He ſaid, the moſt. approved 


opinion was, that Julius Cæſar had cauſed: it 
to be erected as a trophy to mark the extent 


which he gained over the inhabitants of Ar: 


morica. The peaſants are fully perſuaded that | 


the devil ſet it up in one of his idle hours; 


« but,” added he, „ have myſelf cauſed the 


« earth to be removed round its baſe to the dif- 
« tance of forty feet on every ſide; and I find 


« that it joins. to a prodigious rock, from 
« which it ſeems to have ſprung ; ſo that : 
ithſtanding its | 


* am induced to think, notw 
* name, that it may be a natural eren ＋ 

Howeyer cauſed, it is very extraordinary, 

deſerves an attentive inveſtigation.” E 26 

I got to this city yeſterday. The caſtle bf 
St. Malo was built by the eclebrated Anne of 

Bretagne, who annexed the duchy to the crown: 


of 


* 


unn 


of France by her marriage with Charles the 
eighth in 1489. She was aſked by the engi- 
neer who conſtructed it, what plan ſhe would 
chooſe as its model. My coach,” ſaid the, 
It is ſo in effect. A large ſquare area within, | 
conſtitutes the body; two ſmall towers in the 
fore-part anfwer to the fore-wheels of a carri- 
age, as two others of a larger ſize do to the 
kinder ones; a projection in front forms the 
pole, and an arched nich behind correſponds 
to the place where the ſervant was uſed to 
ſtand. Conſcious that poſterity might ac- 
cuſe her of caprice and abſurdity, ſhe has 
obviated their critiqiſms in a manner truly 
zxoyal, by an inſcription engraved on the _ | 
and _ re at _ ART a 


. . * e gronde, __ eſt mon ane 


You will dives this obe the eaſ mor of a 
Nan 8 1 * 15 * 

t. Malo ts fituated l in an ian Joined tothe 
3 by a cauſeway. The ancient city 
and bifhopric were half a league diſtant, upon 


_ the main-Jand; but in the year 1172, the 


* John de la Grille removed his reſidence. 
3 
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to the little iſland of St. Aaron, and began the | 
town which now exiſts. The houſes are all! 
lofty and ele 3 but the ſtreęts, owing to 
the want of room and to the number of inha- 


bitants, are narrow, dirty, 
To- morrow 1 
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| Nantes, Saturday, v6 September, 175 


Left St. Malo laſt Thurſday ©nnight, 8 
and lay at Hede, a little town ſituated on 


the ſummit of a mountain, which commands a 
moſt extenſive proſpect. I got to the city of 1 


Rennes next morning. Here I had flattered 
myſelf with the pleaſure of ſeeing the celebrated 
Monſieur de la Chalotais, who, after having 
ſuffered, under Louis the fifteenth, all the pu- 
niſhments-which deſpotiſm can inflict, is now 
returned to paſs the little remainder of his 
3 in his native province of Bretagne. I 


had received very particular letters to intro- 


duce me to his acquaintance ; but he was gone 
to his (eat at Caradeuc, the preceding day, 


To the honour of his preſent majeſty and of 


the miniſtry, they have endeavoured to make ; 


him every poſſible compenſation for the cruel 
indignities which he met with under the late 
reign. The king has preſented him with three 


hundred thouſand livres, beſides a penſion. He 


is reſtored to his place of Procureur gene- 
« ral au parlement;“ and his eſtate of Cara» 


I ſaid 


THROUGH FRANCE. 1 
I ſtaid near two days at Rennes. It is he 
honorary capital of Bretagne, becauſe the ſtates 


of commerce, is dull and poor. Several of 
the principal ſtreets are however very hand- 
ſome, a fire which happen'd in the year 1720, 8 
and which almoſt reduced the whole place to 
aſhes, having obliged the inhabitants to rebuild 
them with great regularity. In one of the 
1 is a n bronze ſtatue, of Louis the 


tation aſs reverence — marked ; in her 
| countenance. At the foot of the pedeſtal is an 
inſcription in Latin. I bluſhed as I read it; 
for the monarch to whom it was offered. He 
lived, like his predeceſſor," to ſee all theſe 
marks of public approbation ceaſe; and, loſt 
to greatneſs and glory in the arms of his 
miſtreſſes, a dark cloud obſcurẽd the evening 


are aſſembled there; but like all cities deſtitute 


— 
tw 255 
1 


„ 5:40, 8 O59 85 115 


of a feign, which he had genes * ſome 


ies is is Gtuate on | the: inde river-Vilaine; 


$i" was anciently very ſtrongly fortified, but 
the walls are now: in ruins, and the ditch 


nearly flled up. The ſiege of the eity by 
Edward the third king of England, is very 
ton army conſiſted of forty thouſand men; and 
nevertheleſs, after having remained beſore it 


fix months, were eee without 
eee m n och WE 


1 arrived here.g on | Manday lat. — 


vantageous and agreeable,” being built on 
the egſy declivity of à hill, deſcending oa 
every ſide to the river. The Loire itſelf may; 
almoſt vie with the Thames. Exagtly:oppde 


| 1 to the {pat on Which ſtands the town, it 
8 di divided into ſeveral channels, hy a number 
of ſmall iſlands, moſt of which are covered 


with elegant houſes. The great quay is more 


than a mile in length; the buildings very fun 


perb, and chiefly erected ſince the late peace, in 


1763. As its commerce is annually encreaſ= | 
ng the city is conſequently in a ſtate of cun- 


tinual 


in hiſtory. The Engliſh and Bre- 


2 noble city, and its fituation is. equally ads 


W e awd BS. 0 Ic 
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tinual improvement, and advance in beauty. 
The Loire is notwithſtanding very ſh 3 
and all goods are brought up in large boats from 
Painbeuf, which is nine leagues, diſtant, near 
the mouth of the river, and at which place veſ- | 
els of burden are obliged to unload. At th 
eaſtern extremity of the town ſtands the caſtle, 
in which the ancient dukes of Bretagne held 
their reſidence. | It was built about the year 
1000 ; but the duke of \Mereceur, who during 
century, rendered himſelf iu ame degree ſaves 
reign of this province, made ſeveral conſidera» 
ble additions to it. In he chapel, Anne, 
qucheſs of Bretagne, and widow of Gharles 
the eighth, married Louis the twelfth in 24991 
and by. union, confirmed the ducky 
to the cron of France They ſho wege the 
chamber in id de nkds ted de 
Retz was confined by order of Anne f 
Auſtria, and from which he made his eſcape - - 
by letting bimſelf down with a rope into 2 
boat, which waited for him on the Loire. 50. 
Many of the ancient dukes of Bretagne are 
interred in the different churches of the city, 
The moſt ſplendid of all the monuments erected 
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to their memory, is that of Francis n 
who was the laſt of them. It is Ike 0 
« Epliſe des Carmes, “ and was raiſed by filial ill : 
duty. His daughter Anne cauſed it to be 


cConſtructed, while the was queen of France. 


Michael Columb, a Breton by birth, was Will « 
a maſter- piece of ſculpture. 7 be ae 1 
magnificent as any of thoſe in the abby of St. Wil | 
Denis; and not content with this proof of her il 
attachment to her father's memory, Anne of: Wl ! 
dered her own heart to be depoſited within'a Wl © 
golden box, in the ſame vault.— The infctip: 
tion near the tomb, is very curious, It c. my 
lates that Francis the ſecond, after having * 
been married ſeven years to his firft wiſe with 
out iſſue, as his laſt reſource, made 2 vow to n 
the Virgin Mary, that if by her power or in- Ml * 
terceſſion he obtained a child, he would dedi- Wl © 
cate to her an image of his own weight n 8 
gold. The holy Virgin, whether moved by e 
the prodigious value of the preſent, or whether Bl 
touched with pity, heard the prayer very fa- Wl * 
vourably. The duke had a fon, and perform- 
ed his vow ; tho? exigencies of ſtate oblig- 
ed him ſome _ afterwards to retra& the il © 


prince 


a a > 
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princely dondtim toilet made. By his ſe- 
cond wife Margaret de Foix, he became 
father to the princes Aura. a een m_ 
of France. 

Nantes was ende. bre almoſt every 
conſiderable city in, Europe, very ſtrongly 


| fortified. Peter de. Dreux, one of the dukes. | | 


of Bretagne, ſurrounded it with, walls, which: 
have only been demoliſhed within theſe few: 
years. The bridge is an object of curioſity. 
[tis near a mile and a half in length, being c 

tinued acroſs all the little iſlands in the Tm, 
from north to. ſouth, -; There are two other 
ſmaller rivers, which. unite at this city, one 
of which is called the Erdre. I went up this | 
river about two leagues. yeſterday, to a gentle- 
man's Chateau, where I dined. A, Me- - 
ander, ſo famous in Grecian fable, can hardly 
exceed the Erdre in beauty. It winds ee 3 
groves of cheſnut, oak, and poplar, which 
cover the banks to the edge of the water, and 
which are only broken by vineyards, gardens, 
and elegant villas. About half way, are the 
ruins of a celebrated fortreſs, formerly poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Hugonots called the caſtle 
« de la Verriere;“ and at the diſtance of a. 
mile from the houſe whers F Ln 2 Gays 
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1 more than once. The inteſti 
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is an ancient manſion ſurrounded with thick, 
woods, which belonged to Peter Landals, 


the famous and n. favourite of F _ 


the ſecond. | | 
Bretagne is by ho means fo fertile ord. 
tivated a province as Normandy." The in- 
terior part is chiefly open and heathy, but 
the ſea-coaſts · are more populous, and richer 
in ſoil. Round this city, and to the ſouth- 
ward, in the Pays de Retz, vines are 
very plentiful, and they make a thin, ſour 


Wine, known by the name of * Vin Nan- 


„ tois.“ If we compare the preſent con- 
dition of Bretagne, as conſtituting a part f 
the kingdom of France, with-its ancient one 
as an independent government, there can be 
no doubt that the change which incorporate 

it with the monarchy, was the moſt ſalu- 


tary and happy to be conceived. While 


under the dominion of their native princes, 
the duchy was a ſcene of continual war, blood- 
ſhed; and devaſtation, The dukes of Nor- 


mandy, or kings of France, were ever aiming 


at its reduction, and the pry ary it 


which were raiſed by the oopelits etna 


of Johit'de Montfort and Charles of Bois, in 
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try unpeopled, deſolate, and a prey to the moſt 
ſevere famine.” Louis the. eleventh file o end 


of Beaujeu, left regent at his death, purſued het 


father's meaſures with vigour; aid the narrow, 
parſimonious character and condi of Pr 


ſpired to complete this important acquiſition. 


ſons, whom this duchy has produced. Ber- 
trand du Gueſclin, Conſtable of France, and ſo 


and the Black Prince, was à native of 

too well known by. his amours and his mis- 
only ten or twelve miles from Nantes, near 
twelfth century, under the reign we anke Ee 
and is carried back into remote aftiguity. 


The An, doubtleſs* had a ſtatibn here: 
In 


the fourteenth century, left the miſerable coun® 


the way for its re- union tothe crown. The ay | 


Henry the ſeventh, whoſe avarice prevititet 
him from lending any effectual ſuccour to 
Francis the ſecond or his daughter Anne, con- 


I do not recolle& many very eminent per- 


renowned in the wars of Edward the third 
tagne ; and Abelard, Heloiſe's unhappy jover, 
fortunes, was bormat a village called LePalet; 


the borders df Poictou. He lived in the 


| third, duke of Bretagne. do ng nt 
The origin of Nantes very . 
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rible and lagitious ever to be mentioned. They 
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In the year 1580, among the ruins . 
tower demoliſhed at that time, was found a 
ſtone, which, by order of the magiſtrates, was 


| transferred in 1606 to the Hotel de Ville.“ 


The. inſcription on it has greatly exerciſed the 
attention of antiquaries. It is very legible, 
125. nee it 


Numinib: Auguſtor: 
| „ Deo: vol: Jano. 
« M: Gewelr Secundus. et C. Sedat: Florus. 
Actor: Vicanor. Portent. Tribunal. C. ge 
.Locis ox aprons wn. en 320 


1 


oa cannot eee e to you. one 


* monument equally ſingular. Near a | 


bridge which croſſes the Loire; called © Le 


Font de la belle Croix, is a fone fixed in 


the wall, with the remains of a defaced in- 
ſcription on it. It was placed there to mark 

the ſpot where Gilles, Marechal de Retz was 
burnt, under the reign of Charles the ſeventh, 
and, as I think, about the year 1440. This 
nobleman was accuſed of, and con ed to 
die, for crimes, which were ſaid to ee | 


— 

1 
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. were never divulged, but covered up in dark- 
neſs and myſtery. A very ingenious man, 
to whom I am indebted for almoſt all the in- 
formation I have gained here, aſſured me that 
the Marechal de Retz's trial is yet p reſer 
„ WH 2mong the archives of the cityʒj; 1 but that 1 
it has never been opened, from the ſame e 
} of horror and caution, which originally actuat- 
ed his judges. I muſt confeſs that this ne | 
ory appears to me very extraordinary. | 
The environs of Nantes are agreeable; mo 
I ſhould be tempted to make a longer Nay: 
here, if. the advanced ſeaſon did not compel f 
me to haſten my journey. ſhall ſet out Sz 
in two hours for Rochelle. Whether I ſhall - 
purſue my route to Bourdeaux, through Sain- 
tonge, or make an excurſion by Poitiers and 
Angouleſme, I do a ee 35 n | 
hear of me as I e e e e e x 
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| Rochelle, Wednetny 20th c 177 a 


- SLEPT at Aigrefeille laſt Saturday | 
L night, a little village on the confines of 
Bretagne, and breakfaſted next morning at 
Montague, the firſt town in Poictou. I con- 
tinued my journey the whole day through that 
province, and arrived, as the ſun ſet, at Mo- 
reille. The evening was uncommonly beau- 
tiful, and I ſhould have proceeded ſome miles 
farther, if a very large convent, which ſtood: 
oppoſite to the poſt-houſe, in one of the fineſt 
ſituations to be conceived, had not ſeemed to 
invite my attention. I ordered horſes for the 
next morning, and walked up to look at the 
monaſtery. The great gates were open, and 
admitted me into a ſpacious court, or lawn, in 
front of the building. Here I met the Prior : he 
was a thin, ſpare figure, in appearance paſt his 
fiftieth year, if his dreſs did not tend to deceive 
my judgment. He accoſted me with ex- 
treme politeneſs ; and, on my informing him 
that I was a traveller, induced by curioſity to 
viſit his convent, he conducted me into the 
church, and through the apartments. We 
op 5 | 4 are,” 
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ce are,” ſaid he, © of the "Ciſtercian -or- 
« der, and owe our foundation to Eleanor, 
« queen of England, and wife to Henry the 
« ſecond: but during the unhappy wars of 
« the League, the chief ſcene of which lay 
in this part of the kingdom, our archives 
« yere all carried away, and the building! it- 
« ſelf defaced, by the ſoldiers of Coligni.” 
—— When we had finiſhed our view of it, he 
inſiſted on my company atſupper. Our repaſt 
was ſerved up with great elegance, and follow- 
ed by a deſert from the gardens of the priory, 
which were very extenſive, I ſtaid till near 
midnight, and left my generous hoſt with the” 
utmoſt regret. _ 
I got to Marans, Monday aid, i is 
a miſerable town, fituate on the river Sevre, 
which divides Poictou from the Pays 
« d' Aunis. At a mall diſtance from the 
place, on the bank of the river, towards its 
mouth, tradition yet points out the ſpot ren- 
dered celebrated by the interview of Louis the 
eleventh of France, and his brother Charles, 
duke of Guyenne, The artful monatch exhauſt- 
ed in vain all his treacherous policy to gain his 
brother; and their i interview, like moſt others 
„„ between 


3 T 0 U R | 
between princes, was unaccompanied with 
any ſalutary, or beneficial effect. N 
It is only twenty miles from Marans to Ro- 
| chelle, through a rich country, covered with 
vines. This city, ſo famous in the ſixteenth and | 
ſeventeenth centuries—the refuge at that time 
of the H lugonots, and their grand barrier againſt 
the royal power —is | Rill a commercial and o- 
pulous place, tho? much declined from it's an- 
tient luſtre. The port, tho” it does not admit 
veſſels of any conſiderable burthen, is yet well. 
calculated for trade. It may be divided into, 
three parts; the baſon, which is the innermoſt, 
of theſe, i is only * quarter of a mile i in circum- 
ference; and at the entrance are two very 
noble Gothic towers, called the Tour de 
“St. Nicolas,“ and the Tour de la Chaine.” 
They are now in a ſtate of decay, but were I 
anciently deſigned to protect the town and har- | 
bour. Without theſe towers, is the Avant 
cc Port,“ extending more than a league, and 
bounded by two points of land, to the north 
and ſouth. Beyond all, is the road, where the 
largeſt ſhips uſually anchor, protected f from the 2 
ſouth-weſt winds by the iſlands of Re, Oleron, 3 


and Aix. Previous to. the e ceſion of C 
to 


_— . s tw 
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to England, and of New Orleans to the 
crown of Spain, the trade of Rochelle was - 
very lucrative. ' It has again revived within 
theſe two laſt years, 10 the coaſt of ak 
and the Eaſt Indies. 

This place cannot lay chim to bs remote 
antiquity. It was only a little collection of 
houſes on the ſhote, inhabited by fiſhermen, 
when William the ninth; laft Count of Poictou, 
rendered himſelf maſter of it in 1130. From 
that prince it deſcended to his only dau chter 
Eleanor, who, after her divorce from Louis 
the ſeventh of France, brought all her ample 
dowry in re of to I e 11 1 W =—_ 
ne . N 

Louis erandgrelied every rule 15 true 1 


in ſuffering ſo great a princeſs to carry her 
poſſeſſions into the family of his vaſſal Henry, 
already too powerful. The charter of Elea- 
nor, incorporating the town of La Rochelle, 
yet ſubſiſts, in the regiſters of the city. She 
granted them many peculiar privileges, which 
her ſon Richard the firſt afterwards confirmed. 
Under John, the'Engliſh affairs declined ; and 
though St. Louis, actuated by ſcruples of ho- 
nour and conſcience, reſtored to Henry the 


„5 third 
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third all Saintonge, and Aunis, yet his n 
Philip the Bold, re- conquered then again ſome | 
years after, The battle of Poitiers, under Ed- 
ward the third, in 1356, was followed by the 
ſurrender of all the adjoining provinces and 
cities to England. Rochelle conſtituted part 
of the dominiens given to the Black Prince by | 
his father; but his reign was very ſhort, and 
he lived to ſee them again re-ynited to France | 
dy Charles the fiſth, in the latzer years of 
Edward's. reign... | 
The Reformed Side 20 was Grid in | 
troduced i into the kingdom about x540,' met 
with a moſt favourable reception here; and this 
city became, under Charles the ninth, the grand 
aſylum of. the Proteſtants. The maſſacre of 
Paris was followed ſoon after by the memorable 
ſiege of Rochelle, which began in November 
1572, and was raiſed in June 1573. Enthu- 
ſiaſm ſupplied the beſieged with conſtancy and | 
courage, which rendered them ſuperior to the 
aſſailants; and the Duke of Anjou, afterwards ' 
Henry the third, who commanded the royal 
army, was happy to find a pretext in his election 
to the crown of Poland, for withdrawing his 
ſhattered troops, after having loſt twenty-two 
5 | | chou 
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thouſand men before the place. This ſucceſs 
conduced towards inſpiring them with refo« 
lution to withſtand. Louis the thirteenth, in 
1627 ; but Richlieu's daring genius was not 
to be awed into any ſubmiſſions Aſter having 
precluded every ſource of afliftance by ſea and 

land, and having inveſted the place for thir= 
teen months, it ſurrendered to the mercy of 
the king. The calamities which the garriſon 
_ endured from famine, ae only to be com- 
pared with. thoſs of - Jeruſalem under Titus, 
and perhaps even axceeded them. It was the 
laſt effort of religious oppoſition, am the 
æra which eſtabliſhed an — 1 | 
power throughout the kingdom. 
I went twice yeſterday,. to djs nk 
brated mound erected by Richlieu. When the 
ſea retires, it is ſtill viſible; and I walked out 
upon it above three hundred fret. It extends 
from ſide to fide, acroſs the whole harbour, 
nearly an Engliſh mile in length. Its breadth 
is, at this time, more than one hundred and 
fifty feet, and it widens continually towards 
the baſe. No effort of art or power can 
poffibly impreſs the mind with ſo vaſt and ſub- 
lime an idea of the genius of Richlieu, as 
does this bulwark againſt the ſea, While 
5 I ſtood 
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I flood upon it, in the middle of the port, 
between the waves which rolled on either fide, 


and contemplated its extent and ſtrength, 1 1 


was almoſt inclined to ſuppoſe this aſtoniſhing 

work to be ſuperior to human power, and the 
production rather of a deity than of a mort: | 
A ſmall opening of about two hundred feet, 
argon, the architect who 
conſtructed it, to give entrance to veſſels, and 
ſhut up by chains fixe&acroſs it. A tower 

was likewiſe erected at each end, no remains 

of which. are now to be ſeen. Neither 


duke of Buckingham, or the earl of mae), 


who were ſucceſſively ſent from Engl nd to 
the aid of the beſieged by Charles che firſt, 
dared to attack this formidable barri erz they 
retired, and left Rochelle to its fate! III 


- all: probability, a thouſand: years, aided by 


ſtorms, and all the fury of the ſea, will 


| make. little or no impreſſion on chis mound, 


which is deſigned to endure as' dep, dark wo | 


fame of the Cardinal, it's auto. 


From the northern point of the kRarbent; 
is a fine view of the three iſlands, Rẽ, Oleron, 


and Aix. It was on the former of theſe, that | 


the duke of Buckingham landed, and, after his 1 
fruitleſs attempt on the citadel of St. Martin, 
Fe 5 kh Was 
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was repulſed with the loſs of eight thouſindmen; 


This little iſland, which is only fox leagues | 
in length, is ſeparated from the main land by 


a a channel of three miles broad. It contains, 
I am aſſured, twenty thouſand inhabitants, 
and is better evkbvinigh than the fineſt. pro 
vince -of France; while Oleron, which is 
more than double its ſize, has not near that 
number of people, and is neither in the ſame 
ſtate of cultivation or improvement. This 
contraſt is the reſult of their different political 
immunities, the iſland of Re being bee, and 
—_—_ from all duties or taxation. Tone 
On the ſouthern ſide of the port ſtands a con- 
vent of Minims, erected by Louis the thirteenth, 
after the ſiege in 1628, to pray for the ſouls of 
thoſe who periſhed before La Rochelle. When 


* 


Charles the ninth began to inveſt it i in 1572 


there were at that time, ſeventy-two. thou- 


ſand perſons in the city. In the ſecond ſiege, 


they had diminiſhed: to twenty-eight thou». 
ſand; and at preſent, the inhabitants are only 
. ſeventeen and eighteen thouſand ; of 
which ſcarce two thouſand! are Hugonots.—- 
Religious zeal and animoſity have entirely ſub- 
ſided; the citizens are eſteemed to be as well 
D - attached; 


— 
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attached to the crown as any in France; and 
Louis the fifteenth permitted the inſcriptions 
engraved on copper, and affixed by Richlieu 
on either fide: the doors of the monaſtery -T 1 
ſince, folemnly broken, and thrown into the 
ſea. I purpoſe to leave Rochelle to-mor- 
row, and fhall take the road to Rochfort _ 
_ Saintes. | 
© whores Lt aig, | 
aſſured me that the family of d*Olbreuſe ftill 
exiſts, and that they reſide near Chateauneuf 
upon the Charente, in the province of Angou- 
mois. He added, that their cireumftances were 
narrow almoſt to diſtreſs. You will ſurely recol- 
lect, that this houſe is allied to the blood royal 
of Zell married Mademoiſelle d' Olbreuſe, at 
Breda, about the middle of the laſt century. 
They had only one daughter, the beautiful 
and unhappy Sophia, ſo well known for her 
confinement and misfortanes, and nen to 
his late majeſty, George the ſecond. 25 
TDbe weather here is the . 
| delightful that can be imagined. The vintage 
| TITS city, and the pea- 
fans 
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ſants are engaged in all that happy feſtivity 
natural to the ſeaſon and the employment. 1 
ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing this _ 
continued to the foot of the Pytetees, as they 
do not begin their vintage in eee; 
Gaſcony till the middle or end ef October. 
This is 2 long, hiſtorical letter. It is 
time to finiſh it, and aue. pal, 
&c. 2525 0 ; „ ARR 34 71 
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H E diftuiice from Rochelle to Rockifort . 
J is ſeven leagues, the firſt four of which 
9 pleaſant, the road lying long 
the ſea· ſhore, and in view of the iflands of Ole- 
ron and Aix, which appear at a ſmall diſtance. 
It is now almoſt a century ſince Louis the 
fourteenth conſtructed Rochfort, and the city is 
built in the midſt of marſhes, which were ex- 
preſsly drained for that purpoſe. - Colbert was 
then the firſt miniſter, and it is ſaid, he uſed to 
call it La Ville d'Or,” from the prodigious 
ſums his maſter had expended there. Time 
has however evinced the utility of the project, 
and the port is. become as neceſſary and im- 
portant to the crown of France, as either 
Breſt or Toulon. It is ſituated on the river 
Charente, about five leagues from its mouth. 
I paſſed ſeveral hours, on Friday morning, in 
the different magazines and dock-yards. 

Every thing appears to be under admirable 
regulation, and the ſeveral branches of naval 
equipment are carried on with the utmoſt 
| Vigour and diſpatch. - A grand object of at- 
f tention 


— 
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tention with the preſent miniſtry ſeems to be 
to reſtore the navy, which was almoſt totally 
deſtroyed during the late war with England. 

The number of workmen commonly em- | 
ployed at Rochfort, is about nine hundred, and 
to theſe are added fix hundred galley flaves, 
who are occupied in 3 00 2 ane labo- 
rious branches of ſervice. They are chain- 
ed two and two with * eng conſtantiy 
guarded, and confined in a long building erected 
for that purpoſe in the center of the yard. Some 
of theſe wretches are thus detained” for a term 

of years; others during life. The precautions 
uſed to prevent their eſcape are excellent, and 
improved on continually by une yet, 
in ſpite of 1 Wen ae are WF 
eluded; #63 rh et viE4 7 2 
The armoury, W eee this! ons: 
| houſes of every kind, are all in the beſt order, 
and kept with prodigious neatneſs. Louis the 
fourteenth: fortified the city at the time he con- 
ſtructed it; but its ſituation, at ſo conſiderable 
a diſtance'from the fea, renders it ſufficiently | 
ſecure from any attack, and they have there- 
fore lately oloſed up the battlements, and ne- 

. . It is laid out with 
10 great 


this reſpect, as oy: are moſtly low and. 


aqueduct which conveyed vater to the town. 
from near three leagues diſtance, - it has been | 
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great beauty and elegance. The W 
all very broad and ſtrait, extending through 
the whole place from ſide to ſide; W e 
buildings do not correſpond with them in 


irregular. 
„ eee e eee of which. 4 


n the capital, begins at a ſmall diſtance from 


| Rockfort-: The enten, which Saintes * 


yeſterday en It was ene mh 


and thoſe conquerors of the earth, who poliſn- 
ed the nations they, ſubdued,; have left behind 


the ruins of the amphitheatre. Tho' now in 
the laſt ſtage of decay, its appearance is auguſt 
and venerable. In ſome parts, ſcarce. any of 


the arches are to be ſeen; but the eaſt end is 


ſtill in a great degree of preſervation. From its. - 
ſituation ima valley, and from the ruins of an 


ſuppoſed that Naumachiæ were repreſented in 


it, but Sis amounts o to conjecune. A tri - 
umphal 
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umphal arch, on which. is an inſeriptiom in 
Roman mm On ikewi mengen. 1 
his deathy fo era amer at ono 


e 14s e wr,” | 


The xi river Cares ſurrounds this cir, as 
the bene een dury deſeribing 
the form of a horſe · ue. I have — 
ing in the beautiful meadows which border 
upon it, and from whence: the buildings of the 
town have a ſine effect. Tho® the Charente 
eannot compare with the Loire or the Rhone: 
in ſize and depth, yet the actions which have 
been performed on its banks in different. ages, 
bourg, only ſox miles from hence, ani nearer 
to its mouth, was fought the: battle between 
Henry the third of England and It... Louis, 
where the latter was conqueror, and ia which 
he gave proofs of undaunted proweſs | and in- 
trepidity, by defending almoſt alone, the pat. 
ſage of à bridge againſt the whole Engliſh 
ed princes: who. ever reigned in France, was 
born in nnn only ſeven leagues 
5 higher 
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185 up on the Charente. Two 3 
beyond Cognac, ſtill nearer its ſourde; ais the 
famous plain of Jarnac,: where the Hugonots 
were beat in 1569 by the duke of Anjouzafter- 
wards Henry the third; and where the great 
Louis, firſt prince of Conde was aflaflinateT by 
Monteſquiou. I am told that the prefent-Court 
de Jarnae has cauſed a monument :to be erected 
within tlieſe few years. over the ſpot there pe- 
riſhed that unhappy prince. I intended to haue 
gone along the banks of the Charente, through | 
lefme ; but the difficulties are almoſt inſuper- 
able, as there is no poſt road yet eſtabliſhed; | 
and I therefore purſue the ſtrait route to Bour- 4 
deaux, through Pons and Blay e- 
Except the remains of Roman as * 
viſible at Saintes, the place contains very 
little to detain or amuſe. a traveller. It is 
built with great irregularity; ;; the ſtreets: are 
narrow and winding, the houſes mean, and 
almoſt all of them are ſome centuries old. 
The. cathedral has. been repeatedly defaced and 
deſtroyed by Normans and Hugonots, who | 
made war alike on every monument of art or 
. One tower * eſcaped their rage, 
| | worm | 
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which is ſaid to have been built as early as 
the year eight hundred, by Charlemagne, It 
is of an enormous magnitude, both as to 


. Py 


heighth and circumference. Theſe eireum- 


ſtances have probably conduced more to „% 
preſervation during the fury of war, chan any 
veneration for the memory of its founder, or 
for the ſanctity of its inſtitut ion. 

; The Reformed Religion ſeems fur ol hs 
decline in this province, Where aneiently it 
had gained ſo many votaries. There is on 
one Proteſtant family, as I am aſſi 


of devotion, warm and animated in the be- 
ginning, are nouriſhed. by perſecution, but 


unhappily become languid and extinct in an 


2 E 


age of rn p50 ig principles; 
Intereſt is ever preſent; cpa erg erde by 
mankind. The Eftabliſhed Religion holds 
out offices and honours 3 Proteftantiſm © hs 
ren: Her rewards are in anotlier world. Can 
you wann nen + [ho ieee py 
Adieu! Option rent 4491 
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. Baurdeaux, 


Saintes: the reaſon is evident; - the feryc 8 
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| Bourdeaux, _ 7th babe an 


we ogrmbly freely cane New 
cient caſtle le belonging i the Prince d de | 
Hats did thy and wa 0 rd y ew 
enn fine rivulets which 1 joſe them 4 


| my cantngs into'« boat, and eames wp ©y/th | 
city by water; a diſtance of about feveil. 
| leagues. At Blaye, the river is above four | 
miles in breadth, but it diminiſhes inſenſibly 
as one approaches Bourdeaux, Nearly half 
way between the two places, is the mouth: | 
of the river Dordogne, which after runni 4 
through the Limoſin and Perigord, empties 
itſelf into the Garonne. The ee at 2 
conflux of theſe two ſtreams, is wonderfully | 
B 


| the Nogat, near . is Poliſh 
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pictureſque. It is more cultivated and plea- 
ſing, tho“ leſs ſublime and magnificent, 
than that at the junction of the Viſtula and 


Pruſſia. 2&7, 170502 
. Wight 


eee, v turned round a point 


of land, which opened 30 us the © city ef 
Bourdeaux at the diſtaute of three: miles. 
The effect un che ſpo&yter- is exceedingly = 
ſtriking. Il deſeribes the figure of u ereſcent 
more than a lengus in lengthy” the: buildings | 
pect ſo ſuperb in Europe, except the view of 
Liſbon from the tower of Belem em the river 
Tagus, which tho* more irregular from the 
nature of its- ene, is det he ara 
magnificence, py 
The e . which Jour- 
deaux cannot fail to make on a ſtrangei 
his firſt arrival,” is well confirmed þ a rei : 
dence in it. Pleaſure ſeems to have as many 
votaries here as commerce z luxury and in- 


duſtry reign within the ſame walls, and that 


in the moſt extenſive degree. The air of 


Ll 


4 1 


courts is ever ee ſeducin g. . 
us. Commercial cities are uſually marked 
by oppoſite manners, and the love of gait, | 
Powerful; in its influence over the human 
heart, generally obſcures and abſorbs dhe 1 
ſofter paſſions. Here, howeverz theſe. rales 
. rap n wel. e and di 


Fanced to the ſame al; der 

by the preſence, of their ſovereigns, and at 
pleaſures which naturally follow an their trais 
Hamburgh, tho perhaps equal in le, | 
ſeſs d of a8 much dommerce 3 
© opulence us Bourdeauxs betrays-10: | 
marks of dillolute manners, and p a0 8s | 
with extreme ſeverity. It is natural to | ſeek | 
for the reaſon, of this extraordinary contraſt; | 
We ſhall find it, I apprehend, chiefly in | 
the gens of the French nation, and in 
the ſpirit of the government, which rather 
encourages than repreſſes luxury among all 
ranks of people. Superſtition, the only en- 
Sine of oppoſing the torrent, has 

cealed 


» 
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ceaſed in France; where the Virgin is held in 


as little eſtimation as among us. 
mankind of the influence which religion, i 
tereſt, and decorum have over them, vyhat * 


fraint can be affred to the gratification ef 


their paſſions A tj,ẽjů, 5300 a e e et 
The ancient city of Bourdain tho con- 


ſiderable in point of ſize, was, (what indeed | 


every other city in Europe was at the acceſſion 
of Louis the fourteenth, ) ill built, badly paved, 
dangerous, without police or any of thoſe muni - 
cipal regulations indiſpenſably requiſite to ren- 
| dera city ſplendid | or elegant. It has entirely 
changed its appearance within theſe laſt thirty 


years. The, public, ediſices are very noble, 


and all the ſtreets newly built, are regular: and 


handſome. I. am never tired of walking on 


the banks of the Garonne. The quays are 
four miles in length, and the river itſelf is 
conſiderably broader than the es b. at 
London bridge. On the oppoſit 
range of hills, covered with OY vine- 
yards, churches 1 villas, nn W 
the view. . ill Sel MT ee 3 
Almoſt in the center of the town, is 6 er 
equeſtrian ſtatue in bronze de to the late 


— o 
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king in 1743. It is very 1 Gui Win 


much affected by the inſcriptions under the 


figures of princes, which uſually contain only 
a detail of virtues and qualities they never 
poſſeſſed; but there is ſomething in this, ſo 


pathetic, ſo ſimple, and ſo much addreſſed to 


the heart, that I have retained. amy 


gy 


mory. 3 1 : 45 37 
e Ludovico <utudabinio;' 95 
40 Szpe victori, ſemper pacificatori; 
« guos omnes, quam late regnum patet 
. Paterno pectore gerpnti ;; 
ec Suorum' in animis n habitanti,” x 


The beauty of the river Garonne, and 


fertility of the adjoining country, were pro- 
bably the cauſes which induced the Romans 


to lay the foundations of this city. The ruins 


of a very large amphitheatre yet remain, con- 


ſtructed under the emperor Gallienus ; it is ef 


brick, as are moſt of  the'edifices of that he. 


riod, when the empire was verging to its fall, 
and the arts began rapidly to decline. ; 


During the irruptions of the barbarous na- 


tions, and peculiarly in thoſe which the Nor- 


mans We made, Bourdeaux was: ra- 


vaged, burnt, and almoſt entirely * 


'v f 
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It only began to recover again under Henry 
the ſecond of England, who, having united it 
to the crown by his marriage with Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, rebuilt it, and made it a prin- 
cipal object of his policy, to reſtore. the city 
again to the luſtre from which it had fallen 

The Black Prince received all Guyenne, 
Gaſcony, and many inferior provinces in 
full ſovereignty from his father Edward the 
third; he brought his royal captive, John 
King of France, to this city, after the battle 
of Poitiers in 1356 and held his court and 
reſidence here during eleven years. His ex- 
alted character, his uninterrupted ſeries of good 
fortune, his victories, his modeſty, his affabi - 

lity, and his munificence, drew ſtrangers to 
Bourdeaux from every part of Europe; but 
all this 1 plendour ſoon diſappeared. He lived to 
experience the ingratitude of Pedro the Cruel, 
to whom he had reſtored the kingdom of 
Caſtile; he became a prey to diſtempers in the 
vigour of life; he ſaw his dominions reunited 
again in many of their branches, to the crown 
of France, by Charles the fifth; he loſt his 
eldeſt ſon, Edward, a prince of the higheſt e- 
pectations; and at length, overcome with for- - 

N 5 row 


5 wy vis « ; * * 7 r 7 7 1 
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row. at this laſt affliction, he qeienla W 
deaux, and re-embarked for England, there 
to expire, a memorable example of the haſty 
revolution of human. greatneſs ! In 1453. 
Charles the ſeventh, king f France, re- 
entered the city, and ſubjected the whole 
province of Guyenne, which had been near 
three centuries under the Engliſh governme 
Conſcious of the importance of ſuch a con- | 
. queſt, he ordered the Chateau Trom- 
8 pette to be built to defend the paſlage of 
the river, and Louis the fourteenth afterwards 
employed the celebrated Vauban to erect a 
new fortreſs, in the modern ſtyle of military 
architecture, on the ſame ſpot.— Madame de 
Maintenon, whom fortune ſeemed to have | 
choſen as the object of her extremeſt rigour, 
and extremeſt bounty, was removed from 
the priſons of Niort in Poictou where ſhe 
was born, with her father the Baron d' Au- 
bignẽ, to this caſtle, where ſhe uſed to play 
with the daughter of the wy) * the 
greateſt indigence, / . : TT en 
: Bourdeaux any: few: e of anti- 
quity. The cathedral appears to be very old, 
and has ſuffered conſiderably from the effects 


* 
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- WH of time. The unfortunate duke of Guyenne, 


ſoned in 1473, lies buried before the high 
altar,—The adjacent country, more peculiar. 
ly the Pays de Medoc, which "produtey 
the fineſt clarets, is exceedingly pleaſant # 


engaged : in the vintage, f forms -one- of | the 

moſt delicious landſeapes in the world. My. 
ſtay here will probably eee den tener 
Meanwhile man et rac, Ant bebr zs 
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brother to Louis the eleventh, who was poi- 


and at this ſeaſon when) the peaſants are nl 


IIS" —— dry — 
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1 LEFT Bourdeaux lait Te * 
and taking the road to Agen, along: the 
ſouthern bank of the Garonne. I exaſſed tlaat 
river at Langon, a little town pleaſantly ſituat- 
eck on its banks, and ſtoppedl in the evening} at 
La Reole. It was my intention to have pro» 
ceeded farther, but the landlady was too elo- 
quent: the offered to ſend her little boy who 
would conduct me over the ruins of the caſtle, 
while ſhe herſelf prepared a brace of partridges, 
and the fineſt deſert in the world, againſt my 
return, I ſuffered myſelf to 'be perſuaded, 
and walked out while ſupper was getting 
ready. The ſun had ſet, but the ſky was with- 
out a cloud, and the air perfectly ſerene. The 
caſtle of La Reole overhangs the waters of the 
Garonne, and is reflected in its ſurface; time 
has crumbled many of the battlements into 
ruin, but enough yet remains to ſhew its for- 
mer ſplendor. Catherine of Medicis reſided in 
it ſome time, during one of the journies which 


| Be * into the ſouthern provinces z and 
| 5 "_ 
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Henry the fourth, then only king of Navarre, T 
had here an interview. with. her, at which he 
fell in- love with. the beautiful Mademoiſelle 
&Ayelle, one of her maids of honour. _ 

I dined the enſuing day at Aiguillon, On 

the hill above the town, ſtands the chateau of T 

the celebrated duke d'Aiguillon, who has lived 
| to experience the moſt ſevere reverſe of for- 
tune; and after having been the miniſter and 
the favourite of Louis the fifteenth, is now 
ſentenced to paſs the remainder of his days, an 
exile in his own houſe, deprived of power, and. 
unaccompanied even with that compaſſion 
which often waits on illuſtrious' perſons in diſ—- 
grace. He has been already here ſome months; 
happy, if the royal diſpleaſure purſue him no 
farther, and if the ſtories of a Fouquet or a 
Marechal © Ange are not 200m renewed in 
him. 

1 reached F in ts yo DIE The | 
country through which J paſſed from Langon 
where I croſſed the Garonne, to the gates of 
that city, is fertile beyond any I have ſeen in 
Europe, The hills are all covered with vine- 
yards to the ſummit, and the vallies ſcarce 
require the induſtry of the peaſants to produce 

| e in 
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in plenty whatever is neceſſary for their ſub- 
ſiſtenee. The climate at this ſeaſon is dell. 
cious; and no marks of winter appear i in any 4 
of the productions of nature. Cherry trees, 

figs, acacias, poplars, and elms, are in full 
verdure; in many places, where they border 
on the ſide of the road, the vines have run up, 
and mixed their cluſters among the boughs: 
this is truly beautiful, and pictureſque. Mil- 
ton, in his divine flights of imagination could 
employ our firſt parents in no more delight- 
ful wanne, even in Paradiſe, - —— 185 e 


AF 5 py Wee den e 
cc To 2 her elm; ſhe round about him ade 
Her marriageable arms; and with her brings | 
% Her Yower, th' adopted clufters, to Br 3 
« His barren Oe” 


8 


In the midſt of this 1 en in a 
plain, cloſe to the Garonne, ſtands the city 
of Agen. Behind it, to the north, riſes 4 
very high hill, called © Le Rocher de la belle 
* Vue.” I went up to the ſummit, on which 


there is a convent. The chapel, and ſome of 


rock. It is ſaid that theſe apartments are 


1 
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very ancient, and were made many centuries 
2go by hermits, who retired thither from mo- 
tives of devotion and auſterity. The proſpect 
is beautiful, commanding over the Condo- 
„ mois, Agenois, and Armagnac;“ beneath, 
lies the city of Agen, and through the meadows 
which ſufroundvit, rolls the Garonne. One 
of the monks. ſhewed me the apartments of 
the convent; and in the! receſſes: of the rock 
he led me to a ſpring, which is never dry, and 
which he afſitred me had been opened by 
miracle, at the interceſſion of ſome holy re- 
eluſe in ages paſt. Their little refectory was 
hung with portraits of the ſame monaſtic 
heroes, among which was St. William duke 
of Aquitaine; and at the upper end, in golden 
letters, was written t Silentium. We” | 
Agen is a very mean and difagreeable place: 


te houſes are ill. built,. the ſtreets narrow, 


crooked, and dirty. I ſaw only one build- 
ing in it, which appeared to me deſerving | 
of notice; It is a chapel belonging to a 
nunnery of Carmelites. The walls are ex- 
quiſitely painted in Chiaro Oſcuro, and the 
deception of the roof, which is executed in 

the ſame manner, is admirable, The high 
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altar is magnificent, and adorned with a piece of 
painting, the ſubject of which is very inter- 


: eſting. It is a nun, ſinking under the tranſ. 
ports of holy contemplation. She appears as 


if incapable of ſupporting the divine effulgence 
of her celeſtial lover, with eyes half cloſed, 
and arms expanded. Above, deſcends a radi- 
ant figure, with looks of tenderneſs and 
pleaſure, ſurrounded with the glories' of the 
ſkies, too ſtrong for mortal ſight. If it hal 


not been a religious edifice, I ſhould have ſup- 


poſed it to be the ſtory of Jupiter and Semele, 


to which it bears the moſt apt- armor 


| Near the N is this W eb r THY 
* Quid nes, conatur At * 70 


% Ccelos in Terris — 1 . 
„ Carmeli Filiæ tentarunt, : 
« Anno falutis 


66 1773. 


- 


FRY you muſt hore: bedkenckoeigh hb | 


uſtice-of a ranark which we have often made 


together, on the intiniate alliance between 
Joye and devotion, when carried to an exceſs; 


The ſame enthuſiaſm, the ſame melting lan- 


guage, the ſame overpowering delights, are 
common 
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common to both paſlions. Love, ſays Roufleau, 
in the extreme, borrows the language of De- 
votion; and Devotion, in her flights, a—_ 
the exprefſions'of | attachment and fondneſs.” 
We are uſed to apprehend the ecmdition of 
a young woman who has taken the veil to 
be very miſerable. Where convenience, or 
chagrin, or melancholy, are the motives to 
this act of ſelf-dedication, I fully concur in that 
opinion; but there are women, I doubt not, 
who in the gloom of a convent, amid ſhrines 
and crucifixes, are yot ſupremely happy. Mar- 
ried to a heavenly ſpouie, and dedicateil to the 
embraces of a Guperior and inviſible bring, En- 
thuſiaſm has ample room to enert her powers, 
and ess cds e _ pie cpa geen 5 
extions of Garn. 15 0 


% To founds af 3 . a di "away, . 
FP 


? 5 
; , 7 15 - 


But I return 

Agen has anciently been fortified, 1 the 

Gothic battlements and turrets yet remain l- 

moſt entire round the whole place. Mafga- 
ret of Valois, daughter of Henry the ſecond bf | 

France, and wife to Henry the fourch, ſo 
| * 4 | renowned a 


Ac for her genius} her 1 and 
her gallantries, kept her little court ſome 


time at this city, during the civil wars Which | 


deſolated France, and the quarrels. which ſub- 
fiſted between ber huſband: and brothers.— 
The. Agenois was part of that fine domain, 
which by the peace of Bretigni in 1360, 
was ceded to the crown of England, and 
conſtituted. part of the territories governed by 
Edward, the Black Prince. I: followed the 
fata of Guyenne under Charles the ſeventh, 
-who reveonquered it, and for neee 
it ta the dominions of France. 01 fat 
IJ continued my journey ow 1 on 
Thurſday evening, and at Layrac I once more 
eroſſed the Garonne. The paſſage is diſſi- 
cult, and ſometimes dangerous, the river be- 
ing very rapid, and running between high 
banks. ſtopt a few hours yeſterday morn- 
ing at the- city of Leytoure. As it is ſitu- 
ated on a mountain, the ſides of which are 
very Keep, I left my carriage below, and 
2 walked, up alone. Here, from the ſummit, 
I. had-the firſt, view of the Pyrenees, at the | 
| diſtance of ninety miles; their heads loſt 
in Ae. eee with eternal ſnow. 


* 
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While I ſtood gazing on theſe ſtupendous 
mountains, a gentleman very politely accoſt- 
ed me, and obſerving that I was a ſtranger, 
offered me his-ſervices to ow me n. 
e This Place, aid «> 20 was « Roman ; 
„ colony, and called by them Le 
« Many antiquities have. been” Uicovered 
« here; and a beautiful fountain, which 
« fprings from the ide of the hill near the 
«/epiſcopalipdlace,” is declared by immemo- 
4 rial tradition to have been conſecrated to 
« Diana, who had æ temple near the ſpot. In 
ſueceeding ages, Leytoure delonged to tlie 
Counts of Armagnac, [who were great 
« vaſſals of: the crown! of France; and-fove- 
w reigns in ther on terfitories: The laſt 
« of. theſeiprjnees, . John the fifth, was put 
to. death in this city. His hiſtory was very 
« fingular, : He began his reign in 1450. 

« 'The youngeſtofhis ſiſters; Ifabella, was s 
 < princeſs-of uncomfion beauty and accom. 
« pliſhments; the Count tonceived'a'paſſioti 
“for her, and, unable to repreſs or extin- 
“ guiſh it, he determined, in defiance. of 
Ba —_ obſtacle, 10 mike her his- wife. He 

1 * . married 


- * 12 — 
—.— — —— —- — 
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* offended at ſo inceſtuous a union, de- 
„ nounced againſt him a ſentence of excom- 
* munication; and Charles the ſeventh, king 
of France, prepared to enforce it by the in- 


„ into Armagnac, at the head of a body of 


4 he returned to Leytoure, leaving the beau- 


 #- army under the command of Peter de Dope: 


John the fifth retired to Leytoure, in which 


married her publicly; n 


« ſtant ſeizure of his dominions. He ſent the 
« Dauphin, afterwards Louis che eleventh, 


% forces. The Count, abandoned: by his 
<< ſubjects, and incapable of reſiſtances, fled 
et loved ſiſter. Having, however, at the inter- 
* pardon, and the reſtoration of his paſſeſſions, 


<« tiful and unhappy Iſabel in Spain, . where 
5 ſhe died in the utmoſt obſcurity. Louis the 
c eleventh, leſs generous and merciful than his 
66. father, afterwards determined on the Counts 
1 deftruftion, from the deſire of uniting ſo 
4 ample a hef to the crown of France. Hede- 
<<. elaxed' war againſt John, and in 24% 3, an 


< jeu his ſag-in-law, was ſent into Armagnac. 


$6 5 r e 
4M honourable 
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ce . of ding cominued inthe ple | 


« treaty was-on-the/poit of, being Ggned, 
c and the Count, conſiding in the honour 
« of: the king, remitte J his uſuab vigilance, 8 
45 the ſoldiers broke into the town, and he was | 
c himſelf murdered in his own palace. Louts 


« immediately ſeized jg * ſſel 
c eſcheated to the cre Of 1187-2291 

I liſtened to ag ſtory . 
attention. When the. gentleman had con- 
cluded it, he conducted me to the brow of 
the mountain, where are fill the remdins of 
a caftle; '' In this fortreſs;?* faid he (renow- 
ing his diſcourſe). ® the: noble and unfortu- 
nate Marechal:de Mpntmorenciz. (grandſon. 
to the famous conſtable of France of the 
« ſame name, ):was-confined,; after the battle 
« of. Caſtelnaudari, in 1632. 80 amiable 
<« was his character,, fo general was the! at- 
tachment borne to him, and ſo deteſted 
we was be ( Cardima de Nichlieu his un, 


ſtratagem to procure hin his liberty. They 


„ ſent. him, as à preſents. a large pye, ' it. 
i T 


——— — 4; — 
= A — * 


« 1 a ſilken kidderofeayed, 
4 He .loſt no time in endeavouring to avail 


e bus dhe Swen having: tuna 
4 miſſed his hold, fell, and in the fall brokr 


& his thich. The centinels, alarmed at his | 


% Marechal, who was ſoon after conducte 
<<. T oulbuſe, and there put: to death.” 419922 


— my walk alone. Leytoure occupies a 


T OUR: 


<; himſelf of this inſtrument for his eſcape 


% and having fixed it the ſame evening, to the 


e witdow of his apartment, he ordered his 
*,:valet td deſcend erer vue 


« cries, ran to the ſpot, and nen 


My polite conductor quitted me, and I con- 


Level mu of more than half a mile in _—_— 
Conifer abs arajyet ala 


was probably the motive which A the 
oo eee entity ab e 
Js pn at W and arrived here 


_ twenty miles. This dle i de capita of 
Armagnac, and like Leytoure, it lies on the 

ſummit and declivity of a very ſteep hill, 

which is ſurrounded by other hills that rie 
EE ing Or Eo mm 8 


the ſituation, admirably calculated for defence, 


re 
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at a ſmall . diſtance Through che vale be- 
low runs 4 xivulet, called the Gers. * 

inhabitants of Auſch are about ſix. thou 
ſand, the wake; modern and elegant; 
the ſtreets: t inf general narrow, yet are | 
clean, and; well paved, In che center, of the 
city ſtands the cathedral, Which is one of the 
moſt magnificent in Erancg, both as, to. its 
conſtruction, and the internal decor: 


The painted window are r. inferior: to 


of equal beauty, and .orn Jament ed at. 3 pror 
digious expense. iz 250 a. as Walton 


The revenues of the ſes of Auch, Which i 8 
archiepiſcopal, amount annually to three hun- 
dred thouſand livres. The palace correſponds 
with · theſe ample poſſeſſions, and is a very ha! 
ſome building- T ere are ad 
coming A d temporal "og A b ee. bas (High 
and in, the chamber Where the archbiſnop 
himſelf lleeps,, I. 0 ald not. help ſmiling, at a 
number of holy.relicss. which he has diſpoſed | 
round | a:hed, on, which Heliogabalus might 
have repoſed. The library is verꝝ ample and 


adorned with ſome; portraits... Among theſe, | 


a fine head of the. Cardinal de FIR who 


Was 


———— 3 


ever, leſs fertile or -apreeable.. ' Tho” I am 


people polite-and gay from riatural.diſpoſiion, 
and vou will allow chat a man tut ae 


MED m h[ .:! ——x—I = — hy — — —— © — 
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tenance. A pale face; the contour; oval; an 
aquiline noſe, and an eye looking forward | 
into futurity. Over his ſcarlet robe hangs the 
eros of the Holy Gheſt, on his breaſt. He 
was one of the many ſublime: ſpirits ho will 
for ever en eee eee 
© The country through which: 1 have paſſe 
to the ſouth of the Garonne, is much: more 
hilly, or rather mountainous, than that on the 
northern fide of the river. It is. not how. 


affured that every article of life is more than: 
doubled in price within - theſe laſt ten years, 
yet this province is ſtill accounted: one of the: 
cheapeſt in the kingdom. The common wine 
of Armagnac is at prefent only five farthings 
a bottle: hares, partridges, and every kind 
of game, are found in vaſt abundance; Add 
to: theſe advantages, a happy alimate, and u 


eee die here of ennui- 
To-merrow I continue my journoy- 60 
Tan, and Pau in Besen. ea n 


Orthes 
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baths; but its ſituation i . val 
Pyensei, Ute the Wintef tis 1 
and which are covered at this'time with ſnow, 


| mountains; + Ran the Wen. te wid deen 
pmpa * Alan wu Aitnime 15 
who. ab Lok fotfaking, it. Nothing "tar 
exceed the envizons of Bagneres in 5 
Even at this advanced ſbaſdn, When nature i 1 
"EY 3 . ; on 
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on her decline, and the leaves begin to take the 
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hue of autumn, the py yet retains a thou 
fand charms. The P yrenees, which riſe above | 
the town, and wht S craggy ſummits arts | 
b ee eee home magnificent \, 
ned ;. while onthe | 
ſide- appear, fertile vallies covered: With umnes, 
and interſperſed with hamlets. Thaw: an 
many, ſprings ne: Bagnegsge both warm and 
cold,,, whi ies aut; gf,the routine, and 
W * a 
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notwithſtanding the celebrated words of Louis | 
the fourteenth to his grandſon .] Philip, when 
ready to ſet out for Madrid—s 1 LF il ©: 
« n'y a plus dey Pyrenees,” , "HE | 
left Tarbes on Wednelday aft, and. got to 
Pau in fix hours, the diſtance not exceeding 
thirty miles. The province of Bearn | begins 
about a league from, Tarbes, at the aſcent of | 
a very ſteep and lofty mountain, which Lg 
it from Bigorre. The city. of Pau, ill | be EP 2 
for- ever memorable. in hiſtory, ſince it was | 
the birth- place of Henry the fourth, * That 2 } 
immortal prince was, born i in the « caſtle, then = 3-0 
uſual reſidence of t the kings of Nayarre. 'You 3 
will not doubt that I viſited it with. equal | 
pleaſure and attention. It ſtands on one of 
the moſt romantie and fingular ſpots I | have 
ever ſeen, at the. weſt end of the ton, upon 
the brow of a rock which terminates perpen- 
dicularly. Belo runs the Gave, river, 
or rather a torre which riſes in the 17. 
renees, and empties | itſelf into "the Agayt.. 
On. the other ſide, about two miles off, is a 
ridge of hills, covered with vineyards; : which 
produce the famous Vin de Jorengon, 
ſo much admired ; and beyond all, at the 
diſtance 
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diſtance of nine e leagues, appear the Pratt 
themſelves, covering the horizon from eaft to 
well, and bounding the proſpect. The caſtle, 
tho” now in a ſtate of decay, is ftill habita« 
ble; ; and the apartments are hung with tapeſ. 
try, ſaid to be the work of Jane queen of 
Navarre, and mother of Henry the' fourth, 
'Gaſton the fourth, Count de Foix, who mar- 

ried Leonora, heireſs of the crown of Navarre, 
began the edifice in 1464 ; but his ſucceſſor, 
Henry d' Albret compleated and enlarged it, 
about the year 1519, when he made choice of 
the city of Pau for his refidence, and bert 
duting the remainder of his TY oe 
| lire _— 4 
in a chamber, Which y tis fize W! * 
merly a room of Rate, is 4 Arrow rode 
portrait 'of that Jane, "Queen of Navarte, 
whom. I have juſt mentioned. Her dreſs k 
very ſplendid, and reſembles thoſe in which 
our Elizabeth is uſually painted. Her head. 
dreſs is adorned with pearls 3. round her neck 
ſhe wears a ruff; and her arms, which we 
likewiſe covered with pearts, are 
by her habit, quite down to the writ, At 


ber wrt ** by a chain a miniature por- 
trait 
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The fingers of her right hand play on 
nw ng of: 4 guittar; and in her left ſhe 
holds an *embr xd | handkerchief. The 
painter has drawn her as young, yet 7 ot 1 
the firſt bloom of "youth," Her features 
regular, her enance thin, but rather 
inclining to long: che eyes hazel, and the 
eye-brows finely arched, Her noſe is well 
formed, | tho? large; and her mouth pretty. 
She wis ai Brest feinen. of high ſpirit, and 
magnan Fer memerf 4s 
ut revered dere hiſtorians,” becauſe 
| protect eee ede and. 


ther — 466 Sadly" « the fourth Him, 
when'a boy'; and" on the ſecond floor is the 
apartment in which he Was born. The par- 
ticulars ofhis birth ate in chemſelves ſo curious, 
and a relating co iv great and good a prince, 


are ſo peculiar! Ning, that T'doubt not 
you will forgive ny nunierating chem, eren 
tho' you ſhould have ſeen! them ebe 

His mother Jane had already loſt two ſons, 
the duke de Beaumont, und the count 4% 


Marle. 
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8 n 'Albret, her, father; anxiou 
to ſee an heir to his dominions, — you 
(when ſhe accompanied. her huſband Anthony 
of Bourbon to the wars of: Picardy, againſt the 
: Spaniards), if ſhe proved with ghild,: to retura 
to Pau, and to lie- in there, as he would himſell 
| ſuperintend the education of the infant, from 
the moment of its birth, He threatened, to 


diſinherit her, if ſhe failed to comply wit 
this injunction. The prineeſß, in obedience 
to the king's. command); being, in: chern 
manth of her pregnancy, quitted Compiegnt 
in the end of Novembers..travgrſed.all.France 
in fifteen days, and arrived at Pays, where the 
was delivered. of a ſon on the thinteenth. De: 

cember, 1553. She had always been,defigou 
to ſee her father's. will, which he kept in : 
golden, box; and he;promiſed to ſhew ;it/to 
her, provided ſhe admitted of his bring preſent 
at her delivery, and would, during the pains 
her labour, ſing a ſong in the, Beazpus 0 
Suage. Jane had egurage enqugh t he 


this unuſual requeſt; and the king dai 
called on the firſt news of her illneſs, ſhe 1 im- 


40 Notre Dame a. bout du pont, alder mi 
«en 
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1 cette eure.“ "A; the Kaiſhed i it, Henry 
vas born. 'The Xibg inſtantly performed his 
Wl promiſe, by gi giving her the box, together with 
K golden chiin, Which he tyed about her 
neck; 1 e che infant into his own 


moſt unexampled. He was ſent to the caſtle, 
of Coarace in Bearn, where, ' without any 
regard to his quality, he uſed to run about 
with the children of the 1 neighbouring peaſants, 
barefooted and bareheaded, even in the rigours 


third, and the duke of Mayenne. They ſtill 
ſhew a tortoiſe ſhell which ſerved him for a 
cradle, and is preſetved on that account, 


ixtecn years of age, his mother being regent. 
he 


rd up 2 and! in a prince a 


of winter. This ſevere education formed his 

body to fatigue and hardſhip, for the exerciſe _ 
of which he had no little occaſion" during his a 
future life,” in the long wars with Ucnry the | 


Several of the ancient ſoverei gns of Na- 
rarre reſided and died in the caſtle of Pau. 
Francois Phoebus, who aſcended the throne 


in 1479, died here in 1483. He was only 


1 % 8: 
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| muſic, having taken up a a Auto, had no ſoon: 
applied it to his mouth, than: he, felt himſelf 
affected with poiſon, and that in ſo violent 2 


manner, that he expired i in two hours. This 
murder was attributed to F uren King 


worſt ſuſpicions, and 8 ſoon after ſeized, on 
tlie kingdom. Catherine de F oix ſucceeded, 
her brother F rancois Phoebus, | She married 
John d'Albret, and was the laſt real queen 
of Navarre, little more than an empty title 
having remained to her ſucceſſors. She died. 
of grief for the loſs of ber dominions, Which 


was chiefly cauſed by the incapacity and, 
cowardice of her huſband. Her reproach to 


him was very poignant : © Dom Jean,” ſaid 

ſhe, ce ſi nous fuſſions NES, vous Catherine 

ce de Foix, et moi Dom can d' Albret, nous 

“ n'aurions jamais perdu la Navarre A 41 ; 
Pau is a handfome city, well built, and 

contains near ſix thouſand inhabitants, It is 

a modern place, having owed its exiſtence 


entirely to the caſtle, and to the renden: of. 


1 7 
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the kings of Navarre. | 
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F purſued my journey this morning. The 


country from Pau to Orthez is moſtly level, 


finely cultivated, and covered with vines. 
The peaſants. ſpeak a jargon. unintelligible | 
even to the French, T heir dreſs too differs 


very much from that worn in Guyenne, and 
both their dreſs and their complexions bear a 


reſemblance to the Spaniſh.—This place is 
2 city and biſhopric, but the meaneſt, 1 
believe, in F rance. The cathedral is a 


wretched edifice, very ancient, built in a bar- 


barous ſtyle, and almoſt i in ruins, I expected ; 
to have found i in it ſome monumients of the . 


kings of Navarre, but have been diſappointed. 


The remains of the caſtle of Orthez are very : 


noble ; and its fituation i is fine, on a hill which 


commands the town, and a great extent of 
country. The people call it Le Chateau 


« de la Reine Jeanne,” becauſe that queen 
reſided in it during many years, in preference 
to the caſtle of Pau. Some of the apartments, 
tho'in ruins, may yet be entered. The princeſs 
Blanche, daughter to John king of Arragon 
and Navarre, was ſhut up, and died here, in 


1464. Her brother being dead, ſhe became 
heireſs to the crown of Navarre ; ; but her 


father 
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father having delrbered her into the hands of 
her younger ſiſter Leonora, counteſs of Foix, 
the confined - the unhappy Blanche in the 
caſtle of Orthez, and after an impriſonment 
of two years, cauſed her to'be pbiſoned. . 


. Hiſtory, from its earlieſt commencement to 

the preſent century, preſents. a frightful pic- 
ture of maſſacres and crimes, at which hu- 
manity recoils. We find ambition and ſub. 
tlety too often triumphant, while innocence 
and the moſt amiable qualities, unleſs accom- 
panied with vi gour and capacity, frequently 
conduct their unfortunate poſſeſſors to violent 
or ignominious ends.—But I have done wick 
reflections. It i is late, and I ſet out to-morrow 
far Bayonne.” Probably from thence, 1 may 4 
ſend vou the concluſion of er let. 
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Bayonne, Wedneſday, 2 5 Oober, 177 8. 


I. Continued my journey laſt Sunday morn- 
ing. I province of Bearn is a fertile 
country, «bounding in fine acclivities, and 
well cultivated. 
I arrived at this city in the afterrioon; Its 

ſituation is one of the moſt agreeable in 
France, at the conflux of two rivers, the 
Nive and the Adour. The latter is ſcarce | 
leſs conſiderable: than the Thames at Lam- 
beth, and acroſs it is a wooden bridge, which 
joins Bayonne to a ſuburb called < Le Faux- 
« bourg du St. Eſprit.” The Nive, which i is 
mall, and riſes in the Pyrenees, paſſes through 
the centre of the city, and reſembles one of 
the canals in Holland. Advantageous as this 
ſituation appears for commerce, yet the trade 
of Bayonne is not only inconſiderable, but 
yearly diminiſhes: The entrance of the 
Adour, which is about four miles below the 
town, is rendered both difficult and hazardous 
from the ſands which have collected, and 
which form a bar acroſs its mouth. Beſides this 

2 | Incolt 
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inconvenience, the neighbourhood of Bour. 
deaux draws to that city moſt of thoſe articles | 


of trade which were formerly exported from 
hence; and fo rapidly have both the commerce 


and population of this place declined, that the 


former i is reduced to the ſhadow of what it once 
was, and the number of inhabitants has decreaſ- 


ed within theſe laſt twelve years from twenty- 
one thouſand to leſs than ten thouſand. Bay- 
onne is, notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, 


a very agreeable place of reſidence, and fur- 
niſhes in profuſion all the requiſites for human 
life. Wild fowl is in prodigious plenty, and 
the flavour exceedingly delicate. The Bay of 
Biſcay, and the river Adour ſupply excellent 
fiſh. The © Vin de Cap Breton,” and the 
« Vin &Anglet,” which are made in the 
adjacent country, infinitely exceed the miſe- 


rable claret drank in this part of the kingdop, 


and are ſold at eight ſous 2 bottle. The town 
is ſurrounded with woods, which render fuel 
one of the cheapeſt SFr and the climate 
itſelf is delicious, tho? the vicinity of the Py- 
renean mountains very much increaſes the cold 
in winter. | 


The 
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The buildings of the city are in general | 
very old, and ſome of the ſtreets, like thoſe 


of Rochelle, have porticoes on either ſide; 
but the © Place de Grammont on the bank 


of the Adour, is adorned with very elegant 


modern houſes and public edifices. On an 
eminence in the midſt of the town ſtands the 
cathedral. I could gain no other intelligence 


from the inhabitants reſpecting it, except that 


the Engliſh conſtructed it during the time that 


they were maſters of Bayonne and Gaſcony. -” 
It is a venerable pile, and, to judge from the 
ſtyle and ornaments of the various parts, it 


muſt have been built as early as the' year 
1350. I have made ſeveral viſits to it, in 
hopes of diſcovering ſome tombs. or monu- 


ments. of antiquity: but there is not any 


thing deſerving attention, except the relics of 
St. Leo, who was put to death here in go, 
and -whoſe bones are preſerved . in a. {plendjd 
ſhrine over the high altar. 

Bayonne, tho' conſidered as a frontier city of 5 
France, is very ill fortified, the ramparts and 


foſſes being equally neglected. On the north 


fide of the Adour, Louis the fourteenth cauſed 
a Citade] to be conſtructed by Vauban, on 
| = 8 a hill 


| 7300 AVAE TT OD Ri 
4 kill: which commands the town, and in 
Which there is always à garriſon of about a | 
thouſand ſoldiers: Till the year 1193, this 
place, and a conſiderable territory round it, 
was governed by its own Viſcounts. T 
Engliſh rendered themſelves maſters of it at 

that time, under the reign of Richard the 
firſt, and kept poſſeſſion of it till 1451, when 
Charles the ſeventh's victorious arms an- 
nexed it to the crown of France. It has 
never been retaken ſince, tho* Philip the 
third and fourth of Spain made, each of them, 
an attempt for that purpoſe. The common 
people are called, from the name of the 
province in which Bayonne is ſituated, 
« Baſques.” Their dreſs is peculiar to them- 
elves. + The women comb up their hair on 
the crown of their heads, and cover it with a 
ſort of cap exactly reſembling a little turban. * 
which has no inelegant effect. The cm- 
plexions of both ſexes are conſiderably darker 
than in Guyenne, and they ſpeak a jargon 
called the Baſque, which has ſcarce any af- 
finity either with the F rench, ey ng « | 
eren the Gaſcon 3 575 2 
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I had ſome intention, before I arrived here, 
of viſiting Pampelona, capital of the Spaniſh 
Navarre ; but the advanced ſeaſon, the Py- 
renean mountains which it is very difficult to 
paſs even in the ſmalleſt two-wheeled carri- 
age, and above all the mortality among the 
cattle, which has continued a conſiderable 
time in this and the adjoining provinces, are 
ſuch inſuperable obſtacles as e me to 
relinquiſh my deſign. i 

At this city my journey to che fouttard 
ends, and to- morrow I ſhall ſet out for Tou- 
bouſe. I am under a neceffity of taking the 
ſame route by which I came, as far as Auſch, 
there being no other poſt- road i in this part of 
France. 1 ſhall write as I projet... 
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Toulouſe, was November, 778. g 


T* country from Bayorme to the \ 
paſſage over the river Adoùr, is heathy, 
woody, and barten, neither well peopled nor 
eultivated, in compariſon with the greater part | 
of the provirices of Bearn, and Bigorre. 'I'got | 
to Orthez in the evening. The fun had ſet; but | 
after the fineſt diy imaginable : I walked ont, 
and having a curioſity to look once more 26 1 
the ruins of the caſtle, I aſcended the hill on | 
which it ſtands, and ſtayed a few minutes : 
within the walls. The gloom of night began 
already to ſhade the chambers, and ſpread at 
_ awful melancholy through the whole edifice. 
As ] paſſed out of the great gateway into the 
road on my return to the inn, an old peaſant 
met me, and with great ſimplicity aſſured 
me, that it was already paſt the hour when 
the inhabitants ventured into the caſtle, be- 
| cauſe the apparition of a princeſs who had | 
been murdered in it, walked at night; and 
that he himſelf when young, had ſeen and 
1 things very unuſual, and very en 
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in the great tower. This tradition of a mur- 
dered princeſs is certainly that of the unfor- 
tunate Blanche of Navarre, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned; and was one of thoſe cataſa 
trophes which naturally give birth, among the 
credulous and ſuperſtitions multitude, to tales 
of ſpectres, and their train of horrors. 
I dined at Pau, and paſſed ſome time in 
the « Parc d' Henri quatre. This is 2 bean- 
tiful wood, overhanging che Gave, ad 


ure . at 4 ——— 


* 


while he held his n 


I ſtayed forin Wong: "Farbes on 1. turr 
The town ſtands im the midſt of à finely 
| cultivated plain, but contains ve! "few ee 
of entertainment or inſtructiott 
Francis the firſt, at the marriage of his ; 
fiſter Margaret of Valois with Henry d Abret, 
King of N avarre, gave her the provinces of 
Armagnac and Bigorre * dotyry and 
that celebrated princeſs, ſo well Known far 
her genius and her writings, die at the 
Chateau d' Odos,“ Nh. a agu from. 
Tarbes, in 1549. 5 | 
( e I croflet 


25 


— 


A \ 7 4 : — Le ” 
= ORD D 


I eroſſed all FRUITY to. this city, and | 
arrived here on the third of November. Tou- 
Jouſe is the moſt diſagreeable and ll | built 
place J have ſeen in France. It is a vaſt 1 
labyrinth, compoſed. of ſtreets ſo c rooked, 
narrow and winding, that it requires a clue to 
conduct a ftranger through them. No ſquares, 
of public. places, adorned with elegant build- 
ings, as at Nantes or Bourdeaux, tho' it equals 
this laſt city in ſize. . I almoſt accuſe myſelf 
fe ting emained fix days in a place which 
S hy or e Ha and, where theme 
nation cannot even receive that pleaſing ſenſa- 
tion which reſults from viſiting the ſpot where | 
great actions have been performed in paſt 
ages. The annals of Toulouſe are markec 
with little except acts of oruelty or ſuper- 
ſtition; the death of eee, or the 
execution of a Calas. That 

The cathedral is | by no means a Geol 


5 mond the ſurth, about the year. 1200, | You 
will recolle& that Languedoc was governed 
during ſeveral centuries by, counts. Jane, 
the — and heireſs of Ra 1 the 
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ſeventh, was married to Alfonſo brother of 
St. Louis; and- by the deaths of that prince 
and princeſs without iſſue, who expired 
within a few days of each other at Savona 
in Italy, immediately after St. Louis's unfortu- 
nate cruſade and ſiege of Tunis, the county 
of Toulouſe .was. united to the _ crown of 
France 1 in 1271. 3 
ITßgne tomb of Pibrac, 5 name is i aften 
mentioned under the reign of Henry the third, 
is in the church of the grands Auguſtins.”? 
This grave magiſtrate fell violently in love 
with the ſecond Margaret of Valois queen of 
Navarre, and wife of Henry the fourth, and ſa- 
crificed, as, hiſtory declares, at the treaty : of 
Nerac, his public duties to his attachment for 
that princeſs. In a hiſtory of this city, which 
I procured on my arrival, a curious anecdote 
occurs relating to Margaret herſelf.—Cathe- 
rine of Medicis, ſays the author, after the con- 
ference of Nerac, retired to Toulouſe, carrying 
with her the queen of Navarre, who was tired 
of her huſband, and chagrined at his amours. | 
The court, deſpairing of the pregnancy of 
Louiſa, queen of France, who. had been 
married five years to Henry che third, was 
5 F 5 „„ 
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very anxious that Margaret might have ehil- 
| dren. Catherine, her mother, who was ever 
addicted to aſtrology, having heard that there 
reſided at Caſtelnaudari, a woman famous for 
beer kill in telling fortunes and prying into 
| Futurity, went thither with her daughter to 
conſült this « Diſente de bonne aventure.“ 
The princeſs was ſubmitted in a ſtate of 
nudity to the old woman's inſpection, who 
examined all the parts of her perſon with 
extreme accuracy. She then returned this 
plain anſwer to the queen, with certain me- 
dicines which ſhe had compoſed. Madame, 
votre fille eft d'une tres - bonne conſti- 
« tution, et je me promets un bon ſuceẽs de 
* mon remede, pourvu qu'elle puiſſe gagner 
« ſur elle de fe tenir chaſte tout le tems 
* qui eft marque dans le regime; car J 'ap- 
a prends que vous tes mere et fille de 
* grandes coureuſer. It is moſt probable 
that Margaret, whoſe conſtitution was of 2 
very amorous kind, found too great difficulty 
in ſubmitting to a preſcription, which deprived 
| her of thoſe pleaſi ures to which the was'im- | 
1 moderately attached, nor could the perſon 
2 conſults have found out any better means of 
| ee | 
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preſerving her own credit, than by laying her 
royal patient under an injunction, which the 
knowledge ſhe had of her character and com- 
plexion, rendered it FRO certain the: e would 
W e 3 
Toulouſe Hibs PE jan | commerce 
means of the famous canal a e the 
two ſeas, which opens into the Garonne 
| juſt above the city, and conveys all the articles 
of trade from Cette to Bourdeaux, acraſs the 
provinces of Languedoc and Guyenne. This 


communication is however of little advantage 


to the place, which owes its chief gaiety o 
the parliament, and to the provincial nobility 


who reſide here in winter. I leave it this 
ms and am en : 
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Quitted Fodouls laſt Thurſday, and Nept 7 
at Caftelnandari, which is near forty miles 
ſtant ; it is a tolerable town, and ſituated on 
the « Royal: Canal,” made by Louis the four- 
Wenth, to join the Mediterranean and Atlan- 
tic ſeas, The Saracens who conquered this 


| part of France during the decay of the Ro- 


man y_—_ are mou to 1 been its  foun- 
ders. 
18 is the Pol Adee the fort duke 
of Montmorenci, cover'd with wounds, and 
thrown from bis horſe, was taken priſoner, in 
1632. I lamented as I ſtood over it, the fate 
of ſo heroie and ſo amiable a prince. He was 
the Ruſſel of France, who fell a ſacrifice to the 
ſtern and unrelenting policy of the Cardinal de 
Richlieu. The grandfon of that conſtable 


. Montmorenci, who expired in arms for the de- 


fence of the monarchy, under Charles the 


ninth, at ſeventy-ſeven years of age; ſon to 


Henry d'Amville, Conſtable of France under | 
Henry the fourth ; he himſelf of a character the 


moſt elevated, munificent, and benevolent; leſs 


— 
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guilty, even in his oppoſition, to Louis the 
thirteenth, than was Gaſton duke. of O. lena; | 

and, tho' an enemy of the miniſter, yet guilt- 
leſs of rebellion againſt his ſovergign. . 
many circumſtances to extenuate his erime ! 
I have ever Wente this union as one 


at 


= great name "of Richlen, e amid. all 
the ſplendor of W ETO force us to 
abhor the man. ee pie eee, 


| 1 cooſifts ys two difindt © ities, Prawn x N | 

by the little river Aude. The moſt ancient of 
theſe, called 4+ La Haute Ville,” ſtands on the 
ſummit of-a hill; thelower Which is in 
the plain, is the largeſt, and both 3 ound. 
ed with Gothie walls, battlements and turrets, 
which are in the moſt perfect preſery: ion 
This place bore a conſiderable ſhare in that 
celebrated cruſade undertaken againſt the 
_Albigenſes in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, and; which forms one of the moſt 
en ee of nme and af 
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atrocious: — to * found in ch ann 
onen world. $10 fie: thn 46 


When the royal power was A MY 


lated, during the reigns of the laſt kings of the 


little independent ſtates, governed by their 


the dominion of Viſcounts. At the time 


when pope Innocent the third patronized and 


commanded the proſecution of hoſtilities 
againſt the Albigenſes for the crime of hereſy, 
Raymond the reigning Viſcount was included 


in that proſeription. Simon de Montfort, 


general of the army of the church, inveſted 


the eity of Carcafſonne in 1409. The in- 
habitants, terrified at the fate of ſeveral other 
Places 'where the moſt dreadful maſſacres had 


deen cointnitted;/ demanded leave to capitulate; 
but this act of mercy was only extended to 


them under a condition, equally cruel, incre- 


dible, and unparalleled in hiftory, if we were not 
-compelled-to believe it by the unanimous teſti= 
| mony of all te contemporary writers. The 


people found in the place, were all obliged, 
without diſtinẽtion of rank or 1 to evacuate 
| | "ws it 


\ 


} 
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itin a Rate of nudity; and Agnes the Vif⸗ 
counteſs, was not exempted,” tho young and 
beautiful, from this ignominious and ſhocking 
puniſhment. On les fit ſortir tout nud 
ge la Ville de Carcaſſonne '(fays an ancient 
« author) afin qu'ils receuſſent de la honte; en 
« montrant ces parties du corps que la purets 
d de la langue n'exprime point, deſquelles 
e ils avoient abuſt, et s en tient ſervis dan 
« des . crimes execrables.” Te ſeems by this 
imputation, that the A! 7601S accuſ 
by their enemies of ſome enormities, prob: | 
unjuſt, and fimilar to thoſe which — | 
enmity and prejudice have attributed to the 
followets of e ork in [the pre = . 927 1 


+ 5 EM 3 


3 —— wk 
gates of 2 very unpleaſant; it is k 
open , faked, and in _ parts 


except av; "re even 1 eis are eſther large 
nor numervus. On one hand appear the Py- 
renees at 'a conſiderable diftanice ; and on the 
other, the chain of rocks, called the Black 
* which divide Languedoc from the 

province 
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province of Rouergue. The weather was 
cold, and I found it difficult to procure a 
' miſerable fire made of vine twi gs, and roots 
of olives. The population is very thin, | 
and the appearance of the country bleak 
and inhoſſ pitable. I went about a league out 
of the road near Careaſſonne, to a little town 
called Trebé, where the « Royal Canal” | 
paſſes over the river Aude, and arriv'd 1 | 
Narbonne in the afternoon... „„ 
I muſt own that I was infinitely FTA 
| in that. city, which retains ſcarce any marks of 
its ancient grandeur. Narbonne, which pre- 
tends to the moſt remote antiquity under the 
Celtic kings, in ages anterior even to the 
Roman conqueſts 3 which under theſe latter 
maſters, gave its name to all the 4 Gallia 
« Narbonenſis, and was a colony of the firſt 
8 conſideration, i is now dwindled to a wretched, 
ſolitary town, containing ſcarce ei eight thouſand 
inhabitants, of whom three — are prieſts 
and women. The ſtreets and buildings are 
mean and ruinous; z it bas indeed, a commu- 
nication with the Mediterranean, from which | 
Narbonne is only about three leagues diſtant, 1 
* means of a ſmall river which interſects the. 
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place; but their commerce is very limited, 
and chiefly conſiſts i in grain. which they ex- 
port to Cette and Marſeilles. No marks of 
Roman magnificence remain, except m_ 
agus. in different parts of the city ; 


if the churches did not keep employed oY | 
hundred eccleſiaſtics, who are occupied in the 
beneficial duties of. chanting requiems and 
veſpers, it would probably ceaſe in a few yours 
to have any, exiſtenc whatever, | 
The See of Narbonne, which is urchlopiC- 
os is ſaid to have been founded by Charle- 
magne, but the preſent cathedral is far more 
modern, tho only the choir of it remains, which 
is built in the fineſt ſtyle of the Gothic edifices. 
In the center of the church, before the high 
altar, is the tomb of Philip the Bold, king of 
France, ſon of pt; Louis, It i is compoſed of 
white marble, and t the king is repreſented lying 
at full length, his head repoſing on a cuſhion 
ornamented with fleurs de lis. His face is that 
of a man in the prime of life, the features regu- 
lar and pleaſing z he has, a beard on the upper 
lip and chin, and hig hair falls in great quantity 
on his neck. In his right hand is the Dalma- 
tique, Es a paſtoral, ſ ſtaff; ; and in the 
left 


left he holds a fceptre, and a hand of juſtice, 
He has a crown on his head, and his feet 
reſt en a epd Behind, in 2 the old W 

| | 4 it. 


| «. « Sepultura Tow a. 
„ hilippi, 1 

4 quondam Francorum Regis, 
„ Filii beati Ludovici, 


44 qui Perpignani cakda Febre 
8 eee 2.00. 
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"You 1295 Nine redo Ut Puh a0 
At ie ings years of age, on his return from 
an ill concerted and unfortunate expeditior 
againſt the king of Aragon. The b 2 
brought here from Perpignan, and the bores 
having been ſeparated by doilling water Ton m 
the fleſh, they were e carted t to Nt. "Dow? an 
| there interred, we 

The diſtance from Nikos 5 this cy 
is twenty miles. The mountain of Malpas, 
which was cut through, to admit the p 
of the « Royal Canal,“ lies only a mile but 
of the road. It was impoſſible to paſs fo. 
ertraordinary a and celebrated a work without 


THROUGH FRANCE, 115 


ring it. The effect pi by it on | 
the ſpectator is very ſtriking, and fublime. = 
I deſcended by a large flight of ſteps into the 
excavation,” and walked through the moun- 
tain along the ſide of the canal. "The 
length of it is exact tuo hundred and ten 
paces, or more than ſix hundred feet; and 
the perpendicular heighth from the water to 
the furface of the incumbent mountain is two 
hundred and two fert. A great part of the 
arch has been vaufte at a prodigious expence, 
from the dread of its falling in from the weight 
above; andthe annual neceſſary repairs amoùnt 
to a large ſum of money. The breadth of 
the canal itſelf is at leaſt twenty feet; and 
tho! the diſtance hollowed through the g 
is ſo conſide fable, yet the light is every where 
perfectly admitted. This was the 2 
_ obſtacle. ta, completing the junction of the 
two ſeas, and its execution has immortalized _ 
the famous Riquet, whom Louis' the four- 
teenth employed in the enterprize. He was 
made Count de Caraman, and his deſcendants 
rtrenor Be} UTTER 

I arrived here laft night. Beziers is an 
epulent and cofifiderable city, containing above 


D : mo 


: moſt moderate prices. 
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twenty thouſand inhabitants, a 4 PR 
a delicious country. It occupies all the tides 
of a very ſteep and lofty hill, on the higheſt | 
point of which is built the cathedral. At the 

foot runs the river Orbe. The proſpecti is 


extenſive and beautiful, bounded to the north 


by. mountains, and terminated on the ſouth 
by the Mediterranean. It i is eſteemed one of 
the moſt plentiful ; and eligit ble bz of och 


5 


elegancies of life being | 


.. Beziers is ſaid to 12% ve. 


44 Romana,” and was uſed 1 — ow 


of arms. The ſiege which ha 


ne cruſade againſt the, Albigenſes, we was, aus 
of the moſt memorable and bloody which diſ- 


tinguiſhed that flagitious war. The garriſon 
defended it with determined bravery ;. and 


every other means having failed in the attempt | 
for it's reduction on the part of the b 


reſolution was taken to ſtorm the city. The 
papal Nuncio, aſſiſted by Guſman the Spa- | 


| niard who is better known in eccleſiaſti- 


cal hiſtory under the name of St. Do- 
minic, exhorted the n to behave with | 
3 | courage. 
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courage in this pious enterprise, and promiſed 
them remiſſion from all their paſt offences. 
After a long and obſtinate ſtruggle, Beziers 
| was entered by the victorious ſoldiery, who 
maſſacred in cold blood, ſixty thouſand of the 
wretched inhabitants, without diſtinction of 
ſex, rank, or age, and afterwards reduced the 
city to aſnes. I leave to your own mind to 
make the natural refleQions on this horrid | 
cataſtrophe. 1 I do not permit myſelf to com- 
ment on ſuch an event, to which there are 
but too many ſimilar in the hiſtory of the 
Romiſh church. That religion has doubt- 
leſs ever been unfavorable and unpropit pitious 
to the happineſs of the human race, which 
nouriſhes in its eſſence the ſeeds of theological | 
controverſy, and metaphyſical ſubtilties; diſ- 
putes, which however contemptible in them- 
ſelves, neceſſarily produce that ſpirit of into- 
leration and perſecution, which uniform ek 
perience proves to be the certain conſequence 
in modern ages, of a difference in opinion o 
facred ſubjects. Happy the Romans and the 
Greeks, Who eſtabliſhed no cruſades to con- 
vert the provinces which they ſubdued ! who 
walkcred no people for their adherence to the 


. 1 
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ſuperſtition of Si anceſtors, who: knew no | 
points of ſcholaſtie or polemical divinity ; but 
who with open arms received the gods of the 
conquered nations, and admitted Ifis and the 
dog Anubis, to a place in the as; of J.. 
piter Capitolinus ! 4 

Edward the Black Prince laid lege to „ Be 
ziers in 1355, but without ſucceſs. He n- 
vaged all this part of Languedoc, and ad- 
vanced even as far as Fabrigues, a little 
town only two leagues diſtant from Mont- 
pelier. There he halted ;' and whether from 
an apprehenſion of being intercepted ' an his 
retreat, or that his army was fatiated with | 
booty, began his march back into Guienne. 
He burnt the ſuburbs of Narbonne and Car- 
caſſonne in his way, Tpread terror through all 
the neighbouring provinces, and conducted bis 
Dolche it in ney: to . * 
ſpoils. 

The e of . contains + nothing 
remarkable, except the tomb of the Princeſs 
Blanche of France. Philip of Valois her 
father, at the age of fifty-ſux, fell in Joy 
With Blanche d Evreux, the moſt beautiful 
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years old ; but this diſproportion i in their ages 
did not prevent the nuptials. The King en- 
joyed his bride à very ſhort time; and died 
the enſuing year, of the ſame diſeaſe which 
\W proved fatal to Louis the twelfth, king of 
France, and to Don John, ſon to Ferdinand | 
and Iſabel of Spain. The queen was left 
with child, and brought into the world ſome — 
months afterwards the princeſs Blanche, who 
when ſhe had attained her twentieth year, was | 
betrothed to the Count of Barcelona, but died 1 
at this city, on her journey into Catalonia. 
I leave HATES * aſternodn. * 
_ adieu ! 3% hc 
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F ON PE LIER is a delightful place 
1% of reſidence. I ſtaid there four days, 
and left it with exceſſiue regret. The town 
itſelf is by no means. beautiful, .the! Nets 
being almoſt all narrow, winding, and badly 
laid out; but Nature ſeems to have choſen 
the hill on which it ſtands, to enrich with 
her choiceſt favours. The aſcent is ea 
and gradual on every ſide; and! the ſtates of 
Languedoc have ornamented the ſummit of 
12 it at a vaſt expence, in a manner where taſte 
b - and magnificence are equally blendet. 
" The proſpect from this happy ſpot Ic cannot 
5 deſeribe, though I ſtudied it every day with 
an enthuſiaſtic pleaſure. Raphael's pencil, 
or that of Lorraine might paint it, but not 
even Shakeſpeare's powers of deſcription could 
do juſtice to its beauties. The vales of Lan- 
| guedoc, covered with olives,” or laid out in 
_ vineyards, are finely contraſted with rude 
rocks to the north, and melt away into the 
ſea to the ſouth. Tho' winter has almoſt | 


— che trees 5 of their _ there is 
nothing 


4 — 
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nothing melancholy o or defart which preſents 
itſelf to the eye. A {ky ſerene and uncloude 

an invigorating ſun, a keen and wh os 
air ſpread” a Saiety over Noyember itſelf, 
which here is neither accompanied A . | 
or rain. Montpelier has notwithſtanding Io 
within theſe laſt thirty years, that reputation 
for ſalubrity which conduces more to the e, 
ſupport of a place, than any "Te  advan- 
tages it may poſſeſs, "and the une of 
ſtrangers who viſit it from motives of bealth 
diminiſhes annually, Some trade is Milf 
carried on from thence by a ſmall x river « called 
on Les which empties r into the Tea at 


* 


1 

* 
21 

. 


ranean has been retiring thele three centuries 
from the whole coaſt of Lan guedoc and Pro- 
vence. Frejus, which is ſituated between 
Toulon and Antibes, where the emperor 
Auguſtus laid up his gallies after the battle of | 
Actium, is now become an inland GIF. > 1 
' You doubtleſs remember in  hiffory. the 
celebrated interview of Charles the fifth and 
Francis the firſt at Aigues-mortes, in 1 1 8 
That place is at preſent half a league from 
the ſhore, and has conſequently loſt all its 
Go. ancier.t 
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ancient commerce, which was very 8 
This event, which took place early in the laſt 
century, induced the Cardinal de Richlieu, 
who was ever attentive to the grandeur and 
emolument of the ſtate, to conſtru a port at 
Agde, which he effected. The remedy was 
only temporary, as the cauſe ſtill ſubſiſted; 
and before the year 1670, the harbour of Agde 
by the retreat of the ſea, was rendered almoſt 
uſeleſs. Colbert then undertook to build the 
town of Cette, from which place all the com- 
modities brought down the © Royal Canal” 
might be exported, and the province of Lan- 
guedoc be ſupplied with a port, of which 
otherwiſe it is totally deſtitute. I am aſſured, 
that the abſolute neceſſity of having a mari- | 
time town at the mouth of the canal has alone 
hitherto prevented Cette from ſharing the 
fate of Agde, as the annual expence of clearing- 
the harbour amounts to 2. hundred thouſand 
livres; and even theſe precautions cannot 
Inder the ſand from obſtructing the entrance, 
and forming a bar acroſs it in a ſeries of years, 
Montpelier owed its elevation chiefly to this 
very circumſtance, as the epiſcopal ſee was 
originally at Maguelonne, a town on tho ſhore 


LES 


of Sweden. In Vz 


of the Modawiteiedny but that * declining, 


from the retreat of the ſea, Pope Paul the 


third transferred it thither in x 536. 


The country from Montpelier to Niſmes, 


is a garden, level, and every where cultivated. 


The peaſants are juſt beginning to gather the 


olives, which are very numerous, and the trees 


are planted with the fame regularity as bar” 


orchards in England. J cannot but envy the - 


inhabitants this genial climate and theſe fertile 


plains, and am ready to accuſe Nature of par- 


tiality in the infinite difference which ſhe has 
placed between the peaſant of Languedoc and 
ain will you tell me that the 
Amor Patriz, the attachment we naturally bear 
to that country where we were born, renders 
them equally happy, and extinguiſhes all other | 
diſtinctions. I know the force of this prin- 


ciple; I feel and cultivate it with the greateſt = 


ardour—but it cannot blind me to the infinite 
ſuperiority with which certain countries of 
the earth are endowed, above other leſs fa- 
youred latitudes and regions. i 
I paſſed three days at Niſmes in the bey Z 
of thoſe magnificent and beautiful remains 
of * amet which yet ſubſiſt there. 
S 7 7 : 


= of theſe impreſſes the beholder with the deepeſt 
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| They have. been, ed + ended 
and it is not my intention to fatigue van 
with a repetition of them. The  Aniphis 
theatre, and the © maiſon quarrẽe, axe known 

| throughout every kingdom of Europe. The firſt 8 


veneration ; the latter excites the moſt elegant 
and refined delight. Indignation againſt the 
barbarians who could violate and deface theſe 
glorious monuments of antiquity, will mix 
with the ſenſations of every ſpectator. One 


can ſcarce believe that Charles Martel,” from 


hatred to the Roman name, had the favage 
fury to fill the corridores of the amphitheatre 
with wood, to which he ſet fire with an iritent 
to injure, tho? it ſurpaſſed his power to demo- 
liſh, fo vaſt an edifice. Vet notwithſtanding 
theſe attempts of the barbarous nations, not- 
withſtanding the lapſe of fo many ages, and 

the effeAs of time, its appearance at preſent is 

the moſt auguſt and majeſtic which can be 
preſented. to the mind, or to the ſenſes. The 
_ prodigious circumference of the amphitheatre, - 
the ſolidity and ftrength of its conſtruction, 
the awful majeſty of ſo vaſt a pile, half perfect, 
half in ruin, impreſs one with a tumult of 
| ſentiments 
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fentimetits which it is ' difficult to convey to 
you by any deſcription. — The & maiſon. 
« quarree,” is in the moſt complete preſer- 
vation, and appears to me to be the moſt 
perfect piece of architecture in the world. 
The erder is the” Corinthian, and all he 
deauties of that elegant ſtyle ſeem to be ex- 
hauſted in its conſtruction; This ſuperb» | 
temple is now converted into à chapel dedi- 
cated to the Virgin, ornamented with gildings. - 
and other Ae onen wen —_— als 
teration-. Knee A be 

At a quarter af a . from de ey 
Niſmes is another temple, much decayed, q 
which immemotial tradition relates to have 
been Conſcerated to Dian; but which by 
antiquaties is generally ſuppoſed to have been 
ſacred to the Diivinfernales,” as it is evi- 
dent that no light was admitted into it, a cir- 
cumſtance peculiar to the temples of the 
infernal Gods. In the inſide, are numbers 
of mutilated ſtatues, marbles, capitals, and in- 
ſeriptions; which have been found there from 
time to time. Cloſe to it riſes a fountain, 
_ which may vie” with that of Vaucluſe in 
| n the” not in fame. It furniſhes a 


G 3 > great: 


* 
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great quantity 'of water, which.oever FEY 
niſhes in the Jongeſt droughts ; but as the 
channel thro' which it flows had become 
obſtructed in a ſeries of ages by ſand. and 
gravel, the inhabitants of Niſmes undertook | 
ſome years ago to cleanſe - and reſtore its 
courſe. In the progreſs of this work they 
diſcovered a number of Roman coins, rings, 
and other antiquities, ſeveral of which are 
equally rare and well. preſerved, Gn, the 
ſummit of the rock from whence the ſoun- 
_ tain iſſues, Kands ; a building which has much 
exerciſed the opinions of the learned. It is 
inconteſtibly eee and is vulgarly called 
„ La Tour mague,” Its expoſed fituation 
bas conduced to haſten its decay; but at 
what time it was built, or for * * ole 
it ſerved, are now totally unknown. 
Niſmes i is an ill-built place, e in 
itſelf nothing extraordinary or remarkable. 
A hundred fables are related concerning its 
origin, which is carried into times anterior 
by many centuries to the Roman conqueſts; 4 
and it probably does not occupy, at preſent. the 
fourth part of the ground on which it formerly. | 


ſtood. Lleft Niſines this afternoon. The diſ⸗ 
tance. 


THROUGH FRANCE. 127 
- tance is only twenty miles from this place; 
but the wind blew fuch-a hurricane, as I ſcarce 
ever remember. The paſſage acroſs the Rhone 
at Taraſcon, which divides Provence from 
Languedoc, is over a bridge of boats; and 1 
own I paſſed it with ſome ebe as 5 
they aſſure me it is not uncommon for car- 
riages to be carried over into W river ** 
violent guſts of wind. f 4 
| The view of the Rhone here is very pic- 
tureſque. On one fide in Languedo 


0, ſtands 
Beaucaire, a confiderable town, with a | fuineT 
caſtle overhanging a rock ; on this fide is ſitu- 
ated Taraſcon, with a cotreſpondent caſtle, 
far more conſiderable, and waſhed by the 
waves, The river here'is much broader than 
the Thames at London. "IT | 
To-morrow 1 er for Aix and Wr. 
ſeilles. N 
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Marſeilles, oh Janary, 9 0 ö 


© Y 


Scarce ever remember even i in our nner | 
climate, a colder day than that on. which | 
I continued my journey from Taraſoon ta 


this city. Winter ſeem'd to have taken 


poſſeſſion of the face of nature before i its time. 
The olive- trees were covered with ; now, 
which fell very faſt, and the 6c Bize” which 


blew ii in my face, and came from the ſu amits 
of the Alps, rendered the weather extremely 


ſevere. —At St. Remi, a little town. only four 


leagues from * araſcon, 1 drove about a mile 
out of the road, to fee the remains of the 
monuments erected by the Conſul Marius 24 
trophies of his victory gained over the Cimbti 
and Teutones. Tho' ſo many ages have 
elapſed ſince their conſtruction, they yet for- 
cibly recall the idea of Rome, the conqueror 
of the earth, and queen of nations. . 
It was nigbt when J arrived at Aix, where 


1 ſtaid three days. The city. has that air of 


filence and gloom ſo commonly characteriſtic 
of places deſtitute of commerce or induſtry, 


and forms a ſtriking n to Marſeilles, 


Where 
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whete opulence and population are every where 
known and frequented, induced Sextius Calvis- 
nus to found a Roman colony there, to which 
he gave the nanic of Aquæ Sextiæ. Fhey 
| vere ſuppoſed, probably with reaſon; to poſſeſa 
particular virtues in eaſes of debility; and 
ſeveral. altars have been dug up facted ta 
Priapus, the inſcriptions on which indicate 
their gratitude to that deity for his ſuppoſed: 
fuccour and aſſiſtance. Lſaw nothing in the 
cathedral deſerving attention except the tombs: 
of Charles of Anjou, laſt of the great Ange- 
vin line, Kings of Naples, and Counts of 
Provence. He died, if I recollect right, in 
1483, and bequeathed both his real and titular 
dominions to Louis the eleventh,” king of 
France. The claims on the Neapolitan. 
crown derived from him, were the foundatiom 
of thoſe. long and unllappy wars begun by 
Charles the eighth, and nn —_— his | 
two ſucceſſors, ' 85 
The diſtance from Abe coithis 4 city-is cy 
twenty miles. There is notwithſtanding,” x 
conſiderable difference in the climate of Mar- 
ſcilles,, which is milder i in winter, and coole | 
Gs during 


ae the 18 of hat, from its 1 
to the Mediterranean. Nature ſeems to have 
marked out this place for commerce, by tho 
advantages ſhe has beſtowed on it: The 
entrance of the harbour, which is extremely. . 
narrow. and ſurrounded by lofty mountains, 
protects and ſhelters veſſels during the moſt 
violent ſtorms. . The port itſelf forms-a de ; 
_ walk at this feafon of the year, as it 
is open to the ſouthern ſun, and crowded 
with vaſt numbers of people, not only of all 
the European nations, but of Turks, Greeks, 
and natives of the coaſt of Barbary. The 
| whole ſcene is one of the moſt agreeable. that 
can be imagined, if the chains of the galley. 
flaves heard among the hum of buſineſs, did 
not tincture it with the hateful idea of flavery. 
The gallies themſelves, uſeleſs and neglected, 
rot peaceably in their reſpective ſtations 3" 
and it is ſaid that no others will ever he con- 
ſtrueted: to ſupply. their place, as they. ks 
long ceaſed to be of any utility to the ſtate, 
and ate ſcarcely even e in _ | 
weather... 
During the ſhort reſidenes I have 5 
1 am * forcibly ſtruck with the wide dif- 
8 ferencs 


1 Ws 
= % 5 


caux, nd that venerally a attributed to ihe: 
French. The common people have a bru- 
tality and rudeneſs of manners more charac- 
teriſtic of a republican; thian of a monarchical 
and abſolute government. Their language, : 
ſo famous in ancient romance; is a corrupt 
Italian, more intelligible to a Neapolitan than: 
to a Pariſian. The women are lively, beau-- 
tiful, and diſpoſed from their complexion to- 
gallantry. A fire, an extreme vivacity un- 
known to the northern nations of Europe, 
and which reſults from a penetrating air, a 
genial ſun, and ſxies for ever blue, is ſtrongly. 
diſcernible in their eyes, their converſation, tlie 
_ peculiar dances and muſie of the country's 3 in 
all which a warm and impaſſioned animation 
forms the predominant: quality. Tam afraid- 
to expreſs How many charms there appear 
to me in this gaiety of character and diſ-- 
poſition, leſt you ſhould think I mean to 
contraſt it with the formality of our on. 
country, where: we ſeldom allow the heart. to 
a uninfluenced by the judgments .-. TT 0 
Marſeilles pretends to tlie moſt remote an- 
tiquity, a colony of Phociags in ages un- 5 
G& _ Tknown,. 
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known, having given it birth. The 6 old 
<6 city* is one of, the moſt ill built of 
any in Europe, nor have I . ever had | 


. courage enough to penetrate. into its re- 


ceſſes, which are inſupportably filthy. The 
modern Marſeilles has ſprung up ſince the- 
commencement of the eighteenth century, 
and has all that regularity, elegance, and 
convenience, Which diſtinguiſh the preſent 
times. I am inclined to conſider it as one 
of the moſt eli gible places of winter reſidence 
in the world, and far ſuperior, where health 
is not an object of attention, to Nice or 
Montpelier. In the carnival, I am aſſured, 
that it is uncommonly gay. The ſurroutiding | 
country is rocky and barren, but covered 
for ſeveral miles on all ſides, with villas anld 
ſummer houſes, which commerce has erected, 
The intention I once had of viſiting Cor- 
ſica and Sardinia, I have relinquiſhed, chiefly 
on account of the few objects of entertain- 
ment or information which thoſe iſlands offer 
to the mind; and I have determined to re- 
main here till the enſuing ſpring, when 1 

ſhall probably return through the inland pro- 
vinees of this kingdom to England. * 
while I remain, & c. | 


| Clermont, b 
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F TER + cllencelos eee. 
I again refame my pen from among 
the mountains of Auvergne, at the diſtance 
of more than a. hundred leagues from Mars 
ſeilles. I have now exchanged the delicious 
climate of Provence, its warm fun, and the 
ſhore of the Meditetrancan, ant A eee _ 
ferent cen... Lv i 
J quitted Marſeiftes * guck of this. 
month, and arrived at Avignon the evening 
of the enſuing day. It was impoſſible ſor me 
not to dedicate ſome time tothe view of 4 
city ſo renowned in paſt ages, the ſeat of the 
ſovereign. Pontiffs during more than half a 
century, the 'refidence of Petrarch, and the 
birth-place of Laura. I felt that pleaſure 
which reſults to every refleting mind, from 
the conſciouſneſs of being on a ſpot rendered 
famous by poetry, or genius, or great ats 
chievements. I compared Avignon, as it 
now exiſts, with the picture which Petrarch 
has drawn of it in his writings, and attempted 


n mY TOUR 


to erte the ſituation of his miſtres | 


abade, which is yet pointed out by tradition 


in ane of. the ſuburbs I went to the church, 
of the Cordeliers, where reft her remains. 


In a little dark chapel on the right hand, now . 


enthuſiaſm which, uſually. diſtinguiſhes - and 
characteriſes genius, cauſed the tomb of Laura. 


diſuſed forreligious ceremonies, damp, cold, and: 
unwholeſome, beneath the arch which forms 
the entrance, and under a plain ſtone, lies 
that Laura who was once ſo: beautiful, and 
who can never: die while her lever's fame and 
works ſurvive. Round the ſtone are ſome. 
ancient Gothic characters covered with earth;, 
and rendered illegible by time. You will: 

perhaps recollect that Francis: the firſte tha : 
moſt: accompliſhed: prince who ever: reigned 
in France, and who eminently. poſſeſſed the 


to be opened in his own preſence. A wiſh 
to pervade the obſcurity in which Petrarch 
has affected to involve the name of his miſo 
treſs, and: the: hiſtory of bis- own unhappy 
paſſion; added ta a. deſire of aſeertaining bn 
ſome inconteſtible proof the burial- place of Lau- 
xa, were the motives which influenced Fran- 
Us ta commit this _—_ Violation. of tho 


repoſs 
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repoſe of the dead. Some ſmall dai Gott, 
ſuppoſed to be her's, and a leaden box which 


contained a ſcrowl of. Italian verſes obfeurely 1 


alluding to. Petrarch's attachment to her, 
were all which repaid the monarch's curioſity. 
It is needleſs to remind you, that Laura died 
of the plague which deſolated the greater 
part of: Europe in 134% and the following 
year, and of which Boccace has drawn the 
moſt animated and diſtreſsful picture whicte 
can be held up to the human imagination. 
It. ſeems- impoſſible to recognize the - 
ation or adjacent country of Avignon as they 
lours with which. Petrarchꝭ has ſhaded them. 
The fertile plain of the Comtat Venaiffin'* 
in which: tho city ſtands, and the rieh banks 
of the Nchone, are deſcribed: by him as a 
frightful deſart, through which pours a river 
ſwept by continual winds and tempeſts. Ovid 
has given us the ſame horrible idea of the 
coaſt of the Black Sea, a climate inconteſ- 
ably one of the fineſt of the earth, and bleſſed 
with an almoſt perpetual ſpring. The gloomy 
medium thro* which the two poets regarded 
every a GO this: — fact. 
The 


recollection of — — pletfured-wwhich, 
reigned in the court. of Auguſtus, and from. 
which he was for ever baniſhed, was loſt to 
every ſenſe of joy or delight. Petrarch; an 
cheriſhing the fond idea of reviſiting Florence, 
the city , Avignon, ſet no bounds to his ex- 
ſideration of its being the ſpat: which gave 
birth to his · miſtreſs Laura, could ſoften or dis. 
miniſh his antipathy to Avignon For me 
who viewed: it es and without preju 
dice, I confeſs Twas charmed with the ſitu- 
ation. The proſpect Gives of tho 
rock in the center of the city is of uncommon; 
beauty. . The “Vent de Bize, which blew- 
in my face, was indeed extremely ſevere, but 
I: comforted: myſelf, that tho Piercing, it was 
yet wholeſome, and that if Louis the-eleventhy, 
when in a ſtate of debility had ordered inter- 
ceflions to Heaven to avert it, Auguſtus, on 
the other hand, was ſo: well convinced of th 
Alubrious 


THROUGH FRANCE. 1 


falubrious and invigorating qualities of that 
wind, that he erected an altar to it, and or- 
dered it to be placed among the Gods. 
The Rhone itſelf is a noble object, rolling 
rapidly through meadows covered with olive 
trees, and divided into two conſiderable chan 
nels oppoſite to Avignon. Acroſs it, extend 
the ruinous and decayed arches of that bridge, 
againſt which Madame de Grignan was ſa 
near being loſt, and of which Madame de 
Sevigns makes terriſied mention. It was 
demoliſhed in 1699, by one of the inundations 
common to the Rhone. When entire, it was 
not leſs. than a quarter of a mile in length ; 
but being ſo narrow as not to permit two 
carriages to paſs in any part, it had previouſly, 
become almoſt uſeleſs ; and motives of policy: 
prevent the conſtruction of a new. bridge, 
while Avignon belongs, as it {till does, to the 
papal ſee. On the farther ſide of the Rhone, 
in Languedoc, ſtands Ville Neuye,. 2 conſi- 
derable town, with a magnificent onaſtery of 
Benedictins on a rock, correſpondent to that: 
on which is built the cathedral of Avignen. 
The high mountain of Ventoux, in the pro-, 
vince of Dauphiné, covered with ſnow, - and; 
which 
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and to which he ſo often retired to indulge 


which Petrarch has deſcribed, appears to the 
north; and the ſavage rocks of Vaucluſe - 


bound the view to the eaſtward, at the dif. 


tance of fifteen miles. Beneath ſpreads an 


* extenſive - vale, water'd by ſeveral rivulets 


which loſe themſelves in the Rhone, and 


which is cultivated with the utmoſt induſtry,” 


The city of Avignon itſelf is in ee il 
built, irregular, and devoid of beauty ; but 
the Gothic walls and ramparts with whick 
it has been ſurrounded by different pontiffs, 
are well preſerved, and are an object of hig 


eurioſity. I recolle& none fo perfect in any 


part of France. Several popes and antipopes, 
who during their. lives thook the Nom 
church with violence and mutual altercation, 


repoſe quietly near each other, in the v 
monaſteries of the place; and in that of the 


Cordeliers, almoſt oppoſite to Laura's, is the 


tomb of the brave Grillon, ſo well known for 


his invincible courage, as well as for his un- 


ſhaken attachment to his en AY the 


fourth. 4 Lacke 
You vill n not doubt chat T viſt ted the FR 
tain of Vaucluſe, immortalized' by Petrarch, 


2 
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his grief and hopeleſs love. It is only five 
leagues diſtant from Avignon, and as I ſet 

out early in the morning, I reached the en- 
trance of the valley about ten o'clock. * I got 
out of my carriage, and walked along tho 
banks of the Sergue, fon ſo the river is called 


which iſſues from the fountain. Meadows 


of the moſt lively green ſkirt its ſides, above 
which riſe abrupt and lofty. rocks, that ſeem 
deſigned to ſeclude ĩt from human view. 
The valley becomes gradually narrower to- 
ward the extremity, and winding br 
deſcribes the figure of a horſe- ſhoe. 
view is at length abe eee 
maſs of rock, forming a barrier acroſs it, of 
a prodigious heighth, and abſolutely perpendi- 
cular, Through its vaſt receſſes run the 
ſtreams which ſupply the fountain of Vaucluſe, 
and at its foot appears à baſon of water, ſeveral 
hundred feet in circumference, ſtretched like 
an expanſe, filent and quiet. The fides are 
very ſteep, and it is ſaid that in the middle no 
bottom can be diſcovered; tho? attempts have 
been often made for that purpoſe j a circum= 
{tance probably reſulting. from the violence 
with which the ſprings bubble up, which:pres 
ents. 
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vents any weight: from deſcending — . 


eertain depth. 'Tho* the fountain is lea; 
in itfelf than cryſtal, yet the incumbent rock 


Eaſts a continual thade, approaching to black; 


over its ſurface. | The water eſcaping from 


7 
8 


this ſtate of inaction by.a: narrow paſſage; is 


__ immediate] y precipitated in a caſcade dow 44 


rocky channel, where it foams over a numa 


ber of vaſt, detached ſtones, which intercept 


and impede its progreſs. : They are e. | 
with a, deep green moſs of many ages, And 
have probably tumbled: from the mounkamm 
that overhang the torrent. The rocks them. 
felves, which ſurround and inveſt this roman- 
tic ſpot, are worn by time, and the inclemency 
of the weather, into a thouſund extraordinary 


and fantaſtic forms, to which imagination 
gives ſhape and figure... On one of the pointed 
extremities, and in a ſituation which appears 


almoſt inacceſſible, are ſeen the remains of an 


Ly- 


ancient. caſtle, projecting over che Water 


The 3 call it 4 II caſtelle di Petrar- 


ca, and add, with great ſimplicity, that 


Laura lived upon the oppoſite ſide of th 
xiver, under the bed of which was ſubter- 


ranean paſſage by which the two lovers viſited: 


0 ES each 
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each other. Nothing is however more cer- 
tain than that theſe ars the ruins of the 
Chateau belonging to the lords or Seigneurs 
of Avignon; and the biſhop of Cavaillon re- 
ſided in it during the frequent viſits which he 
uſed to make to Petrarch.— The poet's 
dwelling was much lower down, and nearer 
to the bank of the Sorgue, as evidently appears 
from his minute deſcription of it, and the re- 
lation he gives of his quarrel with the Naiads 
af the ſtream, ho encroached during the 
winter on his little adjoining; territory. No 
remains of it are no to be diſcerndd. 

I fat down on the edge of the baſon, to 
conſider the ſcene, and the romantie aſſem- 
blage of objects which preſented themſelves 
on every ſide. I looked with a mixt ſenſation: 
of pleaſure and of pain, upon the valley and 
the fountain which had been ſo often witneſſes 
to Petrarch's complaints, and hopeleſs paſ- 
ſon. I attempted to diſcern the cavern, 
which, during the ſummer, when the waters 
of Vaucluſe are low, opens into the receſſes 
of the rock, and where he uſed alone, in the 
dead of night, to indulge kis deſpair. While 
I was loſt in theſe reſlections, the day darkened, 

and 
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and a ſudden Gori of "rain, from” wich 
I was completely ſheltered by the incumbent 
mountain, iſſuing from a collection of black 


clouds overhanging the ſpot, ſpread through 


the whole landſcape a majeſtic and awful ſub- 
limity, When it was paſt, I retir'd, tho 
reluctantly, from this nn and en 
ſolitude. |: + Ft wud 
Before I got into ay ae the peaſant 
whe had attended me to the fountain, con- 


ducted me, to a houfe fituated in the valley, 


where are {till preſerved: two portraits of the 
lovers who have rendered Vaucluſe immor- 
tal. My chief attention was directed toi tllat 


of Laura. She appears to be in the earlieſt 


bloom of youth, ſuch as ſhe is deſcribed: by 


Petrarch on that morning when be firſt 


beheld her. An air of playful gaiety ſeems 
diffuſed over her countenance.” Her eyes are 


large and of a deep haze), her noſe juſtly: 


proportioned, and the contour of her face a 


perfect oval. Her hair, the colour of which 


approaches do yellow, is confi ned by a fillet 
braided and adorned: with pearls; over het 
neck is a faint ſhade of gauze; her robe is 


of a * and her arms are covered with 


à ſort i 
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| a ſort of glove which deſcends half way the 
hands. In one of them the holds an amaranth, : 
the emblem of immortality, Petrarch is 
painted as in middle life, ofan engaging igure, | 
K and his brows bound with laurel. 
. I return'd to Avignon in eee and 
quitted it on, the morning of the enſuing day. 
At Orange where I breakfaſted, it was im- 
poſlible not to dedicate an hour to the remains 
of the Roman theatre, and the triumphal arch 
of Marius ; edifices the moſt auguſt and mag- 
nificent, tho? defaced by the lapſe of near two | 
thouſand years, and of which I might be 
tempted perhaps to give you a deſcription, if it 
had not already been done by ſo many preced- 
ing travellers. I continued my journey to 
Lyons along the eaſtern bank of the Rhone. 
On the other ſide of that river appear the high . 
mountains of the Vivarais covered with ſnow, - 
and to the right are thoſe of Dauphirie-extend- 
ing to the Alps, with which they join. As 1 
advanced north, the weather became more 
; ſharp and piercing, while the Bize*” blew _ 
; with redoubled keenneſs, and chilled the ſpring - 
. which was juſt opening. I arrived at Lyons 
after three + days) en. My road from _— 
ws. - 


n A nnr 
| Ade aeg ws thro” the prewinees of Beans 
jolois and Forez, uhe firſt ef whith} tho” ity, | 
is finely cultivated. Between s and 
Roanne I paſſed over the High moutrtain of 
Tarare, ſo dreaded in the laſt century. From 
its ſummit is a prodigious profpect, offly | 
bounded towards Savoy by the Alps, which 
form a vaſt barrier covered with eternal "Mow: 
At Roanne Trenter'd'the Forez, a ſmall pro- 
vince, barren, uncultivated, and thinly inha-' 
bited. A chain of lofty mountains extends 
quite acroſs it; thick foreſts of pine and fir 
cover the ſteep acelivities, and afford refuge 
to wolves and wild boars, which are there 
found in great numbers. Searce a hamlet is 
ſeen in ſeveral miles; and the ſilence, the de- 
population, and romantic ſolitudes thro” which 
I paſs'd; ſtrongly emo me of 8 _ en ot 
Finland. e 
arrived on Wedneſtay at- + Thices;" a con 
ſiderable town | ſituated” on the ſteep" fide” of a 
a mountain, from whence is beheld a moſt 
delicious landſcaps, The country extends for 
many leagues on all ſides, in a cultivated” 
plain, terminated by another range of mouth" 


tains, and Clermont itſelf. is aiſtinell len at” 
8 3 - * 
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the diſtance of five-dnd-twenty miles. This 
rich tract of the Auvergne is denominated 
« La Limagne,” and forms a baſon complete- 
y ſurrounded by rocks and hillsfſ#-The foil is a | 
uncommonly fertile, and inferior to no part 1 
of France. Several fine ſtreams ines 1 +I 
and add to the beauty of the ſcene.” 5 

I got to this place yeſterday. The fun 
tion of Clermont is agreeable, on a gentle 
eminence, the aſcent to which-is gradual and 
eaſy. The eity itſelf within the walls, ſeems 
to have been built i in an age the moſt barba- 
rous, the ſtreets being fo narrow and wind- 
ing that jo carriage can enter them, and the 
buildings are. of correſpondent antiquity ; but 
to compenſate for theſe IHconveniences, the 
ſuburbs are charming, and the houſes modern 
and elegant. I viſited this morning the petri- 
fying ſpring, which Charles the ninth of 
France is ſaid to have ſurveyed with ſo much 
pleaſure and admiration. Ie is only a quarter 
of a mile from the town. In a Eourſe of ages," 
the ſpring has formed a ridge of ſtone or in- 
cruſtation not leſs than ſixteen feet in height, 
above a hundted feet long, and in ſome parts 
near ten in Mickneſs. As it impeded, and at 

* length 
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length totally Ropped the current of a little 
rivulet which interſected its courſe, the inha- 


bitants were obliged to dig a paſſage through 


it. The ſtrem is now directed into another | 


channel, and has begun to form a new bridge 
acroſs the rivulet into which it falls. art K 
It was my intention to have penetrated far- 


ther into this romantic province, but the ſea 
ſon is too early to permit me to aſcend any of 


the higheſt mountains of Auvergne. I ſhould 
however certainly have gone to Uſſon, which 
is. only ten leagues. diſtant, if any remains 
of the caſtle ſtill exiſted. I ſcarcely need, re- 


mind you that Margaret of Valois, wife ti 


Henry the ſourth, was ſhut up in it during 
twenty years. A gentleman who reſides at 


Iloire near the ſpot, gave me this deſcription 


of it. | 
* The alle af Diſs Head npen; the fun 
| & mit of an almoſt inacceſſible rock, at the 


foot of which flowed a little river. The 
« queen, by & maſterly piece of addreſs, ex- 
« pelled the Marquis de Canillac, to whaſe 
& cuſtody ſhe was confided, and rendered her- 
< ſelf miſtreſs of the place. It has been de- 


6 moliſhed by time, and the rifle hands of 
« the 
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« the neighbouring. peaſants, who have re- 
« moved almoſt all the ſtones which compoſed 
« the caſtle, Some ruins of it yet remain. 
« in the laſt ſtage of decay, which 
« vulgar apprehend to Have been ve 
« ſacred to religious purpoſes, and h 
« they denominate, Les Chapefles 4 la 
« Reine Marguerite. It is true that they 
« were conftrufted by that Queen ; but hs. 
te had dedicated them to pleaſure, not fo de- 

« yotion, and g rendezvous in the®# 


* apartments to the neighbouring nodility of 


« Auvergue. No ther traces remain: at this 
« time of bien, e en 
My letter is afread) 
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length; I fhall only : dd ro it, that 1 an 
n de. : > 
Nos $4 q 19 
5 | 


He Bourges 


— ——— — pn 
. bn renner — —-—-— 
——— 2 TT CE words Cas 
* _— IEC > 


— K — 


— 


aa 1. EIT AGAveH, 3». 


o 
11 
* 

1 
i i 
| 4 
1 
ö 
( L 
5 


. - 
* ; : I 5 
8 5, 7 . * 
— * 3 N _ © 
a Rn = ” 4 F Le 4 2 * * 
* T4 N * = * + pp * 
= 2 1 5 . F g 
© . n * * 
— * F 


* 
; * * 
1 n 8 77 
SC I\ $1.5 . Ny F 


* 


beter | Boorges in Br, th of My; 1776, 


T Left Clermont ſooner than I had intended, 
in compliance with an invitation which I ; 


could not refuſe, to paſs ſome time at the 


Chateau de P—— belonging to the Count 
de . The houſe i 18 ſituated in an un- 
frequented part of Auvergne, towards the 
confines of the Bourbonnois, ' on 2 riſing 
on which commands an enchanting pro- 
Through the plain below, flows the 
river Allier, mentioned in te 722 of ſuch lively 
admiration by Madame de Sevigne, and on 
whoſe banks, ſhe fays, might yet be diſ- 
covered ſome of the ſhepherds of fiction and 
romance. Monſieur de L—— was not at 


home, and I was received by the Counteſs 


in a manner the moſt noble and polite. She 
did me the honour to detain me five days, 


which I paſſed in a way never to be eraſed 
from my remembrance. I would deſcribe 


to you her perſon, but that I ſhall give you 


a more juſt idea of it in ſaying that ſhe 


ſtrikingly reſembled the portrait of the du- 


cheſs of — as drawn by the Abbe 
de 


reluctance, natural to a perſon We with 


— 
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de. St. Real. Her other accompliſhments Ea 


were not inferior to her beauty; and when 
ſhe danced the Bourr6e, (a dance peculiar to 


Auvergne, ) I thought Hortenſia Mancini could 


not have been comparable to Madame de 
L-—, I took my leave of her with that 


pleaſure and reſpece. 

At Montpenſier, I ſtopped to view. dhe 
mount where formerly ſtood the caſtle, now 
totally demoliſhed, and which is rendered 
famous in hiſtory by the death of Louis the 
eighth, » king of France, and father of St. 
Louis. He died there in 1226, on his re- 
turn from the ſiege of Avignon, and as was 


commonly ſuppoſed, of poiſon adminiſtered 
to him by the Count de Champagne. 


I arrived the enſuing day at Moulins,. 
which ſtands in a fine plain cloſe to the ri 
Allier, along the ſides of which are planted 
walks of elm, poplar and aſpin. The city, 
tho' the capital of the province of Bourbon 
nois, is mean and ill built. I went imme 
diately on my arrival, to the church of the 
nunnery of the Viſitation, to ies the Mau- 
ſoleum of Henry Duke of Montmorenci, of 

H 3 whom 


whom I have already had occaſion more than 

once to make mention. It was erected to his 
memory by the Ducheſs, his wife, Marie 
Felice des Urſins. I looked at this ſuperb 
monument with fenfations of the deepeſt pity | 
for the: unfortunate hero to whom it was 
raiſed. Caſtelnaudari, and Leytoure, and 
. all crowded into my mind.— The 
tomb itſelf is compoſed of the moſt beauti- 
fuland coftly * The Duke appears in 
a reclining attitude, his left arm ſupported on 
his helmet 3 and by him fits his widow; her 
eyes directed to heaven, ber hands elaſped, 
and over her whole figure is . 

diſconſolate ſorrow ſtrongly marked. 
It is a delightful ride from Moulias-to 
Nevers, thro' the provinces of Bourbon- 
nvois and Nivernois. In the center of 
Menz en the ſummit of a bill, ic built the 
palace of the ancient Dukes. It appears to 
have been conſtructed in the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, and, tho* beginning to exhibit marks of 
&cay, is yet a model of beauty and delieacy 
of Gothic architecture. The apartments are 
hung with tapeſtry of two hundred years old, 
which * an air of groteſque and rude mag- 

| . f nificence. | 
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nificence. 1 was detaitied in one of the 
chambers for fome minutes, by a portrait of 
Madame de Monteſpan, who appears riſing 
from a ſuperb couch, the curtains of which 
are drawn back, and' ſupported by Cupids. 
Her attitude is half voluptuous, half contem» 
plative. She is dreſſed in a negligent deſha- 
bille, and her Hair floats down over her 
ſhoulders and neck in waving ringlets. Her 
head reſts on her left hand, and one of her 
feet is concealed by her robe; the other, | 
which is naked to the mid-leg; and on which 
the painter, with great taſte has exhauſted all 
2 is placed on an embroidered cuſhion. 
Her flippers are thrown er. 1 Was | 
charmed with the portrait. 

1 paſſed the river Loire at La Charte, 
where J entered: the province of Berri; the 
diſtance" from "thence to this city is about 
twelve leagues. The country is much inferior 
in beauty and cultivation to that between 


Moulins and Nevers. The far greater part 


conſiſts in thick woods, or barren heaths deſ- 
titute of inhabitants. Bourges is ſituated in 
the midſt of a plain, open and level as the 
lea, The city is of a very conſiderable ſize, 
| 8 H 4 TE, and 


% MT OA 
and of great antiquity, a claim, the validity 
of which moſt of the buildings evinte by the 
barbariſm of their conſtruction, which marks 
an age of total rudeneſs and ignorance of the 
arts. I have ſeen ſcarce a houſe which does 
not. appear to have ſtood many hundred: years, 
— The © Hotel de Ville“ was built by the 
celebrated Jacques Cœur, ſo well known in 
the French hiſtory by his greatneſs, his loy- 
alty, his exile, and his misfortunes.” Over 
the portal, is a fine ſtatue of Charles the 
ſeventh, under whoſe reign he flouriſhed; 
the king is habited in complete armour, and 
mounted on horſeback. That prince uſually 
held his court here; and you will certainly 
recollect, that during the extreme diſtreſs in 
which his affairs were involved at the com- 
mencement of his reign, the Engliſh, elated 
with their victories under Henry the fifth, be- 
ſtowed on him the contemptuous appellation 
of < Le petit Roi. de Bourges, from the 
loyal and conſtant attachment which the 
citizens expreſſed towards _ OY Oy 
change of fortune. 
The tower, enen « La 9 


tour,” in which Louis the twelfth of France, 
5 when i 


— 


| i | 
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© when only Duke of Orleans, was detained a 
| priſoner more than two years by the Lady 
of Beaujeu, regent under Charles the eighth, 
exiſts no longer. It was demoliſhed in 1651 
during the minority of Louis the fourteenth, 
by order of Cardinal Mazarin; and a modern 
building has been conſtructed on the ſpot, 
from the ſtones which compoſed that edifice.” 
During my ſtay here, I went to ſee the 
tomb of Jane of Valois, daughter to Louis 
the eleventh, and wife to Louis the twelfth, 
from whom he was divorced, to marry. Anne 
of Bretagne, on his acceſſion to the crown of 
France. The repudiated princeſs retired to 
this city, and having dedicated her remaining 
days to piety, died in the convent of St. Jane, 
which ſhe had founded. One of the nuns 
ſhewed me, through the grating, her ſlippers 
and nuptial robes, which are preſerved with 
great care ; and the added, that innumerable 
miracles had been eee by her relies 
and interceſſion. e 
The cathedral of Bourges is a moſt mag- 
nificent edifice, tho? the external architecture 
of the building does not correſpond | in belnity 
or June to its interiour- 'T he churen 
HKS | is 
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we have i in e e. the ——_ of — 
ed glaſs which it contains, is ſcarce inſerior to 
that at Gouda in Holland. John, duke gf 
Berri, and brother to Charles the fifth king 
tomb of coſtly workmanſhip. He is too well 
known in hiſtory under the unhappy reign 
of Charles the ſixth, his nephew, when the 
frenzy with which that unfortunate prince 
was ſeized, gave full ſcope to the 
/ and ambition of his uncles. 9  _- 

- Scarce any other objects preſent themſelves 
| je o the eye in this city except ruins, and I am 
almoſt afraid as I walk through the narrow 
winding ſtreets, that the buildings will fall 
upon my head. If Charles the ſeventh could 
revive, 1 am perſuaded he would perfectly re- 
cognize the place, which appears to have 
undergone very little. altexation, or received 7 
any embelliſhment, during more than rec 
centuries which have elapſed ſince his death. | 
Louis the eleventh was born at Bourges, 
en 4 Hotel de Ville” is a painting 
 deſeriptive of this event. France, under the 
oy _ figure 
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figure of a woman, appears riſing from her 
throne to receive the medallion of that mo- 
narch, which is W to her by the Ge- 
nius of Berri. 3 0 - . 

This province, cho” un and as 
fertile, is little cultivated or improved; a cir- 
cumſtance chiefly reſulting from the want of 
any navigable river, by which the grain and 
other productions might be tranſported to dif- 
ferent quarters of the kingdom. 

To-morrow morning 1 leave Bourges. 
From Orleans or Blois you may e to 
baar of. - . Yours, & . | 


5 r % 
Aula, Tusa), 24th May, 2776 
Staid ſome hours at Mehun-ſur-Yeure in 
Berri, to contemplate the magnificent re- 
mains of the caſtle. | It is only four leagues 
diſtant from Bourges, and is rendered famous 
in hiſtory by the death of Charles the ſeventh 


of France who conſtructed it, and who died 


there in 1461, by a voluntary abſtinence from 
food, cauſed by the apprehenſion of being 
poifoned by his own ſon, Louis the eleventh. 
The ſituation. of the caftle is not favour'd by 
nature, and correſponds ill with the grandeur 
of the ſtructure, It ſtands in a wide-extended 
Plain, ſheltered by deep woods, and at its foot 
"flows the little river Veure, which dividing at 
te ſpot into ſeveral ſtreams, forms a number 
of marſhy iſlands coyered with willows. Tho' 
the caſtle of Mehun has been burnt by light. | 
ning, as well as greatly injured by time, and 
the depredations of the neighbouring peaſants, 
yet its ruins are even how inexpreflibly auguſt 
and beautiful, I viſited every part of it which 
was acceſſible. The great tower is very 
perfect, and three of the apartments which 
3 A. appear 
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appear to Have been rooms of Nate, might - 
almoſt be inhabited at preſent. | The Tam- 

ber where, a8 it is ſaid, the unhapp} king 

expir'd, is in one of the ſmaller towers, the 
entrance into which is obſtructed by the ſtones 
which have fallen from above. The whole 
edifice is compoſed of a ſtone nearly equal to 
marble in whiteneſs and durability; and is 
ſurrounded by a deep ditch. In' the' center 
ſtands the chapel, the workmanſhip and de- 
licacy of which are aſtoniſhing. The' caſtle 
appears to me to be one of the fineſt monuments 
now exiſting in Europe of the taſte and ſtyle ir 
architecture in the fifteenth century, when the 
arts began Nowly to tevive from their r lumber 
of ſo. many ages. | 

Charles the rend 4 is deſeribed by the 

French hiſtorians under colours ſimilar to 

thoſe, with which Pope in his notes on the 

Iliad has drawn the portrait of Paris. Na- 

turally brave, munificent, amiable, protecting | 

and cultivating all the elegant occupations of 

a liberal mind; but finking continually into 

an indolent ef and facrificing every 

grand or patriotic ſentiment to the faſcinating 
cane of female th ata caſtle of Me 
kun 
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hun appears never to have been the 3 
reſidence of any ſacceeding king of France, 
after e death of Charles. It, was neglected 
by the immediate ſucceſſors of that prince, 
loſt in the fuperior luſtre of Fontainbleau and 
Chambord under Francis the firſt, and ul 1 
mately alienated by Louis the fourteenth, to 
ſupport his ruinous and mne wars in "00 
laſt century, 

J purſued my journey 5 the provinces : 
of Berri and Sologne: to Orleans, where 1 
arrived the enſuing, day. Fhe entrance into 
it is noble and ſtriking from the ſouth, over a 
fine bridge acroſs the Loire of nine arches. 1 
The. city itſelf is in, general very meanly 
built, and the ſtreets narrow, one only ex- 
cepted, which leads from the bridge, and is 
compoſed of modern, elegant buildings. In 
this, ſtreet ſtands. the celebrated monument 
- where Charles the ſeventh and. the Maid of 
Orleans are repreſented on their knees before 
the body of our Saviour, who lies extended on 
the lap of the Virgin. It was erected by 
order of that monarch in 1458, to perpetuate 
his victories over the Engliſh, and their ex- 


pulſion from his dominions. 1.Alt the kae 


— 
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are in iron. The king appears bareheaded, 
and by him lies his helmet ſurmounted with a 
crown. Oppoſite to him is the Maid herſel 
in the ſame attitude of grateful devotion to 
Heaven. It is a moſt ue and ee 
hiſtorical monument. | 

In the Hotel de Ville” . a ee 4 
che ſame immortal woman, which I ſtudied 


long and attentively. Tho' it was not done 


till 1581, which was near 130 years ter her 
doubtedly to have drawn a flattering reſem+ 
blance of hex, and to have giyen his heroine: 
imaginary charms. Her face, tho long, is 
of exceeding beauty, heighten d by an ex- 
preſſion of intelligence and grandeus rarely 
united. Her hair falls looſely down her back, 
and ſhe wears on her head a ſort of bonnet | 
enriched; with pearls, and ſhaded with white 
plumes, tied under her chin ith a ftring. 
About her neck 49-2 little collar, and lower 
dovyn, upon her boſom, à necklace compoſed 
of ſmall links. Her dreſs, which is that of a | 
woman, b find it difficult exactly to deſcribe. 
It fits cloſe: to the body, and is cut or flaſhed 
5 | At 
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at the arms and elbows. Round her waiſt 
is an embroidered girdle, and in her right 
expelled the enemies of her ſovereign, and 
her country. I am not ſurpriz d at the ani- 
mated and enthuſiaſtic attachment which the 
French ſtill cheriſh- for her memory. The 
critical and deſperate emergency in * 
the appeared; her ſex, youth, and even the 
obſcuihy of her birth; the unparallel'd \ſuc- - 
ceſs which crowned her enterprize; the eruel 
and deteſtable ſentence by which ſhe was put 
to death; the air of the marvellous· ſpread 
over the whole narration, enereaſed and 
ſtrengthened by that veneration which time 
affixes. to every great event —all theſe united 
cauſesonſpire to place her above mortality. 
A and Athens would undoubtedly have 
ranked her among their tutelary deities, and 
have erected temples to her honour; nor can 
I help beingyamazed that amidſt the almoſt 
infinite number of modern ſaints who cr6ud 
and diſgrace their churches, no altar og wm. 
been dedicated to the Maid of Orleans. 
The environs of Orleans, more e 
in the province of Sologne to the ſouth f 
"It | | the 
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the Loire, are very agteeable. It is in 
general a level country covered with corn 


and vines. I rode bewertet, t- 
8 


to © La Source, a villa rendered 


— 


by the abode of Henry St. John, Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, vho paſſed the chief part of his 


exile in this retreat. Near the houſe, in a 5 


hollow dell, is the ſpring from which the 
place has received its name, and which may 
be regarded as a moſt extraordinary phæno- 
menon. The water riſes out of the earth 
from a very narrow apgr re in a prodigious 
column, and forms immediately a conſiderable 
river called the Loiret, which after winding 
its courſe about two leagues, is loſt in the 
Loire. Monſieur B to whom ee 
now belongs; has deformed and totally diſ- 
figured this beautiful fountain, by an iu 
judged and miſtaken taſte. Inſtead of a dark 
and gloomy hollow. ſhaded by deep woods, 
and adapted to the genius of the ſcene, in the 
midſt of which the ſpring formerly roſe with. 


violence out of the earth, he has enlarged che; | 
opening from whence it iſſues; and it now 


only appears to bubble up ſcarce above the ſur- 


face of the groung, in the middle of a ſhallow, 
artificial | 


— 


ws 
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artificial baſon. No trees of any kind conceal 


or ſhelter it from view, and after firſt paſſing 
through a narrom channel, it is diſperſed in the 
form of a looking- glaſs before the houſe. One 
cannot view fo ridiculous and abſurd a me- 
tamorphoſis, without * nn „ 
mixed with indignation. en 

I: left Orleans on Bentley morning; 1 


arrived here the ſame evening. Curioſity to 


viſit che tomb of Louis the eleventh, wo 
Pee nnn ee de Clay in- 
Nea, . for * — 
Francis duke of Guiſo, with Brantome in 
my hand, and attempted; from his minute and 
exact deſcription, to aſcertain the preeiſe pot 
Where that iluſtrious prince was killed" by 
Meré Poltrot, during eiu of Peavey 
under Charles the ninth.” ahi n 

Fhe church of — 
the eleventh, who had always l fingular and 


* eapticious: devotion for the Virgin Marys to 


whom it is dedicated. He always denomi- 
nated her Ma bonne notre Dame de 
ay NO = From a ſimilar ſuperſtition, he 

a e ordered 
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ordered his body to be interred there, under a 
monument, which he had himfelf erected. 
The Hugonots, in the civil wars under Ca- 
therine of Medicis, broke open his tomb, and 


ſcattered the bones about the church with a 


ſavage. ferocity.. - Louis the thirteenth cauſed 


the preſent monument to be conftructed in 


i622, which is compoſed. of white marble, | 
and well executed. The king is on his knees, 


in an attitude of prayer, his hands raiſed to 


heaven. His queen, Charlotte of Savoy, was 


originally buried in the ſame tomb, and 
Charles: the eighth cauſed his own heart to be 
depoſited there near his father's remains. 
1 croſſed the Loire again at 8 
and ſpent the whale afternoon in the gardens 
and groves of Menars. . This was the ſeat of 
the celebrated Madame de Pompadour; -who 
began to improve the place, 511d bequeathed 
it at her death to:the Marquis de Marigny her 
only brother. The ſituation, which is on 2 
bigh range of hills overhanging the Loire, is 


tinually entertained on every fide with a 
proſpect the molt extenſive, delicious, and 
cultivated. Towns and palaces and caſtles, 


| intermixed 


* 
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intermixed with foreſts, hamlets, abbeys and : 
vineyards, are ſpread below, while a noble 
river pouring through the plain, diffuſes plenty 
and fertility in its progreſs. The gardens | 
themſelves are laid out with great elegance, 

and adorned with a number of ſtatues, chiefly 
preſented to the Marquis by his late Majeſty, 
Louis the fifteenth, A Paſiphae,” lament- 
ing Phaeton, and beginning to take root, 
detained me for ſome minutes; but I left 
this figure to obſerve an . Atlas,” than which 
nothing can be more perfect. The ſtatue 
is larger than the life, and as Atlas is in the 
act of attempting to tear himſelf from the rock 
into which he is about to be transformed, 
all his muſcles are neceſſarily in the moſt vio- = 

' lent ſtate of exertion. : The artiſt has found 
means to give a ſort of ſuction to the ſtone, 
which makes it appear to draw, in the limbs 
of Atlas, and in ſome parts to have taken 
poſſeſſion of them. It is a maſterly production 
of ſeulpture. Monſieur de Marigny has pro- 
digiouſly improved the place ſince the Mar- 
chioneſs of Pompadour's deceaſe. The terrace 
does not yield to that of Windſor or of St. 


Germain; and the woods, through which winds 
a mur- 


i 
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a murmuring rivulet, are of the moſt ſecluded 
ſolitude. In the midſt of them, concealed 
under a thick cover of trees, appears a Cupid, 
who ſeems as if juſt alighted on a pedeſtal 
covered with roſes. Nothing can exe the 
archneſs of his looks, which make one trem 
ble; — but he has his finger on his lips. 
To-morrow you ſhall hear mom. 1 am 
faigued, but it is the en of FR, * | 
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Blois, Wedneſday, 1 wy May, 1176, 


2 is :mpoſiible for any perſon to be deſti-· 
tte of ſome emotions of pleaſure, at the 


city from which I write. Judge them what 
= - experiagee, who cannot behold: the ſpot 
where any great atchievement has been pet- 
formed in ages paſt without the Iivelieſt en- 
thuſiaſm, when I look upon the caſtle, where 
Louis the twelfth, the father of his people was 
born; in which were ſolemniſed the nuptials 
of Margaret of Valois, ſiſter of Francis the 
firſt, and of the ſecond Margaret, wife of 
Henry the fourth ! where Iſabella of Bavaria, 
and Mary of Medicis queens of France, were 
impriſoned! within whoſe walls the duke 
and the cardinal of Guiſe were facrificed to 
the vengeance of Henry the third ! where 
Valentina of Milan, where Anne of Bretagne, 
and Claude her daughter died; and to cloſe 
this auguſt ſeries of princes, where Catherine 

of Medicis ſo renowned for her genius and her 
«crimes, likewiſe expired I tread with reve- 
rence over the ground, render'd i in ſome de- 
_ gree | 
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gree ſacred, and view with à ſolemn delight” 
the towers once inhabited by Queens and 
monarchs, now tending to decay, or covered 


with ivy, which ſpreads a twilight through the | 


apartments at noon- day. An air of melan- 
choly and departed greatneſs is ftrongly dix. 
fuſed through the whole palace, and encreaſed 
by the ſilence which reigns univerſally. The 
cyphers and devices of fuecreding princes are 
faintly diſcerned on the front of the edifice, 
or over the gateways. 'L, diftinguiſh the 
« Porcupine” of Louis the twelfth, the & ga- 
„ lamander of Francis the firſt, and the 
amorous Creſcent of his fon Henry the 
ſecond. I trace the remains of the gallery 
conſtructed by Henry the fourth, and wander 
in the avenue of elms planted by Catherine of 
Medicis ; or -furvey with regret the ſuperb 
and unfiniſhed palace of Gaſton duke of 
Orleans, You muſt pardon theſe uncon=-- | 
nected exclamations, which have eſcaped me 


in ſpite of myſelf. I will now endeavour to 


give you ſome more methodical and _ 
_ fible deſcription of the Rae. 

The caſtle of Blois ſtands on a oak im- 
mediately above the Loire, and commands a 


Ok 
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ſubſiſt, except one large round tower. Guy, 
ths laſt Gount of the houſe of Chatillon ſold it 
to Louis Duke of Orleans, brother to Charles 


the fixth of France, and who was afterwards 


murdered i in the Rue Barbette at 


in 1407; from whom it deſcended to Louis 


the twelfth; his grandſon. The eaſterr 
ſouthern ſides, as they now ſubſiſt, enn bile 
by that king, and over the grarid gateway is 
an equeſtrian ſtatue of him, habited in a coat 
of mail. The ſtyle of architecture merits 
great attention; and ſome of the figures which 
ſupport the windows, are of a nature ſo very 


indecent, that in the ſtate of reſinement to 


vrhich modern manners have attained, it ex- 
Cites our ſurprize how a prince ſo virtuous as 
Louis the twelfth is repreſented to have been, x 


or a queen fo rigid and ſo reſerved in her man- 


ners as was Anne of Bretagne, could ever have 


permitted them to be placed in the moſt con- 


ſpicuons part of a royal palace. It is a 
ſtriking proof of the groſs and unpoliſhed 
manners of the lixteenth century. 5 


5 The 


view hardly, if at AI inferior to that ſeen from 
ng The ancient Counts of Blois held 
their conſtant reſidence here, and conſtructed 
the original caſtle, of which no remains no 


* 
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The northern front of the caſtle Was built 
by Francis the firſt, ſoon after his acceſſion t 
the throne of France. A more ſplendid ſtyle, 
a workmanſhip approaching i in delicacy and 
elegance to the Greek and Roman architec- 
ture, diſcriminates it from the former, and 
we evidently. trace the advancement in the 
arts made by a more refined and liberal age; 
The apartments are all ſpacious and magni- 
 ficent, tho now diſmantled and neglected. I 
was ſhewn the celebrated chamber in which 
Henry duke of Guiſe was aſſaſſinatedi in 1 588, 
by order of Henry the third. The ſtones which 
were tinged with his blood, have been almoſt 
ſcraped away by the curioſity of ſucceſlivg 
travellers. At the weſtern extremity of the 
building is the tower. of Chateau-Regnaud, 
famous for having been the ſcene of the mur 
der of the Cardinal of Guiſe. I went down 
into the dungeon where that ambitious and 
unfortunate prelate paſſed the night, - previous. 
to his execution, with his companion, the 
Archbiſhop of Lyons. Two doors of maſſy 
iron open into a gloomy chamber, vaulted, 
and into which the * is only admitted by | 


one 
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one ſmall window cloſed with iron bars. 
The figure of the room is irregular, and may 
be about twenty feet in diameter. In the 
middle is a round hole ſufficiently large to 
receive' the body of a man, and under it are 
Three ranges of dungeons, one beneath the 
other. The Cardinal himſelf was put to 
death in a ſort of receſs hollowed into the 
wall, on the day following that of his bro- 
ther the Duke of Guiſe. The guards exe- 
cuted the order with their halberds,— 
They both periſhed the juſt martyrs of their 
inordinate ambition; and this aſſaſſination 
is, I believe, the only one mentioned in hiſ- 
tory, for which, if poſſible, the circumſtances 
ſeem almoſt to plead a full exculpation, 
At the eaſtern termination of the northern 
front is the © Salle des Etats,” where Henry 
the third aſſembled the ſtates twice during his 
diſtracted reign. It is a vaſt hall, now diſ- 
uſed and almoſt in ruins. In the chimney, 
the bodies of the Duke and Cardinal of Guile, 
after their aſſaſſination, are ſaid to have been 
conſumed to aſhes. Vou will perhaps recol- 


lect the animated apoſtrophe of their _ | 
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the Ducheſs of Guiſe, to the ſtatue of Louis 
the twelfth, on receiving the news of the 
death of her two children. She was daugh- 
ter to Renee of Ferrara, and grand-daughter 
to that monarch, Henry the third ſent her 
a a captive to Amboiſe, after the execution of 

her ſons. Having embarked upon the Loire, 
ſhe turned towards the caſtle of Blois, and 
invoking with lifted arms the ſhade of her 
royal anceſtor, . whoſe ſtatue was over the 
portal, Ah! grand Roi,” exclaimed ſhe, 
avez vous fait batir ce Chateau, pour y 
outir les enfans de votre petite 


« fille l· | 
The weſtern front is the mw of Gaſton: 
Duke of Orleans, ſon of Henry the fourth, and 
brother to Louis the thirteenth. It is a beauti- 
ful and magnificent edifice, but was unhappily 
left incomplete by his death, in 1659, Manſard 
was the architect whom he employ'd in its con- 
ſtruction z and more than three hundred thou- 
{and livres were uſeleſsly expended on this ſump- 
tuous building, which is uninhabitable and al- 
ready far gone in decay. Gaſton himſelf fore- 
told the future Kate of incompletion and ruin in 
12 which 
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which it avid te leſt ; and in that conviftion 
exclaimed as he lay expiring, „Domus mea, 
« domus deſolationis in eternum!” All the 
other defigns and plans arme, 
had begun, were laid aſide at his deceaſe. 
The gardens of the caſtle which were for. 
merly very extenſive, are now converted into 
private property, and the ſuperb gallery, 
which was conſtructed by Henry the fourth 
to divide the upper and lower gardens, i is only 
to be traced in its ruins, as it was demoliſhed 
about thirteen years ago by order of the court. 
The walk of Catherine of Medicis, however, 
ſtill ſubſiſts; it is of a prodigious length, ex- 
tending to the foreſt of Blois, and 9 

an avenue to the caſtle truly royal. 
I went yeſterday to viſit Chambord, the fa · 
mous palace of Francis the firſt, which is about 
four leagues from hence, on the ſouthern ſide 
of the Loire. It ſtands in a low ſituation, ſur- 
rounded by deep woods, and has all the appear- 
ance of one of Taflo's. or Arioſto's enchanted 
8 raiſed out of the earth by magic pow- 
The magnitude of the whole ſtructure, 


. with _" numerous turrets, pinna- 
cles, 
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eles, domes, and towers, over which the lapſe 
of two centuries begins to throw an air of 
decay, and waning ſplendor, produce an effect 
on the beholder hard to be deſcribed. Thick 
foreſts ſurround it on all ſides, and in the front 


flows or rather ſtagnates a little river called 5 


the Couſſon, black, and full of ſedgess The 
palace, conformable to the taſte of the age in 
which it was built, is moated round j but the 
architecture of it, tho' ſtrictly Gothic, is full 
of beauty, and elegance. A. grand ſtair-caſe 
in the center of the building, leads to the dif- 
ferent ranges of apartments; and by a ſingular 
contrivance it is rendered double, io that two N 
perſons may aſeend or deſcend. at the fame . 
time without ever ſeeing or meeting each 
other. Tho? I cannot pretend to explain, or 
give you an exact idea how this effect is pro- 
duced, yet it is curious ms mique in its 
kind, - [= t 
The chambers, tho? now - unfurniſhed, and 
beginning to feel the injurious effects of time, 
are ſtill extremely magnificent. Thoſe which 
were occupied by the late Marechal Saxe, 
are not entirely. without furniture, and have 
2 c been 


10 


fatal conſequences of the prediction. 


t OUR 


been in ſome degree modernized. In many 


of them beams are ſtretched acroſs to ſupport 
the cielings, which exceedingly deform the 


appearance of the rooms. Catherine of Me- 
dicis who had been informed by an aſtrologer, 
that ſhe was in danger of being cruſhed 


under the ruins of a houſe, cauſed them to be 


placed in this manner, to ſecure her from the 
of 
I enquired much after the pane of glaſs, on 
which were formerly ſeen the two lines writ- 
ten with. a diamond, by the hand of Francis 
the firſt. They were in a little cloſet com- 
municating with the chapel, but are now loſt 5 
by ws accident. They were theſe: — 


46 Toute ne Varie.. 
66 * habil qui 8'y fie!“ — 


Some vexation, cauſed by his miſtreſs 8 caprice ' 


er inconſtancy, probably gave occaſion to 


this ſevere ſarcaſm on the ſex. 


Immenſe fums of money were een by 
Francis the firſt in the conſtruction of Cham-- 
bord, and eighteen hundred workmen were 


em el 2 twelve years in its com- 
" nn. | 
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pletion. There are faid to be twelve hun- 
dred large, and four hundred ſmaller apart- 
ments in the palace. Francis entertained the 
Emperor Charles the fifth there, with his ac- 
cuſtom'd magnificence and ſplendour, during 
the viſit which that prince paid him on the 
rebellion of the Gantois, in 1540. Henry 
the ſecond made ſome additions to the palace. 
His father's device, a Salamander in the 
flames is ſeen in almoſt every part of the 
building; and on one ſmall tower only, I diſ- 
cover'd thoſe of Henry himſelf, "Hh « creſcent, 
« ith the letter H.” | 

After having ſtayed n more than three hours | 
in the different galleries or apartments, 1 fat 
down on the bank of the rivulet in frant of 
the palace, to contemplate it at leiſure.” 'T 
ſpread my cold proviſions on the graſs,” unde 
the ſnade of two ancient elms, and after hav- 
ing dined, reſigned myſelf to all that train of 
reflection naturally excited by che view of 1 
magnificent a ſtructure. 

Since the deceaſe of Marechal Saxe, Cham- 
bord is going faſt to decay. Louis the four- 


teenth made ſeveral viſits to it, to enjoy the 
V 14 pleaſure 


ith #7 
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pleafure of hunting, but Bis ſucceflor, the late 
king, totally neglected it, and many hundred 
_ thouſand livres muſt now be expended on the 
palace, before it could be rendered fit to lodge 
and receive a ſovereign. Its immenſe maghi- 
tude, which makes it require continual repairs, 
will neceſſarily haſten its downfall, and motives 
of œcοOοο]) will probably produce in us 
future time its entire demolition. + | 
The city of Blois is meanly built, and 
many of the houſes are of equal antiquity with 
the caſtle itſelf; | It lies on the declivity of the 
hill along the northern bank of the river, and 
is joined to a conſiderable fuburb on the op- 
poſite ſide of the Loire, by a modern bridge. 
No language can deſcribe the beauty of the 
Loire, or the fertility of the country through 
which it flows. The extreme poverty and 
miſery 'of the peaſants, in the midſt of a deli- 
cious paradiſe, producing in the greateſt 
abundance all the neceſſaries and elegancies 
of life, impreſſes me with pity, wonder and 
indignation. 1 ſee much magnificence, but 
fill more diſtreſs; one princely Chateau, 
| furrounded with a thouſand wretched ham- 
Pe. | lets; 5 
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lets; the moſt ſtudied and enervate luxury 
among the higher orders of ſociety, contraſted 
with beggary and nakedneſs among the 
people; a gaiety, a ſoftneſs, and an urbanity, 
univerſally characteriſtic of every rank, and 
to which it is impoſſible. to n. - 

ment and admiration. 
To- morrow morning 1 continue my pro- 
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HE road from Blois to this city is one vs 4 
the moſt agreeable · in France, and lies 
along the bank of the river Loire. Hills, whoſs 
| fides are covered with vines, foreſts, among 
which appear ſpires and villas; or wide-plaing 
eultivated with the greateſt induſtry, continu- 
ally diverſify and enliven the ſeene. 
I ſtop'd during more than two hours to 
view the caſtle of Chaumont. It is built on: 
a high point of land about five leagues be- 
low Blois, en the fouthern bank of the Loire, 
and commanding a moſt extenſive proſpect. 
The pile is Gothic, and was conſtructed about; 
the middle of the fifteenth century by the 
Lords of the houſe of Amboiſe. The Cardi- 
nal of that name, the virtuous and incorrupt 
miniſter of Louis the twelfth, was himſelf: 
born there, and the devices of his family are 


yet diſtinctly to be traced on the great towers. 


of the caſtle. They conſiſt of two letters I 
interwoven, and under them, a volcano; this 
| | nee, 
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dl. by a fort of pun. which in that age. 
was much admir'd, formed the word < Chau-- 
« Mont.” Henry the ſecond made a preſent, 
of the caſtle to his miſtreſs Diana de Poitiers, 
ducheſs of Valentinois, ſo celebrated in the. 
annals of France. She improved and enlarg d. 
it very conſiderably, and the hunting horn,“ 
po of her emblems, appeary in many parts of 
the building. On the death of her royal. 
lover in 1559, Catherine of Medicis, who had 
long envied her the poſſeſſion of Chaumont, 
rather compelled than requeſted the ducheſs to 
renounce it in her favour; but by an act of. 
| generoſity | becomin ga queen, . ſhe preſented: 
Diana in return, the palace of Chenonceaux-- 
ſur- Cher., Soon after the death of Catherine,, 
Chaumont fell into the hands of the. Viſcount 
de Sardini, a Lucqueſe nobleman who had 
married a lady of the houſe of Limeüil, dif- 5 
tantly allied to that princeſs by blood. His: 
deſcendants are now extinct. ——ExaQly op- 
poſite to it, and about a mile diſtant from the 
Loire, ſtands the caſtle. of Onzain, in which. 
Louis prince of Conde, who was. afterwards 


| killed at Jarnae i * 1669. Was impriſoned by- 
.& 


! — 


i 


Catherins: EE 
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Catherine of Medicis after the battle of 
Dreux, and d furing the ſubſequent liege of 
Orleans. 8 
I arrived at Amboiſe the 5 evening, 
The town is mean and ill built, but has been 
» rendered famous in hiſtory by the conſpiracy 
of the proteſtants i in 1 560, which opened the 
fatal wars of religion i in France. The caſtle 
is fitaated on a craggy rock, extremely dif- 
ficult of acceſs, and the ſides of which are al- 
moſt perpendicular. At its foot flows the 
Loire, which is divided into two ſtreams by 
a ſmall iſand. I am not furprized that the 
duke of Guiſe, when he expected an inſur- 
rection among the Hugonots, choſe to re- 
move Francis the ſecond to this fortreſs, as to 
a place of perfect ſecurity. Only two detach- 
ed parts of the ancient caftle now remain, one 
of which was conſtructed by Charles the 
eighth, and the other by Francis the firſt, | 
It is perhaps unneceffary- to remind you that 
| the former of thoſe princes was born and died | 
at Ambeiſe. From the hill behind the caftle, 
is ſeen another of thoſe enchanting landſcapes, | 
which theſe provilices” of France cotitinualty 
* 
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exhibit; and where the eye is delighted with-a 
| profuſion of natural beauties, 


I went the enfuing day to Chanteloup, che 


palace of the Duke de Choiſeul, about a mile 
from Amboiſe. Neither the ſituation nor the 
expoſition are, in my opinion, happy ones. 


The proſpect which it commands, is very 
limited, and the Loire, altho at ſo i incon- 


fiderable a diſtance, is ſearcely ſeen even from 


the upper apartments. The rooms which 1 
was allow'd to view, tho* f. plendid, were 
equally deſtitute of any production of paint- 


ing or of ſculpture; and fell far ſhort of the 


magnificent ideas which I had been taught to- 


preconeeive of Chanteloup. The Duke has 
notwithſtanding ſpent immenſe ſums on this pa- 
lace, and is atpreſent employed i in conſtructing 


additional chambers, which will ſurpaſs all choſe 
already finiſhed, in grandeur and elegance. 


I continued my journey to this city. 


Tours is built in a fine plain on the ſouthern 
bank of the Loire. The ſurrounding coun- 


try ſurpaffes in fertility even all I have yet 


ſeen, and every eminence within ſeveral miles 


of the place is occupied. either. by canvents. 0 


Ly or 


or 


or villas. Among the "LACY is the celebrated 
monaſtery of Marmoutier, from whence Ila 
bella of Bavaria, queen of Charles the fixth,, 
was. carried off in 1417, by John.“ Sans 


4 Peur” duke of Burgundy. 


I made an excurſion yeſterday t to $9 


| which is ten leagues diſtant from this place, 
through a delicious plain watered by the Cher,, 


the Indre, and a number of rivulets that fer- 
tilize the meadows among which they wind 
their courſe. The caſtle of Loches is very 


| famous- in. the hiſtory, of E rance,. and was in 


former ages the uſual place of confinement. 
for. priſoners of the higheſt quality. Its origin 


remounts to the moſt remote antiquity, nor 


is there any tradition which pretends to aſ⸗ 
certain the name of i its founder, or the time 


of its. conſtruction. It has Been enlarged, : 


rebuilt and fortified by ſucceſſive ſovereigns. 


Charles the ſeventh frequently held his court 
and. reſidence there during the former part of - 


his reign 3 and René, duke of Alengon, one 


of the princes of the blood royal, was long 2 


detained there a priſoner by that monarch? 3 
order, on account of his treaſonable practices, 


for the introduction of the Engliſh into the 


— 
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kingdom, ——In one of the apartments is the- 
iron cage, in which Louis the eleventh con- 
ſined the Cardinal de la Balue more than nine 
| years. This inhuman engine of  puniſh- 
ment is not above eleven feet ſquare. The 
Cardinal was at length releaſed: in 1481, at 
the interceſſion of the reigning pope, during 
the long ſtate of weakneſs and debility which. 
_ «preceded the king's deceaſe. | 
I went to view the chamber e the | 
perfidious Ludovico Sforza the Moor, duke: 
of Milan, was impriſoned by Louis the twelfth; 
from the year 1500 to 1510. It is a large 
apartment, vaulted, and in that age, was not 
improper for the confinement- of a ſovereign 
prince. Only one window, ſecured by three 
gratings of iron, admits light into the room, 
and in the midft of ſummer the rays of the ſun 
enter through this opening, about the hour 
of noon, for” a few minutes. On the wall, 
exactly oppoſite to the window; are diſtinctly 
do be traced the remains of a dial:or meridianz 
upon which the beams of the fun darted; and 
which, as conſtant tradition relates, was cut 
Nr the hand * Sforza-to amuſe himſelf in his 
hours 
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hours of ſolitude. Over the 9 is \ this: 
figure of a head ſuppoſed to be his, and cover d 
with a helmet. The walls and roof are like-- 
wiſe covered with characters and inſcriptions 
noyvx rendered illegible by: the lapſe of time. | 
I quitted this chamber, .and deſcended. wich: - 
my guide by the light of à torch into the 
& Oubliettes,” or ſubterranean dungeons. 
They are Labyrinth hollowed into the „ 
of a vaſt extent and totally deſtitute of ligh 
| The air itſelf was fo moiſt and unwholeſome, 
that it almoſt extinguiſhed the flambeau. 
The man who attended me, made me remark. 
circular: holes in many places of the ineum— 
bent rock, through which. they let down the 
wretched victims deſtined to periſh. in theſe 
caverns. Doors aſ maſſy iron cloſed up the 
entrancg, and prevented all. paſdility of ſuc-- 
_ the chearful day. The greater part of che 
caſtle of Loches is now in ruins ; but. it is not- 
withſtanding ſtill uſed for the conſinement of 
perſons accuſed of crimes of ſtate; and there is 


. the cauſe. of 
e * 
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whoſe impriſonment is not known, who has 

been immur'd more than three years. 
In the principal church of Loches, before 
the high altar, is interr'd the celebrated Agnes 
| Soreille, miſtreſs to Charles the ſeventh, who 


died in 1449. The monument is compoſed 


of black marble, and on it are her effigies exe 
_ cuted in'white alabaſter, If the figure may be 

ſuppoſed to have reſembled her perſon, ſhe was 
feminine and delicate to the utmoſt degree of 


which the human body is ſuſceptible, The 


face is perfectly correſpondent to the other 


parts, and conveys an idea of uncommon 


lovelineſs mixed with exquiſite fragility. Her 
hands which are joined in the act of prayer, 
are models of fymmetry and proportion. 
Round her head is tied a broad fillet ſtudded 
with pearls, and a fort of necklace compoſed 


of the ſame ornaments falls on her boſom... 


She lies upars an embroider'd” cufhion-; her 
dreſs is fimple and modeſt, concealing ber 


limbs from view, and at her feet are placed 


two lambs emblematical of her name, Agnes. 
Time has begun to injure and deface the figure. 
| And the tomb in many — 1 looked at it 


= STO Urn r 
vith extreme ſatisfaction during ſome minutes, 
nor was it merely the recollection of the per- 
ſonal charms ſhe once pofſeſſed, that detained 
and affected me: — the magnanimity which 
actuated her conduct, and which ihe infuſed 
into her lover, when ſinking under the ſupe- 
riour power of his enemies, render her memory 
deſervedly dear to every feeling mind; nor, 
among the many. favourites of princes- whoſe. 
names hiſtory has preſerved, does any one ap- 
pear to have been more worthy of a monarch's 
attachment, and a nation's love, than was' 
Agnes Soreille. You will recollect, I doubt 
not, the verſes of Francis the firſt in her ho- 
nour, which particularly allude to her efforts | 
to inſpire Charles the ſeventh. with fortitude 3 
and- courage againſt the Engliſh, the invaders 
of his dominions.——A thouſand fables re- 
ſpecting her, are yet preſerved among the in- 
| habitants of Loches; her beauty, her Iiberality, 
and her power over the king form the principal 
ſubjects of theſe traditions. I liſtened to them 
all with extreme pleaſure ,; and afterwards 
went to look at the tower, which is called 
La Tour de la belle Agnes,” and in which, 
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as my conductor aſſured me with great ſim- 
plicity, Charles uſed, from motives of jealouſy, 
to confine her when he went to the chace. 
Alt is certain that ſhe reſided frequently at 
Beaulieu, a little town only divided from 
Loches by the river Indre, and where are till 
| ſeen the remains of a Chateau which be- 
longed to her. As ſhe died at the abbey 
of Jumieges in Normandy, ber body was 
brought by her expreſs command to this 
church, to which in her life-time ſhe had 
made very ample donations. Louis the 
eleventh, tho“ he neither honour'd his fa- 
ther's memory, nor reſpected Agnes, to 
whom it is pretended he once gave a blow at 
Chinon in Touraine, yet protected her re- 
niains, and rejected the petition of the canons 
of the church, who by an act of ingratitude 
to their benefactreſs had requeſted that her: 
tomb might be removed and demoliſhed.» | 
I had always read and been informed, that! 
Ludovico Sforza, the duke of Milan, was like- 
wiſe buried in the chancel of the ſame church 
of Loches, under a plate of copper; All-the 
Frenchęrriters - even their beſt hiſtorians! 


_ of the a tho! the account. of ner 


of the illneſs and death of Louis the eleventh, in 


L felt a ſecret horrar as 1 entered t 
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aſſert it as an inconteſtible fact. There is not- 


withſtanding nothing more falſe, and it is one 
of thoſe many errors which have been ſanctified 


by long preſcription. The plate of copper in- 


deed exiſts; but one of the prieſts obligingly W 


read to me the infcription upon it, which is 


to the memory of a private family. A por- 
trait of à warrior kneeling and: in prayer, 


which has been, always: ſhewn as Sforza's 
figure,, the ſame perſon; aſſured me is that of 
the duke of Epernon. No traces of any ſuch. 


deed e this contradidiion. to 
ſs received an opinion may appear extraordi- 


mary but ho many ſuppoſed facts of hiſ- 
tory might: be found pare 


roncous 2 foundation 


I am juſt returned from the cafthe of Pletka- 
les-Tours, ſo famous for having been the ſcene 


483. Do you remember Philip de Comines 
minute and terrifying picture of that event ?— 


0 
nmr 
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and ſurvey'd the walls once covered with iron 
ſpikes, where a continual guard kept watch 
during the laſt, fad hours of the guilty and 

expiring monarch. Pleſſez is ſituated only 
half a league from this city, in a plain ſur- 
rounded by woods, at à little diſtance frem 
the Loire. The building is yet handſome, 
tho? only compos'd of brick, and now con- 


verted to purpoſes of commerce. In the ; 


chapel, on the right hand of the high altar, 
is a maſterly and beautiful portrait of Louis 
the eleventh himſelf, dreſſed in complete ar- 
mour. - Within his leſt arm, which lies on 
his breaſt, is a ſtandard, and with his right 
hand he takes off his helmet, in the act of ſalu- 
tation to the Virgin Mary and her infant. His 
harſh and unpleaſing features are ſoftened into 
a ſmile of pleaſure and complacency. He 
ſeems to extend his left hand towards the 
child, whoſe eye is fix'd on his with eager- 
neſs. Theſe indications of tenderneſs have 
given room to ſuppoſe, that by the figures of 
Mary and of our Saviour, are deſigned 
Charlotte of Savoy his queen, and Charles 
the eighth his ſon. Her habit, which is royal, 
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the diadem on her head, and more than all, 
a reſemblance between the infant and the 


eg which is very Wiking, e con- 


firm this ſuppoſition. n. 
Tho' Tours is at preſent an bobs. 


and ill built place, it will probably. be great- 


ly changed in a few years. A very noble 


bridge of fifteen arches is already built acroſs 


the river, and a ſtreet is planned which will 


interſect the whole city. Theſe alterations 


will tend much to its embelliſhment. 
. . My journey begins now to draw towards 


an end, but you may yet hear once or twice 


from Yours, dec. 
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| Mans, Tueſday, 28th of May ine. 


Tis with regret that I find myſelf at a diſ- 

tance from the banks of the Loire, along 
which I have wander'd with ſo ſenſible a plea- 
| ſure. The beauty of the country on either ſide, 
the number of magnificent edifices reflected 
in its ſurface, the ſolemn majeſty of its courſe, 
at one time, amidſt iſlands, woods, and deli- 
cious plains, and at others, under high and 
hanging rocks, conſpire to awaken at this 
enchanting ſeaſon, ſentiments of extreme de- 
light. | > 
At Langeais about ſeven leagues from 
Tours, I ftop'd to examine the remains of 
the caffle, which are yet noble, tho decayed 
and in ruins. It is rendered celebrated in 
hiſtory by the nuptials of Anne of Bretagne 
with Charles the eighth, which were ſolem- 
nized there in 1488. I arrived at the city 
of Saumur the ſame evening. You may 
imagine that I could not be within five 
leagues of the abbey of Fontevrauld, where 
Henry the ſecond and Richard the firſt 
4 . . : 5 of 
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of England are interred, without a defire to 


viſit the place. It is ſituated in a valley near 


the confines of Anjou, on the fide of Tou- 
raine. Rocky hills riſe behind it, and thick 


woods conceal it almoſt entirely from view. 


| An air of melancholy and ſilence reigns on all 


ſides, peculiarly characteriſtic of, and TI” 
to the gloomy devotion of monaſtic life. 
walked under the high and venerable rows 2 | 
elms in the gardens of the convent, it was im- 
poſſible for me not to feel in ſome degree thoſe 


_ awful ſenſations which are naturally inſpired 


by theſe religious ſolitudes. The abbey was 
founded in the year 1096, by Robert d'Ar- 


briſſel. Its reputation for ſanity, and its vi- 
cinity to Chinon, at which city Henry the 


ſecond died, were probably the cauſes of his 


being interred at F ontevrauld, as none of his 
progenitors the Counts of Anjou had choſen 7 


it for their place of burial. You may per- 
haps remember that ſentiments: of penitence 


and contrition for his filial diſobedience, 
Induced Richard the firſt to order in his 
dying moments, that his body ſhould 


be 1 at the feet of his father, Henry. 
"Eleanor 


* 
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1316 


Eleanor of A tain, wife of che one and mo- 
ther of the other prince, lies buried in the 
ſame tomb; as do likewiſe Jane Queen of 
Sicily and counteſs of Provence; daughter to 
Henry the ſecond; and Elizabeth of Angou- 
leſmie, widow. to eher King of England.— 

Tbe figures of all theſe ſovereigns are carved 
in ſtone upon the monument itlelf; but as 
that is encloſed within the grate, in the part 
of the choir. where the Abbeſs and Nuns aſ- 
ſemble for public devotion, no intereſt or in- 
treaties could poſſibly proeure me admittance 
into this facred encloſure; and I was conſe- 
quently prevented from obſerving. it with that 
minuteneſs and attention which I could have 
wiſh'd. Four ſolemn Requiems and ſervices 
are ſaid: every year for the repoſe: of the fouls | 
of theſe princes," and the tomb was repaired | 
and beautified in_the year 1638, by! 1 ler mo. 
the reigning Abbes. „ 
Fontevrauld, beſides the ref] pect derived from 
it's antiquity, has been ever conſidered as one of 
the moſt honourable and important eccleſiaſ- 
tical benefices in France. Many princeſſes 
of the blood have ſucceſſively governed it, and 
= the 


The Kings of Sicily and Dukes of Anjou of 
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the revenues are immenſe. The number. of 
religious of both ſexes under the | Abbefs's 
direction, amount to more than two hundred, 
and her authority both e and BAT? 
is very extenſive. = IS 
J returned to Saumur "Ma fond weg 
and left it again laſt Saturday. The town 
is ſmall, but pleaſantly ſituated on the Loire, 
acroſs which is a long bridge, continued 


through a number of iſlands. Saumur was 
anciently a moſt important paſs over the river, 


and of conſequence was frequently and fierce- 


y diſputed by either party, during che civil 


wars of France in the ſixteenth century. The 
fortifications are of great ſtrength, and Henry 


the fourth, on the reconciliation which took 


place between him and Henry the third near 
Tours in 1589, demanded that Saumur ſhoulu 


de delivered to him, as one of the cities of 


ſafety. The caſtle overlooks the town and 
river. It is built on a lofty eminence, and 


has a venerable and magnificent appearance, 


tho' now only uſed as a priſon of ſtate, where 
perſons of rank are frequently confined. 


the 
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the houſe of Valois, who deſcended from 
John King of France, often reſided in the 
caſtle of Saumur, as it conſtituted a part of 
their Angevin dominions. 

The diſtance from Saumur to a is 


about thirteen leagues, and the greater part of _ 


the road lies along. the banks of the Loire. 
Anjou appears to me not to yield in fertility 
or beauty to any provinee of the kingdom. 
Wines of the moſt delicious and exquiſite fla- | 
vour are produced in it, among which that 
of Champigny, 2 little village near Fonte- 
vrauld, is particularly admit d. made a 
ſtay of two days in Angers. The city ſtands 
in 2 plain, and is divided into La haute 
_ and & La baſſe ville” by the river Mayenne, 
Nick winds thro” meadows, and falls into 
the Loire five miles below the place. The 
cCaſtle was butt by St. Louis, about the 
middle of the thirteenth century. The walls, 
ſoſſes, and numerous towers which yet ſubſiſt, 
evince its former magnificence z and its ſitu· 
ation in the center of the city, on a rock 
auerhanging the river, conduges to give it an 
air of grandeur, tho* at preſent in decay. It 
| „„ Was 
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was the principal reſidence of the Kings of 


Sicily, as Dukes of Anjou; but is now in a 


ſtate of total ruin. The cathedral of Angers 
is a venerable ſtructure, and altho' it has un- 


dergone many alterations in the courſe of 


tecture is ſingular and deſerves attention. 


- Here lies. interred with her anceſtors: the re- 


nown'd Margaret, daughter of Renẽ King of 


Sicily, and Queen of Henry the ſixth of Eng · 


land. She expired, aſter her many intrepid, 


but ineffectual efforts to replace her Huſband B 


on the throne, in the year 1482, at the caſtle 


of Dampierre in Anjou. The Engliſb hiſ- 


torians ſeem never to have paid any attention 
to this illuſtrious Princeſs in her retirement and 


obſcurity, after Louis the eleventh of France 


had ranſom'd her from Edward the fourth, and 
procured her. releaſe from the Tower of Lon- 
don. She was the favourite child of Rene, who ; 
ſolemnly renounced in favour of the king of 
France, all. his claims on the. province of An- 


jou and theduchy of Lorrain, to obtain her free- 


dom. In his court, and under his protection 
ſhe remained at Aix in Proveneeg the zuſual 
> 7: 
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place of that Prince's reſidence, till his death | 


obliged her t return into the Angevin torri- 


man nam'd Vignole, Who had been long in 


tories. Sha was fherg reeriv' d by a gentle- 


her father's ſervice, and whe affarded ber an 
aſylum, Henry Earl of Richmond, wWhe was 


afterwapds' victorious at Boſworth, and who 


was then a fugitive in Bretagne, vent from 
Vannes fo viſit her, and ai her advice. She 


ſtrongly urged him to his attampt againſt the 
houſe of Yorks Which thennraigned in Eng- 


land, tho? ſhe did not ſurvive to be a wit- 


neſs of his ſuoceſt againſt Richard che third, 
No remains of that cemmanding beauty, 
whieh ſhe bed ance poſſe, accompanied 
her in the detline d le. A French writer 


has drasyn ti Rortrnit of Margaret when 
near her end; and it iepraſſes both with 
hetror and campaſſion. You will net fe- 


7 cognize thei Queen deſtrib'd hy our hiſtorians 
in fugh; hnimgted laoguage, and wich Jug 
 MAlattefing:coloyrsor—+—%) don ſang catrumpu 


. par tent de nei res agitatians, devint comme - 
uns poiſon qui iofecta toutes les parties 
| e 3 f peau ſeeda juſqu a 
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. bien aller eh pouſſiere ; ſon eſtomae ſe re. 
c trecit, et ſes yeux auſſi creux que vile 
ae euſſent /6t6- enfoneẽs avec Molemce, perdx. 


. rent tout le ſeu qu avoit ſervi ſi long tempe 


460 ws iger aux gtunds ſentimens by ſon 
ee ei to fed er - of 1 U * 
Angers is of a very confi 2 —— 
res? Kt datitings and ſtreets are ulmdſt as mean 
and as old as thoſe 'of Bourges The walls 
with wWhieh John king of England ſurrounded 
it in 1214, e eee eee ee 
a very large cirtumfetence. wt 
I flept lafbinightiar-La- Bleche alt 
- town: on the confines of Anjou. In the 


church which belongid to the Jeſuith, are the 


; 8 Henry the fburth and Mary of Me- 
dicis, * which were : depoſited there by the 
$ 3 command of thoſe princes. I entered 
the: provinee of Maine this morhing. It is 
ten deagues from La Fleche to Mans, through 
a colmtry much encloſed and finely: wooded, 
he finiation of this: city ib very pleaſant, 
near the junction oft wN o little riuers Mhic 
rind through à delicious plain. I went to 


* tus top oß dhe ä to enjoy” d the 
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fineſt inland proſpects to be imagined... To- 
wards Normand and Rerche it is loſt in 
clouds at a great diſtance, and on the ſide of 
Bretagne exteiids "the "fotelt” of Mins, t 
ſcene of that betta6rdinary” phantom which is 
faid to have appeared 18 Charles the ſixth of 
France, and which wi a principal cauſe of 
his conſequent infanity. The city df Maris 
is mall, düt Wege-! 6 Angels! elegant 
. and regMifity. kt It forme . Eontutia, mY 
gether "with che province f whic 1 18 the 
"cite i 4 part of our Henry the ſecond's he- 
redit y domiitiions, When de added to thoſe 
devolve td Him at king Sterben ' s death, in 
right of his inothet Matilda. 2. In the year 
126 Phillip” Augbſtus recbnd | 
from" John, inf nge d the prohince-to the - . 
"Ervin of Feds, © 8 
I whall continde a journey in dhe erening 
to Alengen. Adie 4 ja, 17 
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by was 73 when 1 left Mans \ 
1 and as Alengan is twelve leagues diſtant, 
I was obliged to ſtop at a. little town named 
105 Beaumont-Le- Viſcomie, ſituated near the 
.cophines of Maine and No „on 
tide of a ſeep, bil, at che foot of which, runs a 
, and from whence 2 delicious landſcape 
is ſeen on all ſides, richly cukivated. . I. got 
to Alengon the. enſuing morning. The place 
is of conſiderable ſize, walked by the little 
: river Sarte, and ſtands in the midſt of an 
extenſive plain. I ſlept at Seez, an ancient 
city, and continued My. route next day to 
| I. Nele, 3 mall. town, but well known, in 
hiſtory by its caſtle, tho? ſcarce any traces 
| of it now remain. Our annals inform us 
| "that William the Conqueror frequently re- 
ſided there in his viſits to theſe his hereditary 
dominions; and Charles d'Eſpagne de Ia 
Cerda, Conſtable of France in the reign of 
Y John, was ſurpriz'd and murder'd at L'Aigle 
| in the year 1354, by Charles the Bad, King of 
Navarre. 


_ TELE | I croſſed 
p : 1 5 - 
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I crofled a conſiderable part of Normand: y 
to the city of Evreux, which is ſituated in a 


deep vale ſurrounded with lofty hills; and pur- 
| ſuing my journey, arrived here laſt F riday. * 
Rouen is too well known and too frequently 


viſited, to render any long deſcription of it 
neceſſary. The Seine is beautiful both above 
and below the place, covered with little iſlands 
overgrown. with wood, and running at the 
foot of a range of lofty mountains. Near its 
bank, at one extremity of the city, are yet 
ſeen the remains of the palace which Henry 
the fifth of England began in 1419, and 


which was compleated under his unfortunate 


ſon..Henry the ſixth in-2443. At a ſmall 
diſtance from it is a tower, called La Tour 


ee de la Pucelle, in which Ichn Duke df 


Bedford confined. the Maid of Orleans pre- 
vious to her trial. Vou will recolle&- her 
ſubſequent condemnation and death. A ſtatue 
is erected to her on the ſpot where this cruel 
ſentence was executed, and an inſcription 
engraven beneath it in her honour. 'Who. 
would not die, to _- two. of the lines 
which * ind ; | SHE Ik abt, 


— Exuit. 3 


% 
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— Exuit fammis. quod mortale,  _ 
« Supereſt 8 nunquam moritura — — 


They exalt her aha mortality, and irren : 
her to the moſt remote poſterity, with the 
great ſpirits who in different ages have ſacri- 
ficed their lives for their country. It is the 
kigheft tribute which man can pay to virtue. 
priory, called . Notre Dame de bonnes Nous 
„ velles,“ fituated on the ſouthern bank of 
the Seine, and which was founded by William 
the Conqueror previous to his ſueceſeful at- 
tempt oh the Engliſm cromn- It is daid that 
his wife Matilda being at her devotions in this 
church, intelligence arrived that the duke of 
Normandy had gained the important battle 
of Haſtings; and from this circumſtance it 
obtained the name which it -retains at pre. 
ſent. Matilda, daughter of Henry che firſtj 
and mother of Henry the ſecond, kings of Eng- 
land, was buried there; but fix hundred years 


have totally eraſed the inſcription on her tomb, 


of which there are now no traces diſcernible: 
This princeſs, as being ducheſs of Normandy, 
Telided ik at Rouen, and ſhe con- 
Rructed 
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ſtructed the ancient bridge acroſs the Seine, Cl 
of which the ruins yet remain, tho” it began 7 
to fall as early as the year 1502, and became A 
totally uſdleſs ROO the eg of the 1 | 
ſixteenth century, - >! -* D215 OW » _ | 


The . che mel ke. 1 
ficent Hbnamants B Gothe architecture 5 | | 
be found in France; It was'built under 1 
Widliam the Coriqueror's' reign, and entirely | 
compleated in 2063. I trend with reverencd®s || 


among. the tombs of the numerous kings and 
ptinces who are interred in different parts ; 
of the. edifice. Here lies Rollo the Dane, Will 
founder of the Norman line, deſtined to af- 3 
cend the-Engliſh throne; a hero almoſt loft N 
in the barbariſm and diſtance ef the times 
in which he flourifh' d Two of his deſcen- 
dants, Dukes of Normandy, are butied ner 
Him. The heaft of Richard the firſt King 
of England, which when dying he ordered to 
be depoſited in the cathedral of Rouen, is 1 
placed on the right hand of the high altar. Tt' | 
was originally preſerv'd i in a'ſhrine of maſfy | | 
ſilver ;_ but during the -extreme diſtreſs oc- 
calioned by dhe want of money to-defray the 
| en 
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* 


expences of St. 1 ranſom * taken 


priſoner at Damieta in Egypt, this ſplendid 
repoſitory was applied to the neceſſities of the 


ſtate. Prince Henry, the elder brother of 
Richard, who died at the caftle of Martel in 


Quercy in 1183, lies, buried on the oppolite 


ſide. Near theſe, repoſes John Duke of 


Bedford; ; an illuſtrious name revered even by 


his enemies, and almoſt without a blemiſh; if + 
be had not condemned to death the Maid of 


Orleans, the deliverer of her country. Be- 
hind the altar, under a monument of exquiſite 


workmanſhip, is interr'd the great Cardinal 


of Amboiſe, 'miniſter to Louis the twelfth, 


whoſe memory France will honour as long as 


Patriotiſm. and integrity are cheriſhed” among 
men. He is repreſented on the tomb, kneel- 
ing and in prayer. I ſtool, long to confider 
the monument of Louis de Breze, Senechal 


of Normandy and Count de Maulevrier, "who _ 
died in 1531. T he figure of the Count him- 
ſelf extended at full length, is one of the moſt 


maſterly and beautiful productions of the 
chiſſel. On one ſide is the Virgin Mary, 


and on the other appears his widow the cele- 
| | rated 
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brated Diana de Poitiers, afterwards the fa- 


vourite miſtreſs of Henry the ſecond. She ö 


looks down on the body of her huſband; 
grief is marked in her features, and her dreſs 
is that of a mourner. The whole monument 


is a model of beauty and delicacy . ſculp- 


ture. 


Rouen, tho' large and a by com- 


merce, is not an elegant city. The ſtreets 
are almoſt all narrow, crooked and dirty; 


the buildings old and irregular. It was for- 


tified by St. Louis in 1253, but the walls are 
now demoliſhed. The environs, more pe- 
culiarly the hills which overlook the Seine, 
are wonderfully agreeable, and covered with 
magnificent villas. 

My ſtay here will be very ſhort. I pur- 
poſe to embark at Dieppe for England, and 


ſhall probably ſee you in a few days.—I have 


compleated the deſign which I laid down at 


my ſetting out, that of viſiting the unfre- 
quented provinces of France. Throughout 


my whole tour I have ſtudiouſly endeavour'd 


to avoid the ground uſually trod by the Eng- 
liſh in their pigs from Calais into Italy, as 


L being 
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deing too well 1 to afford you any in- 
formation. It only remains for me to claim 
your candour and deer, on that I * 5 


A 1 


; Vour's, &c. &c. 


